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PREFACE. 



This edition, begun eight years ago, has been 
worked upon with fair persistency. It is designed for 
the practical use of American students as they are. 

In securing a pure text — which has been a chief 
aim — and materials for its elucidation, I have had 
much help from the authorities mentioned in the Biblio- 
graphical Note. Professor Curme, my tried colleague, 
has given valued advice at many points. I express per- 
sonal thanks, also, to the Librarians of the National 
Library in Berlin and of Columbia University in the 
City of New York for the use of original materials for 

illustration. 

J. T. H. 

EvANSTON, Illinois 
1904 
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INTRODUCTION. 




I. THE SPIRIT OF GOETHE'S EGMONT. 

Egmont is, by right, a young people's drama. It was 
the work of a splendid youth at the full sun-burst of his 
dawning powers, and into which he put. his very heart 
and soul. 

Twelve years later, when Groethe was giving his play 
Its last revision, he fell in love with it because it brought 
back, as nothing else could do, those stirring hours when 
the tide of his young life had run so full and deep ; under 
this influence he wrote : " Everything that I take hold of 
goes of itself; a breeze out of the days of my youth often 
seems to blow upon me." His strongest hope for the play 
was that it might make a " fresh " impression. 

The student will perhaps bear with one suggestion just 
at this point, namely that his study of Egmont will prove 
rather a dead and profitless thing unless he can surrender 
himself so unreservedly to this contagious spirit as to 
become its victim and its mouthpiece. 

Groethe made Egmont the outlet for emotions which 
were racking him almost beyond endurance. In 1775 
(thanks to Rousseau) there was in the air a belief that 
the open expression of intense natural feeling was the very 
promise of a new golden age. Glowing, open-hearted sen- 
timent, not cold intellect, was to bring all men together 
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VI INTRODUCTION. 

as brothers and to abolish misery and oppression. " We 
have borne the yoke too long ; freedom at any cost I " was 
the watchword of those days of " Storm and Stress." 

To be sure, when Goethe came to know life better, he 
put self-denial first and personal liberty after; he came 
to admit — as people are likely to do — that some of these 
enthusiasms were ^ ftubetttettl^af t " : the happy thought- 
lessness and unrestrained joy of living got into fatal col- 
lision with the thoughtful prudence of maturity; the 
generous hatred of pedantic rules was seen to be largely 
a rebellion against any law whatever, — and yet we can 
hardly believe that Goethe ever really condemned these 

a 

younger outbreaks. He recognized, for all his riper wis- 
dom, the truth that, were it not for occasional explosions 
of natural force, life and progress would soon get hope- 
lessly shut in by fixed, iron bands of custom and tradition. 

Egmont is a drama of freedom engaged in a life-and- 
death struggle with tyranny. The beginnings of the Amer- 
ican Revolution were holding Goethe's breathless attention 
as he wrote, and its ideals of liberty and equality are 
reflected everywhere in the work. Washington and Frank- 
lin had captivated him, and were his heroes. 

Despite his later resignation to the authority of Law and 
Order, and despite a strong distrust of the judgment of the 
masses upon complex questions, Groethe was always, in a 
certain deeper sense, a good democrat at heart : the spirit 
of his works is an inspiring example of the American 
spirit. Hence Goethe is a good author for young Amer- 
icans to study piously. Nowhere do we find (except, per- 
haps, in Lowell's Birmingham address on "Democracy") 
a better argument for personal freedom than in Egmont's 
dispute with the Duke of Alva in the Fourth Act. Liberty 
of conscience (a right which Americans have done much 
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to assert) is demanded on every page. Egmont mixes ^ 
freely with the masses, respects their judgment, and takes 
them into his confidence in a way which would have been 
approved by Abraham Lincoln. 

In Egmont the drama of freedom is shown at the mo- ^ 
ment of highest interest : deadly absolutism, with its grim 
machinery of repression, is making its supreme effort to 
strangle personal liberty, once for all. 

Romantic Love, a pure human instinct, may safely be 
trusted to the full, in spite of any scruples of cold prudence, 
— this was an easy corollary to the strong faith in " natu- 
ral emotions " which was held by the " Storm and Stress " 
party. (Tennyson's Locksley Hall shows how the " Storm 
and Stress" period reappears in most individual lives.) 
It goes without saying that all conventions of birth and>. 
all differences in social standing were to give way to the Y 
one great elemental impulse of the Soul. Goethe himself ^ 
was hopelessly, feverishly in love: the golden dreams of 
his absorbing passion for Lili Schonemann had just been 
cruelly broken off by a sudden, hateful, forced surrender, 
at the moment when his blissful intoxication was at its 
dizziest height. Lili was a graceful, highly-bred, irre- 
sistibly captivating young person; her normal, though 
not heartless, coquetry had kept the young man guessing 
as to his fate, and had excited a supreme desire for pos- 
session. It was his nature to feel a tyrannous necessity 
for sympathetic response. " I need much, very much, to 
fill this heart of mine," he wrote at this time. 

But more absorbing than the interest which any love- 
story can have, is the fascination which the whole drama 
of human life exerts upon the young — the bolder delving 
into all the larger human experiences, the intenser joys and 
sorrows which time is bound to bring into every one's lot 
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By the time he had reached the age of twenty-six, Goethe 
had gone deep down into the most vital problems of nature, 
of destiny, and of philosophical inquiry. If the real truths 
of life are to be found out by searching, then Goethe had 
surely come to a point where he had a right to his opinions. 
He had concentrated his splendid powers of mind, and had 
eagerly exercised them to their full extent on philosophy, 
jurisprudence, political economy, medicine, natural science, 
history, archaeology, art, and literature. Genuine classical 
studies had brought him near to the serene, well-propor- 
Honed types of the Greeks, and had acquainted him with 
the ground-principles of truth and beauty. No education 
is so broadening as that which acquaints us with human 
nature. He had surrendered himself unconditionally to 
Shakespeare, with the result that his whole knowledge of 
man was widened, and all things became new and strange. 

A letter written by Goethe a few months before he began 
Egmont tells in a few sentences his purposes : 

" There is another Goethe [than the one who is devoting 
himself to fashionable society] whose beloved great world 
of nature will soon be open to him again; whose work, 
and striving, and soul-life are going forward without inter- 
ruption; who tries to give expression to the simple emo- 
tions of youth in poetry and to the strong savor of life 
in more than one drama ; . . . who never troubles himself 
to ask what any one else may think of his doings, because 
as he works he always rises one grade higher; because 
he has no desire to reach any of his ideals at a bound, 
but wishes his emotions to develop, by struggle and by 
play, into capacities." 

Yes, "the strong savor of life" is more attractive to 
generous minds than all shows and spectacles which have 
no aim beyond entertainment. Egmont is built upon the 
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deep laws of human nature, fate, the will, the controlling ^^^ 
forces of the Universe. It is a broad panorama of life in Y 
its larger aspects, not an entertaining story for children 
or idlers. 

Soon after its completion, Goethe wrote to the Grand 
Duke of Weimar, a man of strong will and great practical 
ability for conducting affairs of state : " I hope that my 
Egmont may not hesitate to present himself to you, also, 
and to men of your stamp, for I wish, for the rest of my 
days, to write nothing which men who live a large and 
active life, and who have lived such a life, may not read, 
and shall not take pleasure in reading." 

" Delight in tragedy is a sign of youth," says Mr. Gum- 
mere in his Beginnings of Poetry, Tragedy has to do 
with the untimely wreck of something noble, something 
fit to survive (especially noble ideals), and this wreck 
takes place not because of a lack of truth but because of 
a lack of power. " He has seen but half the universe who 
has never been shown the house of Pain. . . . No theory 
of life can have any right which leaves out of account the 
values of vice, pain, disease, poverty, insecurity, disunion, 
fear, and death."* Goethe's mood was dark and bitter 
at the time of writing, because of his disappointment in 
love. " Near the harbor of home and happiness I have 
been outrageously cast out again upon the open sea." The 
minor note of tragedy and disillusion sounds throughout 
the play. 

The chief tragedy in our drama is the failure of free \ 
institutions to stand against cold calculating tyranny. J 
There are plenty of secondary tragedies, especially the 
fall of the hero because of his overweening self-confidence. ' 

* Emerson, The Tragic, which should be read at this point. 
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There is the spiteful control of men's lives by the 
{^ demoi>ic " element, of which Goethe makes very much 
in discussing the play in later years, — probably a good 
deal more than he ever thought of when writing. This 
demonic factor is an inexorable destiny which " shapes 
our ends " without reference to our will or our personal 
interests. It plays skittles with our best-laid plans, some- 
times to our good, quite as likely to our hurt, and revels 
in the apparently impossible. It is not a power that works 
for righteousness : right is likely to be driven to the wall, 
and wrong to triumph. It fills its subject with irresistible 
confidence, for weal or woe. It casts a spell upon the 
actors in the drama of life, so as to paralyze their will 
at the most critical moments. Earnest thinkers have often 
discussed the un-moral favoritism with which the very 
best gifts of life are parcelled out (Read Schiller's 
impressive poem. Das Gluck). The very highest perform- 
ances seem to be but a sort of passivity: allowing one- 
self to be played upon by those superhuman forces, of 
which men are merely the tool. 

In short, by " demonic " forces Goethe probably meant 
those agencies of nature which work in darkness and 
mystery. He also indicates that these forces, which so 
often defeat the lovable and give the victory to the hate- 
ful, yield in the ultimate order of the universe, to a still 
higher destiny which satisfies moral beings. This final 
triumph over the temporary sway of the unmoral and 
unreasonable is intimated in the last scene of Egmont.^ 

A successful historical play is almost an impossibility, 
for its author has to put a whole nation upon the stage, 
and to show the workings of endless trains of cause and 

* See an interesting article on Goethe's idea of the " Demonic " 
in the Grensboten, Vol. 6i (1902) ; Part II, pages 319, 364. 
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effect. This, however, is just what Goethe proposed to 
do. " I kept close to history," he said, " and made every 
effort to stick to the facts as nearly as possible." The 
more one studies the records of the period, the more is 
he convinced that Goethe carried out his plan, — in spite 
of intentional changes, or omissions of irrelevant things. 
He made deep studies to acquaint himself with the spirit 
of the Dutch people, and with the history of the times. 
The epoch chosen was one of the decisive turning-points 
in the world's affairs. The only bulwark against the "> 
crushing force of repression was the civic spirit of the i 
inhabitants of the Netherlands. Goethe represents this 
spirit in a way which is likely to remain a model. He 
was peculiarly gifted from his boyhood with a power ofv 
" visualization," the ability to clothe the dry persons of \ 
history in flesh and blood, so as to set them to work as j 
living beings. We come to know the Dutch folk as 
sturdy, good-natured, hearty, independent, decent, self- 
respecting, well stocked with rough mother-wit; while 
the picture is that of a nation, each person is an indi- 
vidual as well as a type. Perhaps Goethe has failed to 
give a full impression of the magnificent heroism which 
this nation showed in the long struggle with Spain; this 
motive has been well supplied in Beethoven's overture, 
which combines admirably the patriotic and romantic with 
the heroic and stirring. 

The inside view of statecraft is one of the larger 
features of the Egmont-drama, — no doubt the chief one 
which we owe to Goethe's long revision of the play in 
Weimar and Rome. It reflects what he had learned of 
this complicated matter during ten years' responsibility at 
the head of the government of Saxe- Weimar. We are 
let into close confidences as to expert theories of admin- 
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istration; we are taught to see through the secret designs 
of other people and to thwart them ; we are made intimate 
with the reserved, thoughtful leader, whose every act is 
the fruit of political information; we encounter a shrewd 
defence of arbitrary power. We see not only the solid 
advantages of democracy, but also its seamy side: un- 
willingness of the good to co-operate, greed of the bad for 
spoils, subserviency of all to the shrewd demagogue. We 
learn something about handling masses, how to irritate 
them and how to win them back to order. So, too, there 
is a demonstration of the impress which one strong indi- 
viduality may make upon the people; while compelled to 
accept the limitations of their instincts and character, 
still able to shape and direct them. 

In our drama is the pageant of war, the clank of arms, 
the tramp of soldiers. Egmont is, at present, always a 
favorite play with military officers in Germany. 

In writing Egmont, Goethe was making a Declaration 
of Independence in favor of a Northern, national, Ger- 
manic art, free from fixed rules which had fastened 
themselves upon southern Europe from the days of the 
ancient Greeks. Shakespeare and other English writers 
had taught the young poet that a powerful work could 
be produced in an untrammeled form, without confining 
the action to narrow bounds of time or place. Whether 
this example tended to a scattering of interest or not, 
as a practical drama Egmont will repay most careful 
study: this concerns the whole handling of the play, its 
dramatic structure, its picturesque groupings and stage- 
settings, its telling incidents, its entrances and exits. In 
representing its chief figure as the pre-determined pro- 
duct of deep-lying conditions for which he is not responsi- 
ble, and in thereby reducing the element of his free will, 
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the play is a very noticeable forerunner of the modern 
" naturalistic " drama. 

Ampere, in a verdict which gratified Goethe very much, 
said : " Egmont seems to me the summit of Goethe's the- 
atrical career: it is no longer the historical drama of 
G'otz, no longer the antique tragedy of Iphigenie, it is 
real modern tragedy, a tableau of scenes from life, which 
combines the literalness of the former with the grand 
simplicity of the latter. In this work, written in the 
strength of his young manhood and at the fulness of his 
powers, he has perhaps set forth his ideal of human life 
better than anywhere else." 

Taking into account all that has just been said, we 
may fairly imply that Egmont, the profound, concentrated 
product of a master-poet's best work, is not a thing to 
be appropriated in any easy or half-hearted way. With 
charming delicacy of suggestion Goethe wrote to sixteen- 
year-old Fritz von Stein : " I am gratified to learn that 
you like Egmont as you read it for the second time. The 
piece has been thought through so often, that it is quite 
possible that a person might be able to read it a number 
of times." It is almost touching to read the author's 
appeals to his dearest friends to appreciate this gift, which 
was so largely a giving of his whole great self. " I have 
never completed a piece of work with a more untrammeled 
soul, or with more conscientiousness than this " ; "I know 
what I have put into my Egmont, and that this cannot all 
be read out of it the first time " ; " it was a harder task than 
could ever be told, and it could never have been finished if 
I had not had absolute freedom of time and of mind." 

Alas, he was compelled to find that even his most 
gifted and cultured friends in the choice, intimate Weimar 
circle did not take the work seriously enough. He felt 
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that they were too easy-going, too unwilling to study it 
carefully. They objected, off-hand, to the very passages 
where the poet had solved some prime dramatic diffi- 
culty, or had labored to conceal it; if a scene had been 
ingeniously contrived to motivate with wonderful com- 
pactness and effect some of the most necessary factors in 
the tragic plot, they found it " too long '* ; their other 
criticisms were based upon similar superficialities which 
quite failed to take into account the real, deeper purposes 
of an artist who was tremendously in earnest. 

The present editor ventures, as a practical matter, to 
urge upon those who use his book a loud, expressive 
declamation of the original words of the drama. He is 
near to believing that this prescription, honestly carried 
out, would bring almost everything else needed. 

II. THE CHIEF CHARACTERS. 

Our drama, although having to do with broad general 
principles, is centered about one carefully-drawn person. 
This way of treatment is Shakesperian and modern, rather 
than ancient Greek. Goethe's heroes are not necessarily 
final, or " perfect characters." It is only a short-sighted 
critic who would absolutely identify the leading figures 
in Goethe, Shakespeare, Browning, or Kipling with these 
writers themselves. A vigorous creator surrenders himself 
to the portrait he is drawing long enough to give it final 
expression; the character does its own work, points its 
own lesson, and then goes its own way, to give place to 
another figure, perhaps diametrically opposite to the first. 



« 



There was never a King like Solomon, 
Not since the world began : 
But Solomon talked to a butterfly 
As a man would talk to a man " 
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and this ability to hold himself for a time in full sympa- 
thy with his subject, whatever it may be, is the mark of 
the poet. ^ 

Egmont himself was personally very attractive to 
Goethe because of his full, normal health, strength, and 
love of life, his chivalrousness, and his generous instincts. 
Personal bravery is the chief note of his character. He 
is thoroughly human, particularly so in possessing un- 
mistakable flaws. A lordly aristocrat, of splendid phy- 
sique, irresistible, prettily responsive to agreeable blan- 
dishments, with boundless confidence in himself, he. cheer- 
fully accepts the earth and the fulness thereof as his 
own by natural right. Add to this his military successes, 
his wealth and lavish display, his friendly sympathy with 
the plain people, and we see how well he is adapted to 
become a popular ideal and idol. 

Goethe offers no cloak for the weaknesses of his 
Egmont, whose fatal defect is superficiality : — he is what 
Schiller called him, a " Weltkind" altogether too free 
from those severe and rigid restraints which should have 
given direction and power to his life, and have saved 
it from lapsing into downright frivolity. After the manner 
of self-indulgent persons, he screens his ungentlemanly 
acceptance of others' sacrifice by a hearty, good-natured 
generosity in indifferent matters; there is nothing cold or 
meanly calculating in his disposition. Inasmuch, how- 
ever, as life is not altogether a holiday and festival, the 
"hero" who refuses to take it earnestly, who chooses to 
do only what he likes to do, and is irregular in keeping 
his office-hours, is suddenly brought face to face with 
the tragic contrast between the world as it is and his 
"natural," instinctive way of treating it. 

Klarchen is the perfectly drawn figure of a type which 
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has added largely to the entertainment and suffering of 
mankind — now, perhaps, giving way to that " New 
Woman " who is less a creature of unreasoning impulses, 
and more one of reflection; less the diversion of man, 
and more his counselor (such a type as Goethe, at the 
period of his full maturity, represented in the heroine of 
Hermann und Dorothea). She is a full-blooded child 
of nature, who " goes it blind " in following to the full 
her passionate worship of the superior being, the master- 
ful hero. His splendor and greatness raise her devotion 
almost to a religion. Without reserve she surrenders 
everything to her " love," — which not unambiguous term 
must be here defined as a resistless romantic intoxica- 
tion, a great tide of feeling which sweeps away all 
banks of convention. Her boyish, reckless " freshness," 
her sublime insolence in defying whatever opposes the 
rights of the heart, are quite in line with the faith of 
" Storm and Stress," as it had just been laid down in 
Goethe's Werther (1774): "Every rule, say what you 
will, must destroy the real feeling for Nature, and the 
real expression of that feeling. . . It is just as when one. 
is in love," — and here the young poet goes on to insist 
that a true lover must squander upon his heart's desire 
all his time, money, and gifts, if he would make any 
claim whatever to his title. It means not a little as to 
Goethe's attitude toward the Art of Living that he subse- 
quently wrote, in one of his deepest sonnets (1802) : 

Unbridled spirits ever strive in vain 

Perfection's radiant summit to attain. 

Who seeks great ends must straitly curb his force; 

In narrow bounds the Master's skill shall show, 

And only Law true Freedom can bestow. 

When all is said, it must be admitted that Goethe has 



INTRODUCTION. XVll 

created no livelier type than this Klarchen, with her 
imperious, childish strength of impulse and her enormous 
amount of " temperament," — all the redundant vitality 
of a narrow but energetic nature. Her blind, generous 
recklessness of all consequences when it comes to a su- 
preme sacrifice for her idol offsets her very slight con- 
cern as to the peace of mind of the worthy youth who 
had been devoted to her before Egmont's appearance on 
the scene. If she lacks at all that gentleness, that fine 
delicacy and sweet consideration which make the crown 
of a certain type of highly-bred womanhood, we must 
bear in mind that these qualities were not particularly 
conspicuous in the Bohemian circle of "Sturm und 
Drang/' 

Klarchen's mother, while anxious for the permanent 
welfare of her daughter, shows a very human weakness 
in being flattered and captivated by the dazzling splendor 
and florid generosity of the imposing hero. 

The unhappy Brackenburg, who reflects some of the 
keen tortures of heart which Goethe had undergone in 
smart society, makes another tragedy within the tragedy. 
He has high sensibility and a fine sense of honor, but a 
slight personality; he cannot command, or even earn the 
devotion of so vital, spirited, energetic (and Philistine) a 
girl as Klarchen. The hopelessness of his situation brings 
him into a condition of dull apathy. " God made me 
high-minded and tender," he says, and this sentence sug- 
gests the capacity for unmeasured miseries. 

Margaret of Parma, as represented by Goethe,* stands 



* The real Margaret was not so averse to a liberal use of fire 
and sword. " Her conduct in the Netherlands," says Motley, " of- 
fers but few points for approbation, and many for indignant 
censure." 
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also in a tragic position. Her noble gifts -^ prudence, reso- 
lution, humanity — while commanding respect, are too 
weak, upon a certain side, to succeed. While she knows 
that her views are right, she is gripped, as in a vise, by 
the hard, narrow mind of her superior. She is represented 
as somewhat too zealous and politic, lacking that 
simplicity which is the supreme token of greatness. 

William of Orange appears in only one scene, but in 
this appearance he offers a convincing contrast to 
Egmont*s fatal unconcern, and shows a higher side of 
manhood, the greatness of him that ruleth his spirit. His 
courage, discretion, tact, scientific clear-sightedness, and 
pure devotion to the common good put him at the side of 
Gustavus Adolphus and George Washington. 

Alva is a man of iron, without compunction, silent, 
heartless, grim, yet of a certain massiveness and grandeur. 
He has a firm belief in the Established Order, and is 
quite prepared to maintain it, without regard to " natural 
emotions." 

Ferdinand, whose generous admiration for his father's 
victim casts an ennobling light upon Egmont's character, 
is very freely treated by Goethe. From Motley we learn 
that the Grand Prior, Ferdinando de Toledo ( natural son \>«a>^ 
of Alva, and already a distinguished soldier) seems to 
have felt a warm and unaffected friendship for Egmont. 
They became exceedingly intimate, passing their time to- 
gether in banquets, masquerades, and play. He admired 
Egmont*s brilliant exploits, and became the instrument of 
his destruction only under compulsion. At the very last 
moment he warned Egmont to flee for his life. 

The minor characters, such as the deaf veteran Ruysum, 
the contemptible demagogue Vansen, and the timid tailor 
Jetter, are not mere wooden figures, but show individ- 
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uality, just as many unimportant actors in Shakespeare's 
plays are colored by creative power and breathe the breath 
of life. In relation to the larger events of the times they 
show plainly graded differences as regards their attitude 
toward politics and religion. 

ill. HOW GOETHE WROTE EGMONT. 

Goethe spent just twelve years (1775- 1787), including 
interruptions, in writing Egmont. We have no positive 
contemporary evidence as to the earliest work on the 
play; the reminiscences of the poet in later years form 
our only source of information iFor the facts until after 
his arrival in Weimar. There is good reason for believ- 
ing that these later statements are substantially correct. 
According to the last book of his autobiography (Dich- 
tung und Wahrheit, not completed until 1831) he began 
it very vigorously in the autumn of 1775. 

Perhaps the studies in the history of the sixteenth cen- 
tury which he made while writing Gotz and Faust had led 
Goethe to the struggle of the Netherlands with Spain, 
and directed his attention to Egmont as a particularly 
sympathetic figure. In the latter half of September, 
1775, Goethe's engagement with Lili Schonemann had 
been broken off, and, in sheer desperation, he threw 
himself with full energy at the task of writing Egmont. 
Goethe's father, whose strongest wish was a successful 
career for his son, spurred him on by day and by night, 
and did all he could to further the work. Goethe made 
a thorough study of standard historical authorities (such 
as Van Meteren's History of the Netherlands, first pub- 
lished 1597; the celebrated Latin history, The War in the 
Netherlands, by the Jesuit Strada, published 1632; and 
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Hooft's History of the Netherlands^ pnblished 1642), and 
took descriptions from them for the framework and back- 
ground of his drama, appropriating word for word what- 
ever he found useful. An enforced interruption in all 
his other plans, caused by a long delay in getting off for 
Weimar, released all his time for Egmont, and it was 
practically finished by the first of November, 1775. He 
reached Weimar on November 7, 1775, and at once, by 
the force of his personality, took position in the center 
of a life which gave little place for completing a large, 
sustained work of art. In fellowship with the stormy 
and stressful young duke, Karl August, he was at first 
involved in a round of wild, boisterous amusements and 
impossible extravagances, out of which came his gradual 
transformation into a trained statesman, bearing faithfully 
the heavy yoke of the duties of government : finances, the 
army, the fire-department, education, diplomacy, mining, 
farming, and public works became his care. In addition 
were his travels, his studies in natural history and philoso- 
phy, his work (in such stolen moments as he could lay 
hold on) upon other literary projects: Faust, Wilhelm 
Meister, Elpenor, Iphigenie, Tasso, lyric verse, the re- 
vision of Werther. He was a sort of contractor for fash- 
ionable amusements for the gay and gifted court circle 
and bore a large share of the burden of providing operet- 
tas and masquerades, processions and pantomimes, balls 
and ballets. With all this he was, during the first ten years 
in Weimar, completely devoted to the admirable Frau von 
Stein, " disciple of Spinoza, and sister of the holy Christ " ; 
she was the very sun and center of his being. Her influ- 



^ From this work are taken the portraits reproduced in this 
edition. 
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ence tended to scrupulous refinement in taste and manners 
and to a more aristocratic view of life in general. 

The experiences of the years following the first writ- 
ing of Egmont emphasized, in the main, the duty of solid 
service to one's fellowmen in one's settled place, as con- 
trasted with the dreams and sensations of the earlier period. 
The revision of the play proved a most difficult thing, for 
it was a new Goethe, in fact, who took the incomplete work 
in hand again. We have good evidence that Goethe soon 
made the Weimar circle acquainted with parts, at least, of 
the drama he had brought with him. It is not until 
April 12, 1778, however, that his diary gives us information 
that Egmont has again begun to jog his memory. In 
December of that year he is at work on the scene between 
Alva and his son, and Alva's monologue, both in the Fourth 
Act. In 1779 and 1780 we learn of his working off and 
on, with considerable persistency, though without much 
enthusiasm. For the greater part of 1781 we possess no 
diary. At the end of that year Goethe writes to Frau 
von Stein that his Egmont is almost finished, " and were 
it not for that deadly Fourth Act, which I detest and am 
forced to write all over again, I could finish this long-since 
threadbare piece before the end of the year.'* He is still 
ploughmg ahead with it in the earlier part of 1782, and he 
expresses to his guardian spirit an entire willingness to de- 
stroy the whole piece, which drags so in its completion. He 
finds himself quite remote from its spirit, but prefers to let 
it stand just as it was written, except that he proposes to 
take away its " boisterous " style, as being below the digni- 
ty of the subject. The parts which give an inside view of 
the workings of government are doubtless drawn from 
Goethe's own Weimar experiences. It seems certain as well 
that the noticeable measured rhythm of various passages in 
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the play (for instance in the last scene) was not a feature, 
of the first Frankfort production. This marriage of " ge- 
bundene Rede " to the vigorous, forthright cadences of the 
early play is not, in all respects, a happy one. 

On May 5, 1782, Goethe sent a letter to the daughter 
of the historian Justus Moser, which seems to have accom- 
panied the completed work : " Accept with this an experi- 
ment which I made some years ago, and which I have 
not found time since to revise properly. Submit it to 
your father as it is, and then be good enough to let me 
know honestly and fully just what he thinks about it. I 
am quite as much concerned about his approval as about 
his censure. I want to know his entire point of view 
in regard to it." 

From this time until his residence in Italy (1786-1788) 
we have no evidence that Goethe worked on the drama 
at all. To help defray the expenses of his travels and 
residence abroad he had planned an edition of his collected 
works in eight volumes, for which he intended to complete 
his " unfinished Egmont '* to occupy a place in the sixth 
volume. It is not until the beginning of July, 1787, that 
he takes up the revision of Egmont in Rome, working on 
it vigorously and with concentration during the months 
of July and August, in spite of the hot weather. His 
year in Italy had almost completely reversed the " Storm 
and Stress " theory of art which he had held in 1775. It 
had brought him to a full acceptance of the Greek ideals 
of noble simplicity, necessity, and quiet grandeur. On 
September 5, 1787, he jubilantly records*the fact that on 
that day Egmont has been definitively completed. In con- 
trast with the irksomeness of the task in Weimar, he has 
a return of the joy and vigor of his first youth, and a 
sure confidence in the success of his work. There are 
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whole scenes which he does not need to touch. His letters 
to his friends show his delight in the completed play, and 
betray how intensely he hopes for a like satisfaction on 
their part. 

The much-sought-for and highly gifted Angelika Kauff- 
mann, Goethe's friend and artistic guide in Rome, gra- 
ciously consented to draw the frontispiece* for the work, 
which was engraved by the Swiss artist Lips, also a mem- 
ber of the Roman colony at this time. Goethe was highly 
delighted with the picture, which he said " could not have 
been drawn or engraved in Germany," while Schiller 
found it of sufficient importance to merit first mention 
in his celebrated unfavorable review* of Egmont in the 
Allgemeine Literatur-Zeitung of September 20, 1788. 

We see, then, how Egmont is a product of Goethe's 
early life, put into final form in his calm maturity. It 
has gained the noble, serene simplicity of classic culture 
without giving up the impetuous power of youth. 

IV. THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND. 

The play contains within itself about all the historical 
information needed for its own understanding. Goethe 
followed his sources quite accurately, except in making 
events come more closely together. The chief liberty 
he took was the treatment of Egmont's personality 
— including the invention of Klarchen. Egmont's over- 
weening confidence in his lucky star has, for Goethe's 
poetical purposes^ been greatly emphasized and made the 
central point of the drama. That the father of some 

* Reproduced in this volume. 

*In Goedeke's historical-critical edition of Schiller's works, 
vi, 80. 
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dozen children should show an utterly light-hearted reck- 
lessness would appear merely contemptible; hence the 
hero is made a young man, free from social entangle- 
ments and family responsibilities. 

Every young American owes it to himself to become 
acquainted with that elegant product of our native literary 
soil, Motley's Rise of the Dutch Republic, Some details 
of this splendid monument of genius and research have 
been shown to be inaccurate, but there is vastly more deep 
historical truth in its vivid dramatic fiction than in all 
the dead facts of mere statisticians. Chapters VI-X in 
Part Two, and Chapters I and II in Part Three (especially 
accessible in Griffis*s abridgment), give with such lively 
wit a picture of the background against which Egmont 
is played, (that it is a great waste of time not to read them^ 

The constant attempt of the Spanish government under 
Philip the Second to override the ancient rights and lib- 
erties of the Dutch people had led to revolts and uprisings, 
followed by cruel repression, and, in turn, by more deter- 
mined rebellion. Much bitterness was due to Philip's 
quartering Spanish officials and troops upon the land, 
and the institution of new bishoprics without consent of 
the people; but most of all to the looming shadow of the 
Spanish inquisition which was spreading itself over the 
Netherlands. Among the young native nobles who rose, 
almost to a man, to protect the freedom of the land, none 
was more conspicuous than Count Egmont, the flower of 
Flemish chivalry, " on Fortune's cap the very button." His 
title and name came from an ancient castle and domain in 
North Holland. He was supposed to trace his descent 
from the pagan kings of the Frisians, the most ancient of 
existing German races. In personal appearance he was 
tall and commanding; he was distinguished for bravery 
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on many fields. His brilliant victories over the French 
at Saint Quentin (1557) and Gravelines had caused his 
name to resound like a trumpet throughout the whole 
country. " He was the idol of the army, the familiar hero 
of ballad and story; the mirror of chivalry, and the god 
of popular worship." He was very rich, splendid and 
showy in costume and personal surroundings. His wife 
was a Bavarian princess, he himself a Knight of the 
Golden Fleece, the highest order in Christendom. While 
eager for admiration, he was vain and irritable. His lim- 
ited education had fitted him but moderately for any 
affairs except those of the camp. 

Although he was a zealous Romanist, he had joined with 
Prince William of Orange and Count Horn in a remark- 
able letter to the king (March, 1563) remonstrating 
against the tyrannical administration of Cardinal Gran- 
velle, Philip's minister in the Netherlands. Egmont fol- 
lowed this remonstrance by much indiscreet talk in public. 
In December, 1563, a wealthy Dutch baron gave a great 
dinner party to many of his friends among the young 
nobles. In order to hold up to ridicule the pompous dis- 
play in the appurtenances of Granvelle's household, the 
noblemen agreed to adopt for all their servants a uniform, 
coarse livery of the simplest materials. As an emblem 
upon the sleeve they chose a device which resembled a 
monk's cowl or fool's cap, and which was plainly intended 
to ridicule the cardinal. Great excitement was produced 
in the already inflamed minds of the people by these sym- 
bols, which, upon the remonstrance of the Regent Mar- 
garet of Parma, the half-sister of King Philip, were 
changed to another device resembling a bunch of arrows 
or a sheaf of wheat. 

Egmont cultivated the good graces of the middle and 
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lower classes, shooting with them at the target, calling 
every man by his name, and taking part in their public 
banquets. In 1565 he undertook a useless political mission 
to Madrid, where Philip turned his head by showy honors 
and flattery. 

On April 3, 1566, about three hundred of the lesser 
noblemen came in a body into the presence of the Regent 
and her State Council, bringing a petition against the 
inquisition. As they were leaving, one Baron Barlaymont 
remarked to the Duchess, " Is it possible that your High- 
ness can entertain fears of these beggars [gueux"] ? " That 
same evening, at a dinner of these nobles, the question 
arose as to a name for their league. The dinner ended in 
a drunken oigy, during which they caught up as a name 
for themselves the contemptuous title, " Beggars." They 
adopted beggars' costumes of coarsest gray cloth, which 
they proceeded to wear in public, — with the result that 
the flame of popular excitement was fanned to a still 
fiercer heat. 

During August of 1566 various obscene mobs of " image- 
breakers" began furious attacks upon sacred buildings, 
demolishing every vestige of religious art, to the boundless 
horror and scandal of the Spanish government. Margaret 
of Parma demanded from the various governors an oath 
of allegiance to the Roman Catholic faith, and a promise 
to chastise the 'image-breakers. Eg^ont, with others, took 
these vows, after some reluctance, and as governor of 
Flanders showed himself a ready tool of despotism; but 
William of Orange refused, and resigned all his offices 
and honors in the Low Countries. After a vain and 
urgent appeal to Egmont to follow his example, he with- 
drew to an estate in Germany. On August 22, 1567, the 
iron-hearted Duke of Alva entered Brussels with a host 
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of Spanish soldiery, to put an end to all revolt by the most 
drastic means. Egmont, infatuated with confidence, met 
him with every show of cordiality, and, as has been said, 
became particularly intimate with his natural son, the 
Grand Prior Don Ferdinando. On September 9, Alva 
enticed Count Egmont and Count Horn to his palace 
under the pretext of holding a council. Here they were 
entrapped and imprisoned. In view of Alva's arbitrary 
acts, Margaret resigned the regency, and a Council of 
Troubles (the " Blood-Council ") was appointed, to super- 
sede all other tribunals. Egmont and Horn were tried for 
high treason. All exertions of their friends and relatives 
proved vain. After nine months of imprisonment they 
were condemned to death on June 4, 1568. The sentence 
was communicated to them during the following night, 
and the next morning they were executed on the public 
square of Brussels. 
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unb n)ir brdngten unb fd^offen unb l^ieben, ba^ fie bie 
3M(luIer tjergerrten unb il^re Sinien gudEten. I)a toarb ©g* 

20 mont* bag ^ferb unter bem Seibe niebergefd^offen, unb toir 
ftritten lange l^iniibcr l^eruber, SKann fur SKann, ^ferb 
gegen ^ferb, ^aufe ntit ^aufe,* auf bem breiten flad^en 
©anb an ber ©ee l^in. 9luf einmal lam'g, mie t)om 
^immel l^erunter, Don ber SMiinbung be§ gluffeS, bat)! 

25 bau! immer mit ifanonen in bie ^^tingofen brein. @g 
maren 6ngldnber, bie unter bem 2lbmiral SKalin t)on un« 
gefal^r t)on 2)iinlird^en l^er tjorbeiful^ren. 3tt)ar tJtel l^alfen 
fie un§ nid^t; fie lonnten nur mit ben !Ieinften ©^iffen 
l^erbei, unb baS nid^t nal^ genug; fd^offen aud^ tool^l unter 

30 un§ — @S tat bod^ gut! 6g brad^ bie SIBelfd^en unb l^ob 
unfern 2Jtut. ©a ging's! Uxdl xadl l^eriiber, l^iniiber! 



SllIcS tot gcfd^Iaftcn, afleS ins SBajfcr (jcfprcngt. Unb bic 
ftcrle erf often, toie fie ba§ SBaffer fd^merften;^ unb toaS mir 
^ollfinber tt)aren, gerab l^inten brein. Un§, bte totr beib* 
lebig^ finb, tt)arb erft tt)o]^I im 2Baf[er tote ben 3=rof(3^en; 
unb immer bie ^^itibe im 3=lu^ jufammengel^auen, toegge* s 
fd^offen toie bie 6nten,* SBa§ nun nod^ burd^brad^, fd^Iugen 
eud^ auf bet §^Iud^t bie Sauertoeiber ntit ^adfen unb 3Miji- 
gabeln tot. ^Ku^te bod^ bie toelfd^e ^Majeftdt* gleid^ ba§ 
^foti^en reid^en^ unb gfriebe madden. Unb ben gfrieben feib 
il^r un§ fd^ulbig, bem grofeen @gmont fd^ulbig. lo 

Mt. ^od^! bem gro^en 6gmont l^od^! unb abermal 
l^od^! unb abermal l^od^! 

Setter, ^dtte man un§ ben ftatt ber SKargrete t)on 
^arma jum 9legenten gefe^t! 

@oe|t. 5Rid^t fo! Sffia^r bleibt toa^r! 3d^ laffe mir 15 
9Kargareten nid^t fd^elten. 5Run ift'§ an mir. 6§ lebe 
unf re gndb'ge 3=rau ! 

«ae. ©ie lebe! 

@oejt. SBal^rlid^, trefflid^e SBeiber finb in bem ©aufe. 
I)ie aiegentin lebe! 20 

Setter, ^lug ift fie unb mafeig in allem, toa§ fie tut; 
l^ielte fie'§ nur nid^t fo fteif unb feft mit ben ^faffen. 
©ie ift bo(^ axi^ mit fd^ulb, bafe toir bie Diergel^n neuen 
Sifi^ofSmfl^en im Sanbe l^aben. SBoju bie nur foHen? 
5lid^t toal^r, bafe man §^rembe in bie guten ©tellen ein* 25 
fd^ieben lann, too fonft ^bte auS ben ftapiteln getocll^lt 
itourben? Unb toir follen glauben, e§ fei um ber ^Religion 
'toiflen. ^a, e§ l^at fid^.« 3ln brei Sifd^ofen l^atten toir 
genug; ba ging'§ el^rlid^ unb orbentli(^ ju. 9lun mu^ 
bod^ aud^ jeber tun, al» ob er notig todre; unb ba feat's 30 
alien 3lugenblidE 3Serbrufe unb C)ci^i>^l» Unb je me^r il^r 
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bag Dttifl riittcit unb f(^uttclt/ bcfto trUBcr tDxrb'g* (©ic 

trlnlcn.) 

@ocft 2)a§ mar nun be§ ^ontgg SBiHe; fie fann ni(i^t§ 
bat)on, no(^ bagu tuiu 
5 Setter. S)a foHen toir nun bte ncucn ^falmcn^ n^t 
fingen. ©ie finb lual^rUd^ gar fd^on in SReimen gefe^t unb 
l^aben rec^t'trbauIi(^c''2Beifen* S)ie foHen tt)ir nid)t fingen; 
aber ©(^clmenlieber, fot)iel tt)ir tDoHen* Unb tt)aviim? 6§ 
feien '^e^creien brin, fagen fie, unb ©ad^en, @ott ttjei^. 
lo '^^ i)aV \i)xtx^ho6) an^ gefungen; e§ ift je^t tt)a§ 5Reue§, 
id) l^ab' nid^tg brin gefel^en. 

a3ut|cf. 3(^ ttjollte fie* fragen! 3n unfrer ^rot)in} 
fingen tt)ir, tt)a§ n)ir tooHen. 2)a§ mad^t, ba^ ®raf @g= 
mont unfcr ©tattl^alter ift; ber fragt nad^ fo ettDa§ nid)t* 
1 5 — Sn (Sent, ?)pern, burd^ ganj tJIanbern fingt fie, totx 
Selieben l^at* (Saut.) 6^ ift ja \vot)l nid^t^ unfd^ulbiger, ate 
ein geiftU(^ 2ieb?^ 5Rid)t tDa^r, Skater? 

JRtttifum. @i tt)ol^n 6§ ift ja ein ©otteSbienft, eine ©r* 

bauung, 

2o Setter, ©ie fagen aber, e§ fei nid^t auf bie red^te 9lrt, 

nid^t auf il^re 3lrt; unb gefd^rlid^ ift'^ bod^ immer, ba ld$t 

ntan*§ lieber fein.^ S)ie S^Quifition^biener fd)Ieid^en l^erum 

unb pa\im auf; ntandtjer el^rlid^e 9Jlann ift fd^on ungliidEIid^ 

] gemorben. S)er ©emiffen^jmang fe^lte nod^! S)a id^ nid^t 

25 tun barf, n)a§ id^ nto^te, lonnen fie mid^ bod^ benfen unb 

fingen laffen, toa^ \6) toxU. 

@oeft. 2)ie Sfnquifition lommt nid^t auf. 5Bir finb 
nid^t gemad^t, toie bie ©panier, unfer ©emiffen tt)rannifieren 
ju laffen. Unb ber 9lbel muji aud^ beijeiten fud^en, il^r 
30 bie iJIUgel ju befd^neiben. 

Setter. &^ ift febr fatal. SBenn'^ ben lieben Seuten 



^. 21 u f 3 u g. 9 

cmfallt, in mein $au§ ju [tiirmen, unb \6) fi^* an ntcincr 
Slrbcit unb fummc juft einen frangofifd^en ^falm unb 
bcnfc nidbt§ babei, tt)eber ®utc§ no(^ SofcS; i(!^ funtnte il^n 
abcr> toeil cr mir in ber ilefile ift: gleid^ bin x6) ein ^e^er 
unb tocrbc eingeftedt. Dbcr id^ ge^e iibcr Sanb unb bleibe s 
bci cincm ^aufcn 3Solte [tel^en, ba§ eincm neuen ^rebigcr ju* 
^ort, cinem Don benen, bie qu§ S)eutf(^Ianb gefommcn [inb: 
auf bcr ©tcHc l^ei^' ii) ein SRebeH unb fomme in ©efol^r, 
mcincn ^opf ju berlieren. ^obt i^r jc cinen t)rebi9en l^oren? 

@oefit. SBacfre Seutc. 3ttvLl\6) f)'6xt' xi) cinen auf bent lo 
3=clbe Dor taufenb unb taufenb aKenfd^en ft)re(^en. S)a§ 
toax ein anber ®elo(^,^ al^ toenn unfre auf ber ifanjel 
l^erunitrommeln unb bie Seute mit Iateinif(i)en SSroden er= 
toiirgen. S)er fprat^ Don ber Seber tt)eg; fagte, tt)ie fie 
un§ bi^l^er l^dtten bei ber 5Rafe l^erumgeful^rt, un§ in ber is 
S)umm]^eit erl^alten, unb toie tt)ir nte^r @rleu(^tung l^aben 
fonnten. — Unb ba§ bett)ie§ er euci^ aHe§ au§ ber S3ibel. 

Setter. S)a mag bod^ aud^ toa^ bran fein» 3>c^ fagt'g 
immer felbft unb grubelte fo iiber bie ©ad^e nad^. 9Rir 
ift'S lang im ^opf l^erumgegangen. 20 

»iHrf. 6§ Iduft il^nen aud^ aHe§ 3Solf nad^. 

@oeft. 3)a0 glaub' id^, mo man toa§ ®ute§ l^oren lann 
unb toaS 5Reue§. 

Setter. Unb tt)a§ ift'§ benn nun? 9Man lann ja cinen 
jcben t)rebigen laffen nad^ feiner SBeife. 25 

a3ttt|if. 3=rifd^, il^r C>^^^^^! ttber bem ©d^ma^cn Dcr» 
ge^t il^r ben SQBcin unb Dranien. 

Setter. ®en nid^t ju Dergeffcn. S)a§ ift ein red^ter 
SBall: menu man nur an Hjix benft, meint man gleid^, 
. man fonne fid^ l^inter i^n Dcrfteden, unb ber S:cufel brdd^te 30 
einen nid^t l^erDor. $od^! SQBil^elm Don Dranien, fiod^I 
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@oeft. 5lun, 2Ktcr, bring' ani) bcinc ©cfunbl^cit. 

9hnfiim. 9lltc ©olbatcn! 9lflc ©olbatcn! e§ Icbc bei 
ifricg! 
5 »inif. Srabo, 3Ktcr! Mc ©olbatcn! g§ Icbc bcr flricg! 

Setter, ifrtcg! flrtcg! 2Bi^t il^t ani), toaS il^r ruft? 
2)a^ c§ cud^ Ici(i^t t)om 9Kunbc gcl^t, ift tt)o]^I natiirlid^; 
mt lumpig abcr unfcrcincm babci gu 9Kutc ift, fann i(i^ 
ni(i^t fagcn. 2)a§ gangc Jf^^t ba§ ©ctrommcl gu ]^5rcn; 
lo unb ni(i^t§ gu l^orcn, al§ toic ba cin ©aufcn gcgogcn fommt 
unb bott cin anbrcr, toic fic iibcr cincn ^UQtl famcn unb 
bci cincr SWiil^Ic l^icltcn, tote t)icl ba gcblicbcn* finb, tt)ie t)icl 
bort, unb tt)ic fic fid^ briingcn, unb cincr gcioinnt, bcr 
anbcrc t)crlicrt, ol^nc ba§ man fcin* SEagc^ bcgrcift, rocr 
15 tt)a§ gcioinnt obcr bcrlicrt. SBic cine ©tabt cingenommcn 
tt)irb, bic Siirgcr crmorbet tocrbcn, unb tt)ic'§ ben armcn 
SBcibern, ben unfci^ulbigen Sinbern crgcl^t. 2)a§ ift cine 
3lot unb 2lngft, man benft jcben 2lugenbli(f : „2)a fommen 
fic! 6§ gcl^t un§ an^ fo." 
20 @oeft. Drum mu^ a\x^ cin Siirgcr immer in SBaffen 
geiibt fein. 

^ttttt. 3a, c§ flbt fid^, tt)cr ^frau unb Sinbcr Ijat. 
Unb bod^ pr* i(i^ nod^ lieber don ©olbatcn, al§ i(i^ fic fel^c. 

»iHif» S)a§ foUt* x6) flbcl ncl^mcn. 
25 Setter* 9luf (S\x6) ift'S ni(i^t gcfagt, fianbSmann. SBic 
tt)ir bic fpanif(i^cn Scfa^ungen Io§ toarcn," l^oltcn tt)ir tt)ic« 
bcr 2ltcm. 

@oeft. @clt!* bic lagcn bir am f(i^tt)crftcn auf? 

Setter. Sejier' (Sr fi(i^!'^ 
30 @oeft» 2)ic l^attcn f(i^arfc ©inquarticrung bci bir. 

Setter, ^alt bcin aWauI! 
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©oeft. ©ic l^atten i^n t)crtricbcn au§ bet Siixi)t, bem 
Reflet, bcr ©tube — bem S3cttc* (stc lad^cno 

Setter. S)u bift cin Stropf. 

f&ntfd. ^fricbc, il^r ^errcn! 9KuB bet ©olbat S^ttebe 
rufen? — 5lun, ba il^r don un§ nt(^t§ pren toollt, nun 5 
brtngt aud^ eure ©efunbl^ett au§, cine bur(;erlt(i^e ©efunbl^ett. 

Setter. Daju finb tnit berett! ©i(i^er]^eit unb Sluice! 

©oefr Orbnung unb ^fretl^ett! 

©mrf. Stab! ba§ finb au(i^ tt)ir jufrieben. 

(©ie ftoBen an unb toieber^olen ftdi^UdQ bie ^orte. bo(6 fo, ba§ teber ein anberd aus« 
nift, unb es eine 9trt llanon^ toitb. 2)ei ^Ue ^ord^t unb ffint enblic^ auc^ mit ein.^ 

mt. ©id^erl^ett unb Sluice! Orbnung unb Qfretl^ett! 10 



^atajl ber Slegcnttn. 

a^ar^atete toon ^arnta in ^agblleibern. ^ofleute. ^agen. Sebiente. 

[Regetttttt. Sf^i^ P^Di ^^^ 3cigcn ah, \i) toerbe l^eut nid^t 
retten. ©agt SWad^iabeflen, er foil gu mtr fommen. 

Der ©ebanfe an btefe fd^redfU(i^en Segebenl^etten Idfet mir 
feine Slu^e! 5Rtc^t§ tann mid^ crgo^en, ni(i)t§ mid^ ger= 
ftreuen; tmmer finb biefe Silber, biefe ©orgen t)or mir. 15 
5lun roirb ber ^onig fagen, bie§ fein^ bie 3?oIgen meiner 
©iite, meiner 5lad^fi(i^t; unb \>o^ fagt mir mein @ett)iffen 
jeben Slugenblidf, ba§ 3fldtli(^fte, ba§ SSefte getan gu l^aben. 
©oflte i(i^ friil^er mit bem ©turme be§ @rimme§ biefe 
3^Iammen anfa(^en unb uml^ertreiben? ^ij f)o\\it, fie gu 20 
umfteHen,' fie in fid^ felbft gu berfc^utten. 3a, maS id) mir 
felbft fage, toa^ i^ tool^I mx^, entf(i^ulbigt mid^ dor mir 
felbft; aber mie mirb e§ mein ©ruber aufne^men? 5)enn, 
ift eS gu leugnen? ber llbermut ber fremben Sel^rer* l^at 




ti» " ImafC-bicakera" at woiIe. ijte. 

fi(6 Wfllid) etfiD^t; fie fiaitn unfer ^dligtum deldfteit, bit 
ftumpfen ©inneii^ be§ ^PobelS gerriittel unb ben iSc^roinbe[= 
fleift unter fie gebannt. Unrcine ©cifter f)abm (ict) untct 
bie 9lufru^Kt flemifdjt, unb (cf)«(fttrf)e %aUn (inb flcf(t)e^eit, 
bie ju benten fd^auber^nft ift unb bie ic^ mm cinjein nad) 
^ofe iu beridjten ^abc, Ic^netl unb einjcin, bontit mit ber 
aflgemeine SRuf nidjt juDorfomme, bnmit ber ffiinig nti^t 
benle, mon moUe noc^ inel)r Derl)etmliii)cn. ^i) Uifi lein 
SKittel, Kebet ftreniieS nod) gelinbeS, bem Ubel su ^euern. 
□ O, roaS finb mit ©roBen' auf ber Sffloge ber 9)ten(i^^eit? 
SBir glaukn, fie ju be^ctr[d)cii, iinb fie treibt unS auf 
unb niebet, fjin unb ftet, 

SUitioiKn llritt «uf), 

ntgeHtiH. ©inb bie Sriefe an ben ffiiniB aufflcfe|(t? 
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9)loi^iatPctt» 3n einer ©tunbe lt)erbet ^f)x fie unter* 
[(^rciben lonnen. 

^Jicfletititt* ^ahi ^l^r ben S3erid}t au^fufjtlid) c^enug ^c^ 
madit? 

aWoi^iatPefi* SluSfiil^rlid) unb umftdnbU(^, iDie e§ bet 5 
^onig liebt. 3>4 erjd^Ie/ tt)ie juerft urn ©t. Cmer bie 
bilberftiirmerifd^e 2But fic^ geigt. S5Jie eine rafeube 5Jlenge, 
tnit ©toben, Seifen, ^ammnn, Seitern, ©tricfen berfel^en, 
don toentg SeiDaffneten begleitet, erft ^apellen, ^irci^en 
unb Slofter anfaHen, bte Slnbcic^tigen berjagen; bie t)er= ig 
fd^Io[fenen ^forten aufbrerfjen, alleS umfe^ren, bie 3lltdre 
itieberreiBen, bie ©tatuen ber |)eiligen jerfd^Iagen, atle ©e* 
mdlbe berberben, alle§, idqS fie nur ©emei^tes, ©el^eiligte^ 
antreffen, gerfc^mettern, serrei^en, jertreten. SBie fic^ ber 
^aufe imteriDeg^ bermelftrt bie (SiniDol^ner bon ?)|)ern il^nen 15 
bie Sore eroffnen. SBie fie ben S)om mit unglaubMtfier 
©dinefle bermiiften, bie 35ibIiotI)ef be§ Sifd;of§ berbrennen* 
SSie cine groj^e 9JJenge 93oIf^, t)on gleidjem Unfinn er= 
griffen, fid) iibet 3)Jenin, Komineig, 93ertt)id), 2iIIe ber* 
breitet, nirgenb SBiberftanb finbet, unb mie faft inx^ ganj 20 
3^Ianbern in einem 9(ugenblide bieunge^eure 95erf(|tt)orung 
\\d) erfldrt unb au^gefiil^rt ift. 

JRcflctititi* 3td;, n)ie ergreift mid) auf§ neue ber ©c^merj 
bei beiner ffi3ieber!^oIung! Unb bie S^urc^t gefeflt fid^ ba= 
j|u, ba§ iibel merbe nur grower unb grower tt)erben. ©agt 25 
mir Sure ©ebanten, 5Jtac^iat)eII! 

aWoc^iatiefi* Sgerjeil^en*^ (Sure ^ol^eit, meine ©ebanfen 
fe{)en ©rillen fo df}n{id); unb menu ^l^r auc^ immer mit 
metnen ®ienften gufricben mart, ^M 3t)r bod) felten 
meinem SRat folgen mogen* ^I)^ fagtet oft im ©d)er5e: 3c 
,S)u fie^ft gu meit, 5)Jad^iabefl! S)u foOteft ©efc^i(i^t= 
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fd^eibet fein: tott ^anbelt, mufe fur§ Sldd^ftc forgcn.*' Unb 
hodf, fyibt id) biefe Ck\d)x6)tt nid^t DorauS cr^d^it? ^ab' 
id^ ntd^t adeS Dorau^ (;efel^n? 
tRegentiii* 34 f^^ <iud^ Diel DorauS, o^ne e§ anbem 

5 nu fdnnen.* 

VUilH^elL @m SSort fiir taufenb: S^r untetbriidt bie 
neue £el^re nui^t. £a^t fte gelten, fonbert {te Don ben 
Sled^tgldubigen, gebt tl^nen jttrd^, fa^t fte in bie biirger:: 
liift Orbnuttfl, fd^rftnft fie ein; unb fo l^abt Sl^r bie ?(uf- 

lo tiil^rer auf einmal jur Sluice gebrad^t. 3ebe* anbem 
SJlittel finb t)erflebli(i^, unb ^i)x Derl^eert ba§ 2anb. 

fUgtuHu. ^aft bu Detgeffen, mit tt)eld^em ^bfd^u metn 
SJrubet felbft bie ^xa^t Demarf, ob man bie neue Se^rc 
bulben tonne? SBeifet bu ntd^t, ttJie er mir in jebem Sriefe 

15 bie Crl^altunfl U§ ttwl^ren @Iauben§ auf§ eifrigfte em« 
t)fie^It? baft et JJlul^e unb @inigfeit auf iloften ber 
Sleliflion nid^t j^erfleftettt toiffen tt)ia? C)iilt er nid^t felbft 
in ben ^rot)injen ©pione, bie tt)ir nid^t fennen, urn ju 
erfal^ren, toer fid^ ju ber neuen SMeinung l^iniiberneigt? 

to ^at er nid^t gu unfrer 3Sertt)unberun9 un§ biefen unb jenen 
flenannt, ber fid^ in unfrer M^t l^eimlid^ ber ^e^erei fd^ulr 
bifl mad^te? Sefiel^lt er nid^t ©trenge unb ©d^drfe? Unb 
id^ foil gelinb fein? 3d^ foil SSorfd^Iftge tun, ba^ er nadf)« 
fel^e, ba§ er bulbe? Jffiiirbe id^ nid^t alle§ SSertrauen, alien 

25 ©lauben bei il^m Derlieren? 

a»ai^ittt>ea. ^i) mx^ too^I; ber ^finig befie^It, er Idfet 
@ud^ feine ?lbfid^tcn toiffen. ^I^r follt Sluice unb ^friebe' 
ttjieber ^crftellen, burd^ ein 5KitteI, ba§ bie ©emuter nod^ 
mel^r erbittert, ba§ ben Srieg unbermeiblid^ an alien 

30 (?nben anblafen tt)irb. Sebenft, tt)a§ ^f)x tut. 2)ie grop* 
ten ftaufleute finb angeftedft, ber 2lbel, ba§ SBoIl, bie 
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Solbaten. S3Ba§ l^ilft c§, auf fctncn ©cbanfen bcl^arren, tocnn 
)\6) um un§ alleS cinbert? 5IKo(i)tc bod^ ein gutct ©eift 
^pi^illppcn ctngeben, ba^ c§ einem ff5ntge anftdnbtgcr tft, 
S3urgcr gtoctcrlct @Iaubcn§ gu regieren, al§ fie bur(i^ ein« 
aitbct aufjutctbcn. s 

Sicgeittitt. ©old^ ein SBBort nic toicbcr! 3[(i^ tt)et^ idoI^I, 
ba§ ^olitt! feltcn Srcu' unb ©lauben l^altcn lann/ bafe 
fie Off enl^eit, ©utl^erjigfeit, 5la(|giebtglett au§ unfern ^erjen 
au§f(|Iie^t. 3fn tt)eItH(|en ©efd^ftften tft ba§ leiber nut ju 
toaf)x; joHen tt)tt abet and) mit ®ott fpielen, tt)te unter lo 
einanbet? ©oHen ton gletd^giilttg gegen unfre betDftl^rte 
Sel^te fetn, fflr bie .fo biele il^r Seben aufgebpfert l^aben? 
5)te foUten tt)it l^ingeben an l^ergelaufne, ungett)tffe, fid^ 
felbft tt)iberfpre(i^enbe 5Reuerungen? 

aRoi^itttiea. 2)enft nut beSraegen ni(|t iibler t)on mtr. 15 

[Regetttitt. ^6) fenne bt(| unb beine Streue unb toti^, 
baB etnet ein el^rlid^et unb berftftnbiger 9Kann fein fann, 
loenn er gleid^ ben ndc^ften beften SBeg^ gum ^eil feiner 
©eele t)erfe]^It ^a\. @§ finb nod^ anbere, SKad^iabefl, 
Wdnmx, bie i^ fc^d^en unb tabein mufe. 20 

SRai^iotiea* SBen begeid^net ^l^r mir? 

Siegctttttt* 3d^ !ann e§ gefte^en, ba$ mir ggmont l^eute 
einen rec^t innerlid^en, iiefen SSerbru^ erregte. 

mati^xat)tU. ®urd^ ml6)t^ Setragen? 

Siegentitt* ©utd^ fein gemo^nlid^e^, burd^ @leid^giiltig= 25 
feit unb Seid^tfinn. 3d^ erl^ielt bie fd^redflid^e Sotfd^aft, 
eben ate id), Don t)ielen unb il^m begleitet, au§ bet ^ird^e 
ging. ^d) l^ielt meinen ©(i^merg nid^t an, i6) beflagte mid^ 
taut unb tief, inbent id) mi(| gu il^m toenbete: „®t% toa^ 
in (Surer ^rot)ing entfteljt! S)a§ bulbet ^^r, @raf, ijon 30 
bem ber Sfinig fid^ afleg t)erfprad^?" 
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^adiiatftU. Unb tt)a§ ontiDortcte er? 

[Regentitt. 21I§ tt)enn e§ niditS, al§ iDcnn e§ cine 5lcbcn=: 
fa(i^c iDdrc, berfe^tc cr: SBdren nut erft btc 5ltcbcrlcinber 
iibet il^rc SSerfaffung bctul^igt! 2)a§ iibrigc tDurbc fid^ 
5 Icici^t gcben.^ 

aKac^iatPett. SJieHciti^t ^at ct toal^rcr al§ Hug unb fromm 

gefpro(|cn. SKtc fofl S^traucn cntftcl^cn unb bleiben, locnn 

bcr 5liebcrldnbcr ficl^t, ba^ c§ mcl^r um feinc Sefi^tumcr, 

al§ um fetn SBol^I, um fctnet ©eelc ^eil su tun ift? 

10 $aben btc ncucn SSifd^ofe mcl^r ©eelen gerettet, aU fettc 

^friinben gcfdimauft, unb finb c§ nt(i^t nieift t?tcnibc? 

3lod) tt)crbcn aUc ©tatt{)altcrf(^aften tnit 5RieberIanbern bc= 

fc^t; laffen fici^ e§ bic ©panicr nid^t gu bcutli(| merfen, 

ba^ ftc btc griJ^tc, uniotbcrftcl^Itd^ftc Scgtcrbc naij bicfen 

IS ©tcllen cmpfinben? SBifl cin SSolI ntc^t liebet nad^ fciner 

Slrt t)on ben ©etntgen rcgicrct merbcn, al§ t)on ^^temben, 

btc erft tm Sanbe ^\^ iDieber Sefi^tiimer auf Unfoften aller 

gu erttjcrben fudien, btc etncn fremben 5DJafeftab inttbrtngen 

unb unfreunbltd^ unb oI)nc 2;etlnef)mung^ I)errfd^en? 

20 [Hcgcntitt. 5)u fteUft bid^ auf bic ©eitc bcr ©egncr. 

^lad^iatftU. 9JJtt bem ^ergen gen)i$ ntdjt; unb tt)oflte, 
i6) lonntc mtt bem SSerftanbc gang auf bcr unfrigen fein. 

mcgcntin* SOBenn bu fo totflft, fo tdt' c§ not, xi) trdtc 

tl^ncn meinc SRegentfc^aft ab; benn @gmont unb Orantcn 

25 madden fidf) grofec |)offnung, bicfen ^la^ cinjuncl^mcn. 2)a=: 

mate tt)aren fie ©cgner; je^t finb fie gcgen mid^ t)crbuns 

ben, finb gftcunbe, ungertrcnnlid^e ^frcunbc gett)orben. 

aKac^iatiea. gin gefd^rlid^cS ^aar. 

[Hegcntiti. ©oil id^ aufrid^tig reben; id^ fiird^tc Dranien, 

30 unb id^ furd^tc fiir @gmont» Oranien finnt nid^t§ @ute§, 

feinc ©cbanfcn rcid^en in bic 3fernc, cr ift l^cimlid^, fd^eint 



allc§ anjuncl^mcn, tt)ibcrfpri(|t ntc, unb in tiefftcr ©l^ts 
furd^t, mit greater SSorfid^t tut ex, tt)a§ xi)m belicbt. 

aRof^iauett* SRed^t im ©cgenteil gel^t @gmont ctnen 
freien ©(^ritt, al§ tDcnn bic 2BeIt il^m gel^ortc. 

[Hcgctttitt* 6r trdgt ba§ ^aupt fo ^od), al§ toenn bic 
^anb bet 9Kaj[c[tcit ni(|t iibcr il^m fd^iocbtc. 

aRaiJ^iauen* ®ic 9lugcn bc§ ^olU finb oHe nad^ il^m 
gcrid^tet, unb bie emergen l^dngcn an il^m. 

fRegcntitt. Jlie ^at er einen ©rf)etn bcrmicbcn, ate ttjenn 
niemanb 9lc(|enf(^aft don il^m gu forbern l^dtte. 3lod) trdgt lo 
er ben Stamen ©gmont.^ @raf ©gmont, freut i^n, \x6) 
nennen ju l^oren; ate raoUte er nicf)t bergeffen, bap fetne 
93orfa]&ren Sefi^er t)on ©efbern^ toaren. SKaruni nennt er 
\\i) nt(|t ^rinj don ©aure, tt)te e§ il^m gufommt? 
SBarum tut er bag? SBxH er erlofd^nc 9led^te mieber 15 
geltenb madden? 

awai^iatiea. ^6) f)alk il^n fiir einen treuen 2)iener be§ 
S5nig§. 

9iegetttttt. 5IBenn er tooDte, tt)ie berbient fonnte er fid^ - 
urn bie 9legierung madden; anftatt ba^ er un§ fd^on, ol^ne 20 
fid^ gu nu^en, unfdglirf)en SSerbrufe gemad^t l^at. ©eine 
©efeDfd^aften, ©aftmal^Ie unb ©elage l&aben ben 2lbel mel^r 
berbunben unb berfniipft, ate bie gefdl^rlidfiften l^eimlid^en 
Sufammenfiinfte. OTit feinen ©efunbl^eiten l^aben bie ©dfte 
einen bauernben SRaufd^, einen nie fid^ bergiel^enben ©d^min- 25 
bel gefd^opft. 5IBie oft fe^t er burd^ feine ©d^ergreben bie 
©emiiter be§ 33oIte in Settjegung, unb tt)ie ftu^te ber ^obel 
iiber bie neuen Sibreen,* iiber bie torid^ten Slbgeid^en ber 
Sebienten ! 

^a^xatftU. ^i) bin ubergeugt, e§ mar ol^ne Slbfid^t. 30 

IHegentitt. ©d^Iimm genug* SBie id^ fage: er fd^abet 
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un§ unb itufet \xi) nid^t. @t nimmt ba§ ©mftl^c fd^erg= 
l^aft, unb tt)tr, um nid^t mtt^ig unb naci^Iclffig gu f(i^ctncn, 
mtiffcn ba§ ©d^crjl^afte ernftl^ ncl^mcn. ©o l^e^t ctn§ 
ba§ anbrc; unb tt)a§ man abjuttjcnben ^\x6)t, ba§ mad^t fici^ 

5 crft xt6)t @r ift gcfal^rlici^cr, al§ etn cntfd^tebncS ^aupt 
einer Serf (|tt)orung ; unb id^ milpte nii(| fe^r trren, tt)cnn 
man tl^m bci ^ofc nid^t aHeS gebenit* ^6) fann nid^t 
Icugnen, e§ t)ergc]^t toenig 3^it, ba^ cr mid^ nt(i^t empfinbs 
lid^, fel^r empfinbl^ mac^t. 

lo Wladixat^tU. @r f(i^ctnt mir in aDcm nad^ feincm ©ctotffcn 
gu l^anbcln. 

9{egetttitt* ©ctn ©etoiffcn ^ai cincn gefdfligen ©picgcl.^ 
©cm Setragcn ift oft beleibigcnb. @r fiel^t oft au§, al§ 
n^enn cr in bet t)5IIigcn ilbergcugung Icbc, cr fei ©err, 

IS unb tooDc c§ un§ nur au§ ©efdHigfcit nid^t f Allien laffcn, 

tooUc un§ fo gcrabc ntd^t gum Sanbc l^inauSjagcn; c§ tocroc 

fid^ fd^on gcbcn*^ 

mad^iat^tU. ^6) bittc gud^, Icgt fcinc Offcn^cit, fcin 

/ gliidflid^c§ Slut, ba§ aOc^ SBid^tigc Ictd^t bc^anbclt,' nid^t gu 

2o gcfdl^rlid^ au§. ^ijx fd^abct nur il^m unb @ud^. 

Siegctititi. 3fd^ lege nid^ts au§. 3d^ fpred^c nur t)on 
ben unt)crmeiblid^cn Sfolgcn, unb id^ fcnnc il^n* ©cin 
nicberWnbtfd^er 9lbcl unb fcin golben a3Iie§* t)or bcr S3ruft 
ftftrfen fein SScrtrauen, feine Jlii^nl^eit. Seibeg fann il^n 

25 dor einem fd^ncllen loillWrlid^en Unmut bc§ S5nig§ fd^ii^en. 
Untcrfud^' e§ gcnau; an bcm gangen Ungludf, ba§ tJIanbern 
trifft, ift cr bod^ nur aUcin fd^ulb. @r l^at guerft ben 
frcmben Scl^rcrn nad^gcfel^n, ^af § fo gcnau nid^t genommen 
unb bicDeid^t fid^ l^cimlid^ gcfreut, bafe mir cttt)a§ gu fd^affen 

30 l^attcn. 2a^ mid^ nur! SSa§ id^ auf bcm |)crgcn l^abc, foil 
bci bicfcr ©clcgcnl^cit bat)on. Unb id^ toill bic ^fcilc nid^t 



w 
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umfoit|i t)erf(|tc^en; i^ tt)eife, tt)o er cmpfinbltd^ tft. 6r 
ijl aud^ cmpfinbl^^^ 

a»ai^iat>ca. ^abt ^l^t ben 9lat gufammcnbcrufcn laffcn? 
^ommt Oranten a\x^? 

[Rcgetttitt. ^i) f)ait nai^ 2lnttt)cr})en um il^n gefci^tdft* s 
3(^ tt)in il^ncn bic Saft bet SSerantoortung italic genug gu« 
toftljcn; fie foUen fid^ mit mtt bcm libel crnftlid^ cntgegeus 
fe^cn obet [xi) ani) ate SRebcHcn ctfldren. (Silt, ba^ bic 
Stiefe fcrtig toerben, unb bringc mir fie gut Untetf(i^tift. 
2)ann fenbe fd^nell ben bettJdl^rten 9Sa§fa nad^ SKabtib; et lo 
ift unetmiibet unb tteu; ba^ mein Stubet guetft butd^ il^n 
bie 3laS)xx6)i etfal^te, ba§ bet Sluf il^n m6)t iibeteile. ^S) 
tt)in il^n felbft no(i^ fpted^en, el^ et abgel^t. 

aWtti^iauett* @ute Sefel^Ie foDen f^nett unb genau be* 
folgt toetben. 15 

^iirger^au9. 

ftlate. Stlaxtni Ttuttei. Sradenfiutg. 

!^Iarc. aSBoUt 3fl^t mit nid^t ba§ @atn l^alten, Stadfen- 
Butg? 

»roifettbitrg. ^d^ bitf 6u(|, t)erf(|ont mid), fllfttd^en. 

more. 2Ba§ ^abt ^l^t toiebet? SQBdrum betfagt 3f]^t 
mit biefen tieinen Siebe^bienft? 20 

SBraifettbttrg. 3f]^t bannt mid^ mit bem 3tt)itn fo feft t)ot 
©ud^ l^in, id^ fann @uetn 9lugen nid^t auSmeid^en. 

more. ©tiHenf fommt unb l^altet! 

WlMtt dm ©effct ftricfenb). ©iugt bod^ ein§! 33tadfenburg 
fefunbiert* fo l^ilbfd^. ©onft toaxt il^t luftig, unb id^ l^atte 25 
immet toaS gu lad^en. 

SBroffeubttrg. ©onft. 

.more. SQBit tooHen ftngen. 
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matt. 5Rur pbfd) munter unb ftifd^ tocg! @§ ift ctn 
©olbatenUcb(|en, titein Setbftucf.^ 

(©ie tt)lcfclt ®arn unb fingt mlt ©rodcttburg.) 

2)ie Slromtnel gcriil^rct! 
5 2)a§ ^feif(|en flcfpiclt!^ 

9Kein Siebftcr geit)ajfnet 

®cm ^aufen bcficl^It, 

2)ie Sangc I)0(| ful^ret, 

2)te Seute rcgicrct. 
10 28ic Ilopft mir ba§ C>^rjc! 

28ic toaUt mir ba§ Slut! 

O, Ijatf id^ cm JffidmSlcm 

Unb C)ofcn unb ^ut! 

^6) folgf il^m gum Stor 'nau§ 
15 9Kit mutigcm ©d^ritt, 

©ing' bur(| btc ^rot)ingcn, 

@tng* iiberaD mit. 

®ic tJcinbc f(|on tociiJ^cn, 

SBir fc^tegen ba brcin. 
20 SQBeI(| ©lUcf fonbergIet(|en, 

ein aWann^bilb gu fctn! 

(©rodettibutg f^at unter bem ©Ingen fttSrtften oft ongefeften ; jute^t blelbt i^m ble 
©timme ftoden, bie Xranen lommen ifim in bie Slugen, et lafet ben Strang fatten unb 
ge^t anS genfter. 5tliir(ften ftngt t>ai Sleb attein ou8, ble aWuttet rtlnft Iftt ^atb un* 
ttiaig,^ fte ftei^t auf, gei^t einige ©cdritte nad^ i^m ftin, le^rt Igalb unfd^IUffig n^ieber 

um unb fe^t fl^.) 

mntttu SQBag gibfs auf bet ©affe, Sracfenburg? ^6) 
]^6re marf(i^icrcn. 
^tadtvUbntq. @§ ift btc 2cibtt)a(i^c bet 9lcgenttn. 
more. Um bicfc ©tunbc? SOBag foil bag bebcuten? 

(@lc ftcl^t auf unb gcl^t on boS genftet su Statfenburg.) S)ag tft ni(i)t bie 
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i&QlxS)t ^aS)t, ba§ finb iDett mc^r! ?ya[t allc iljre ^aufeti. 
D Sracfenburg, gcl^t! l^ort einmal, tt)a§ c§ gibtl @§ mufe 
cttt)a§ Se|onberc§ fein. ©cl^t, guter Stacfenburg, tut mir 
ben ©efallen. 
S3raifen(ttrg. ^6) gel^e! ^i) bin qkxi) miebet ba! (®r 5 

reid^t i^r abge^enb bie ^anb; fte gibt i^nt bie i^rige.) 

a)%tttter* ®u f(|icf[t il^n fd^on tt)iebcr meg. 

^tore* 3(^ bin neugierig, Unb oud^ berbenft mir'§ 
ni(|t, feine ©egenraart tut mir m^. ^6) mi^ immer nid^t, 
tt)ie id^ mid; gegen il^n betragen foil, 3fd^ l^abe Unred^t 
gegen il^n, unb mxi) nagfs am ^txitn, bafe er e§ fo 10 
lebenbig fiil^It. — ^ann id^'§ bo(| ni(i^t anbern! 

aRtttter* @g i[t ein fo treuer Surf(i^e, 

^(orc* S4 Iann'§ avi6) ni(|t laffen, \^ mu^ il^m freunb= 
lid^ begegnen. 9Keine ^anb briicft fid^ oft unberfel^en^ ju, 
menn bie feine mid^ fo leife, fo liebebott anfapt. Sdf) 15 
mad^e mir SSorttJiirfe, bafe id^ il^n betriige, ba$ id^ in feinem 
^erjen eine bergeblid^e ©offnung nal^rc* 3d^ bin iibel bran.^ 
SBeiB ©ott, id^ betrug' i^n nid^t. 3d^ mifl nid^t, bafe er 
l^offen foil, unb id^ !ann il^n boc^ nid^t berjtoeifeln laffen. 

mntttx. 2)a§ ift nid^t gut. 20 

^(ore* 3fd^ l^atte il^n gem unb tt)ill il^m aud^ nod^ mol^I 
in ber Seek, ^d^ l^dtte il^n l^eiraten lonnen, unb glaube, 
id^ mar nie in il^n t)erliebt. 

a^httter. ©liidflid^ tt)cirft bu immer mit il^m gettjefen. 

^lorc* SBcire berforgt unb ptte ein ru^ige§ Seben. 25 

aWtttter. Unb ba§ ift alle§ burd^ beine ©d^ulb berfd^erjt. 

^(orc* Sd^ bin in einer tounberlic^en Sage. 5IBenn id^ 
fo nad^benle, toie e§ gegangen ift, meife i(|'§ tnol^I unb 
mei^ e§ nid^t. Unb bann barf id^ @gmont nur toieber 
anfel^en, tt)irb mir alle§ fel^r begreiflid^, ja toare mir toeit 30 
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mc^r begteifl^. ^6), toaS tff§ cin 2Wann!^ Mt ^ro- 
t)tngcn bctcn tl^n an, unb \6) in fcinem 9lrm fofltc n^t 
ba§ fllflcfUpe ©cfd^Spf t)on bcr SBcIt fcin? 

aWttttcr* SQBic totrb'S in bet 3ulunft toetbcn? 
5 Stlatt. ^^, \6) fragc nut, ob ct mid^ ttcbt; unb ob cr 
mid^ licbt, ift ba§ cine S^tagc? 

^hitter* SJlan l^at nid^ts alS ^ctgcnSangji mit fein^n 
ilinbctn. SBtc ba§ ausgcl^cn toitb! 3mmct ©9tflc unb 
ilummct! @§ flcl^t nid^t gut au§! S)u l^aft btd^ unglfldf- 
io Ii(i^ flcntad^t! nttd^ unflIil(fU(i^ gemaci^t! 

Stiatt (gcioffcn). 3f]^t Itcfect c§ bod^ im 9lnfanflc. 

abutter. Scibct mat id^ gu gut, bin immct ju gut. 

Stlan. SBcnn ©gmont t)otbcitttt unb x6) an§ S^cnftct 

licf, f(i^altct 3^t mid^ ba? SEtatct 3^t nid^t felbft an§ 

IS S^cnftct? SBcnn ct l^etauf \af), Iftd^cltc, nidftc, mid^ gtflfetc, 

toax cS @ud^ jumibct? gfanbct ^l^t 6ud^ nid^t fclbft in 

@utet SEod^tct gccl^tt? 

^hitter. SJlad^c mit nod^ 3Sottt)tttfc. 

Stlatt (gerfl^rt), SBcnn et nun 6ftct bic ©tta^e fam unb 

2o tt)it tool^I ffll^Itcn, bafe ct um meinetttjiHen ben JBcg mad&tc, 

bemctftct 3^t'S nid^t fclbft mit ^cimhd^et g^tcubc? 3lieft 

3]^t mid^ ai, tt)cnn id^ l^intct ben ©d^ciben ftanb unb il^n 

ctmattetc? 

Witttt. 2)ad^te id^, ba^ e§ fo tt)eit fommen foBte? 

25 Stlatt {mit ftodenbet @ttmine unb suriltfgel^aUenen ZtSnen). Uub tDiC 

et un§ abenbs, in ben SKantel eingepUt, bei bet 2ampi 
flbettafd^te, toet toax gefd^dftig, il^n ju empfangen, ba id^ 
auf meinem ©tul^I toit angefettet unb ftaunenb fi^en blieb? 
Witttt. Unb tonnte id^ ftttd&ten, bafe biefe unglildflid^e 
30 Siebe ba§ Huge illfttd&en fo balb l^intei^en tofltbe? 3d| 
mu^ e§ nun ttagen, ba^ meine Stod^tet — 



^(are (mtt auSbrcd^enben Xrancn). 9JluttCtI ^l^t tt)Ollf§ nuit! 

!3l^t l^abt @urc S^rcubc, tntd^ gu ttngftigcn. 

fOMttx (toeinenb). SBetuc tiod^ ^axl ma6)t mx6) nod^ clcn« 
bcr burd^ betnc SctttibniS! 3ft mit'5 nid^t Summer gc- 
nu9, ba| mctnc ctnjtgc SEod^tct cin t)cttt)otfcnc5 ©cfd^dpf s 
i[t? 

^lare (aufftc^enb imb fart). SSermotfcn! @8^<>^tS ©citcbtc 
t)cttt)orfcn? — SBcId^c Sfarfttn ncibctc nid&t baS atme 
ifliird^cn um ben ^la^ an fcincm ©crjcn! O SKuttcr — 
mcinc 2Kuttct, fo tcbctct 3^r fonft nid^t. Siebc SKuttcr, lo 
fcib gut! — 3)a§ 95 oK, loaS ba§ bcnit, bic 9iad^bartnncn, 
loaS bic mutmcin — 3)icfc ©tube, btcfcS Ilctnc $au§ ift 
cin ^immcl, fcit ©gmonts Sicbc btin tDol^nt. 

mttttt. 2Kan mufe il^m ^olb fcin! ba§ i[t loal^t. 6r 
Ifl immct fo ftcunblid^, ftci unb off en. 15 

^rore. @g ift Icinc falfd^c Slbcr an il^m. ©cl^t, SKuttcr, 
unb cr ip bod^ bet gtofee ©g^ont. Unb toenn et gu mir 
lommt, tt)ie er fo lieb ift, fo gut! toie et mir feinen . 
©tanb, feine Stapfetteit getne berbdrge! mie er um mid^ I 
beforgt ip! fo nur SWenfc^, nur S^reunb, nur Siebfter. 20 

mntttt. itommt er lool^I l^eute? 

^lore* ^dbt ^f)x mxd) nid^t oft anS iim\kx gel^en 
fel^n? ^abt 3l^r nid^t bemerft, toie ic^ l^ord&e, ioenn*§ an 
ber SEiir raufi^t? — Ob id& fd^on loei^, Oafe er oor 9iad^t 
nid^t fommt, oermuf id^ i^n bod^ jeben 9lugenbUdt, oon 2 
morgenS an, toenn id^ aufftel^e. 2Bdr' id^ nur ein Sube 
unb fdnnte immer mit il^m gel^en, gu ^ofe unb iiberall 
l^in! iJfinnf i^m bie S^al^ne nad^tragen in ber ©d^Iad^t! — 

fEftMtt. ®u toarft immer fo ein ©pringinSfelb;^ aU ein 
fleines ftinb fd^on, balb toll, balb nad^benllid^. Siel^ft bu 30 
bid^ nid^t ein menig bejjer an?^ 



24 (E g m n t. 

matt. SBielletd^t, 9Wutter! trenn x^ CQUc^emeile ^abc. 
— @e[lern, benft, flingen t)on feinen Ceuten^ borbd unb 
fangen 2obUebd)en auf il^n. SBenigften^ wax fein 9lQmc 
in ben fiiebern; bag librige !onnf ic^ ni(i)t t)crfte^n. 5)q§ 

5 C^^tJ fiS^Iug mir big an ben ©titg — 3(3^ ptte fie gem 
jurudfgerufen, menn ic^ mid^ nid^t gefd^dmt l^dtte. 

abutter* 9limm bid^ in ai)i\ S)ein ^eftigeg 3Befen ber= 
birbt no(^ aUc^; bu t)errcit[t bid^ offenbar t)or ben Scuten. 
SBie neulid^ bei bem Setter, tDie bu ben ©oIjfdf)nitt unb 

lo bie fflefd^reibung fanb[t unb mit einem ©c^rei riefft: ®raf 
ggmont! — 3fd^ marb feuerrot. 

mate, ^dtf id^ nid^t f^reien foflen? g§ tear bie 
©d^Iad^t bei ®rat)elingen; unb id^ finbe oben im Silbe 
ben S3ud^[taben 6. unb fud^e unten in bet Sefc^reibung 6. 

IS ©tel^t ba: „®raf ggmont, bem bag ^ferb unter bem fieibc 
totgefd^offen tDirb." 9Kid^ iiberlief'g^ — unb ^ernadf) mufet' 
id^ la6)tn ilber ben ^olggefd^ni^ten Sgmont, bcr fo gro^ 
toax alg bet Sturm t)on ®rat)elingen gleid^ babei unb bie 
cnglifd^en ©d^iffe an ber ©eite. — SBenn id^ mid^ mand()mal 

2o erinnere, toie id^ mir fonft eine ©d^lad^t borgefteUt, unb 
tDag id^ mir alg SDJdbd^en fiir ein S3ilb t)om ©rafen 6g« 
mont mad)te, tDenn fie t)on il^m ergd^lten, unb t)on alien 
©rafen unb S^Urften — unb mie mir'g je^t iftl 

©radcnburg (fommt). 

matt, mt fte^fg? 

«5 »rarfcttJtttg^ 9Kan loeife nid^tS ©cmiffeg. 3n S^Ianbern 
foil neuerbingg ein SEumult entftanben fein; bie JRegentin 
foil beforgen, er mdd^te fid& l^ie^er Derbreiten. 2)ag ©d)Io6 
ift ftarf befe^t, bie Silrgcr finb gal^Ireid^ an ben Soren, 
bag ajolf fummt in ben ©affen. — 3^ mill nur fc^nell 

30 }u meinem alien 93aier« («u wow er de^n.) 
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^latt. ©ie^t man 6uc^ morgcn? 3f(i) trill mxi) ein 
menig an^iel^en. S)cr SJetter fommt, iinb x6) fe^e got ju 
lieberlid)^ qu§. ^elft tnir einen SlugenblidE, 5Jlutter. — 
yiel^mt ba§ S3u(3^ mit, Sradfcnburg, unb bringt mir iDxe^ 
bet fo cine $i[torie.^ 5 

Wluiitx. 2ebt iDOl^L 

S3ra(fenbnr0 (fctnc j&anb retc^enb). (Sure ^anb! 

^lavt mt ^ant> bcrfogcnb). SKeUH ^i)X tt)ieberfommt. (SKuttet 
unb Xocfiter ab.) 

aJracfcttbiirg (oHein). 3(^ IjQtte mir t)or9cnommen, gerobc 
iDiebcr fortgugcl^n; unb ba fie e^ bofiir aufnimmt unb lo 
mi(i) ge^en Idfet, m5(i)t' id) rafenb merben. — UngliicfUd^er! 
unb bid^ rtil^rt beine§ SSaterlanbeg ©efd^id nidit? ber 
iDad^fenbe 3:umult nidit? — unb glcid^ i[t bir 2anb§mann 
ober ©panier, unb ttjer regiert unb mer SRed^t ^at? — 
SSar x^ bo(^ ein anbrer 3unge al§ ©c^ulfnabe! — SBenn 15 
ba ein gjercitium aufgegeben toax: „33rutu§' SRebe filr bie 
3^ret]&cit, 5ur Ubung ber 9}ebefunft;" ba tear bod^ immcr 
^ri^ ber er[te, unb ber 3ie!tor fagte: loenn'g nur orbent= 
Ud^er tt)dre, nur nid)t aHeg fo iiber einanbcr geftolpert. — 
S)amal§ foc^f e§ unb trieb! — 3e^t f^Iepp* id^ mid) an 20 
ben Slugcn be§ 3Kdb(^en§ fo l^in. ^ann xi) fie bod^ nid^t 
laffen! Sann fie mid^ bod^ nid)t Iteben! — 2tc^ — 9lein — 

©ie — ©ie fann mid) nid^t gang bermorfen l^aben 

5Rid)t ganj — unb ^alb unb nid)t§! — 3^ bulb' e§ ni^t 

Idnger! ©ollte e§ mal^r fein, n)a§ mir ein greunb 25 

neulid^ in§ Cl^r fagte? bafe fie nad)t§ einen 9)Jann ^eim-- 
lid^ gu fid^ einldfet, ba fie mic^ siid)tig immer t)or 9lbenb 
au§ bem ©aufe treibt* 9?ein, e§ ift nid)t toaijx, e§ ift 
eine fii'ige, eine fd^dnbli(^e t)erldumberifd)e Siige! ^ldrd)en 
tft fo unfd^ulbig, al^ idf) ungliidlid) bin. — ©ie f)at mxi) 30 
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un§ unb nu^t fid^ nid^t. (St nimmt baS 6ttt[tftd^c fd^etj= 
l^aft, unb tDtr, urn ntd^t mii^ig unb nad^Idf[ig ju fc^cinen, 
tniijfcn ba§ ©d^crjl^aftc ernftlid^ ne^ntcn. ©o l^e^t ctn§ 
ba§ anbtc; unb maS man abjumenbcn fud^t, ba§ mad^t fid^ 

5 erft ted^t. 6r t[t gefal^rltd^cr, al§ ein cntfd^icbncS C>owpt 
cincr SJcrfd^tDorung ; unb id^ ntiiptc mxi) fcl^r irren, tDcnn 
man il^m bci ^ofc ntd^t allcg gebenft. 3d^ !ann ntd^t 
Icugnen, e§ Dergc^t tDcnig 3^it/ i^^fe ^t mid^ nid^t cmpfinb* 
lid^, fel^r cmpfinblid^ mad^t. 

lo aRadtiatiett* 6r fd^cint mir in allcm nad^ fcinem ©ctDijfcn 
ju l^anbcln. 

9iegentitt. ©cin ©eioijfcn f)at eincn gcfdlligcn ©ptcgcl.^ 
©ein Sctragcn i[t oft bcleibigcnb. 6r ficl^t oft au§, al^ 
ttjcnn ct in bet t)5fligen Ubergeugung lebe, er fei $err, 

15 unb tooDe e§ unS nut au§ ©efdHigfeit nid^t f Allien laffen, 

tooDe un§ fo gerabe nid^t gum 2anbe l^inausjagen; e§ loeroe 

fid^ fd^on geben.* 

Wlad^iMtU. ^i) bitte @ud^, legt feine Dffenl^eit, fetn 

/ gifltflid&es Slut, ba§ alleS SBid^tige Ieid)t be^anbelt," nid^t gu 

20 gefdl^rlid^ au§. ^ijx fd^abet nur il^m unb 6ud^. 

9lcgctttitt» 3fd^ lege nid^ts au§. 3»d^ fpred^e nut t)on 
ben unbermeiblid^en Solgen, unb id^ !enne il^n. ©ein 
niebetlftnbifd^er 9lbel unb fein golben SSUe§* t)ot bet Sruft 
ftdrfen fein SSetttauen, feine ^iil^nl^eit. S3eibe§ lann il^n 

25 bor einem fd^neflen miKfUtlid^en Unmut be§ ifonigS fd^il^en. 
Untetfud^* e§ genau; an bem gangen Ungliltf, baS ^Jlanbern 
trifft, ift et bod^ nut aHein fd^ulb. 6t l^at guerft ben 
fremben Sel^rern nad^gefel^n, ^af § fo genau nid^t gcnommen 
unb bieDeid^t fid^ l^eimlid^ gefreut, ba| toit etmaS gu fd^affen 

30 l^atten. 2a^ mid^ nut! SBa§ id^ auf bem C>^tjen l^abe, foil 
bei biefet ©elegen^eit babon. Unb ic^ loiD bie ^feile nic^t 
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umfonjl Dctfd^ie^cn; id^ mx^, tDO ct cnH)finbUd^ ift. 6t 
Vjt aud^ cmpfinblid^.^ 

WtaH^iat^tU. ^abt ^l^t ben 3lat sufammenbcrufcn laffcn? 
itommt Dranien a\x^? 

9legetiHtt» 3<^ ^cibe na(j^ 9lntiDer|)cn urn il^n gefd^idfl. 5 
3d^ tDtll t^ncn btc 2a[t bet SBerantmortung nal^e gcnug gu« 
mdljcn; fie foDen \x(S) mit mit bcm libel ernftlid^ entgegen* 
fe^en obex \x6) avi6) aU SRebellen er!Idren. @ile, bafe bie 
Sttefe ferttg toerben, unb brtnge mit fie gut Unterfd^rift. 
3)Qnn fenbe fd^neH ben beiodl^rten SSaSia na^ 2Kabrib; er 10 
ift unetmiibet unb treu; bafe mein ©ruber guerft burd^ il^n 
bie 9lad^rid^t erfal^re, ba^ ber SRuf il^n nid^t ilbereile. 3fd^ 
tt)iD il^n felbft nod^ fpre^en, el^ er abgel^t. 

^aH^iat^tU. @ure S3efe]^Ie foQen fd^neU unb genau be^ 
folgt tocrben. 15 

^ilrger^aud. 

ftlare. 5(Iaren3 SOtutter. 93ratten6urg. 

Stiatt. SBoDt ^i)x mir nic^t ba§ ®arn l^alten, Sradten- 
Burg? 

fbtadtnhntq. ^6) bitf @ud^, berfd^ont mid^, fflftrd^cn. 

marc, SBaS ^abt 3^r tDieber? SBdrum berfagt 3^r 
mir biefen Ileinen SiebeSbienft? 20 

fbradtnhut^. ^^x bannt mid^ mit bem S^Jirn fo feft t)or 
Sud^ l^in, id^ !ann 6uern 9lugen nid^t auStDeid^en. 

^arc, ©riHen! lommt unb l^altet! 

fObxtttt (im ©cffer ftrwenb). ©iugt bod^ ein§! SradEenburg 
fefunbiert^ fo ^iibfd^. ©onft tDart i^r luftig, unb id^ l^atte 25 
immer idqS ju lad^en. 

Staifenintg* @onft. 

.^are, SGBir tDoIIen fingen. 
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3c«cr. VaHt il^n rebcu; man crfftl^rt Immcr tttoa^ 
mt}x. 

Socfr. 6r l&at flattg rcd^t. 

^tc^rfre. (Sr}d^It! erjdl^Ii! @o m& I^Srt man nid^ 
5 allc 2aflc. 

©anfcn* ©o fctb i^r SUrgcr^Icutc! 3^t IcM nut fo 
in ben 2afl ^in, unb mtc il^r cuer ®cn)ctb' Don euem 
(Sltcrn ubcrlonnnen l^abt, fo lafet i^r aud^ bag Stegiment 
iibcr cud^ fcl)altcn unb toaltcn, rok c§ !ann unb mag. 3l&r 
10 fragt nic^t nac^ bcm ©erfommen,^ nad^ bcr C>ip^rf^ nfl<i 
bcm 9tcc()t ctnc5 Siegentcn; unb iibcr* ba§ SJerfftuntnlS l^afien 
cud^ bic Spanicr ba^ 5lc^ iiber btc O^ren gcjogen* 

Socft. SKcr bcn!t ba bran? mcnn einer nur bad ifig« 
liv^c S3rot bat. ' 

15 ^ttttx. 9}crflud)t! Sffiarum tritt aud^ Icincr in 3riten* 
auf unb fagt cincm fo ctiDaS? 

SJanfen. ^6) fag' eg cud^ je^t. 2)er ^ontg in ©pa- 

ntcn, ber bic ^-Probinjcn burd^ gut ©liidf jufammen bcfi^t, 

barf bod& nicf)t brin fd^altcn unb roalten, anbcrg als bic 

20 ficinen ^ilrften, bic fie el^emals cinjcin befapen. Segreift 

i^r bag? 

3cttft. ertldrfg ung. 

»attffii. 6g ift fo !Iar alg bic ©onne. ^KUfet il^r 
nic^t nad& euem SJanbrec^ten gerid^tet tocrben? SBol^cr 
25 Idmc bag? 

din Sfltgft. SBa^rlid^ ! 

S^attfen* $at ber Sruffeler nid^t ein anber 9ied^t alg 
ber Slntmcrpcr? 5)er Slntmerpcr alg bcr ©enter? SBol^cr 
Illme benn bag? 
30 anbercr ©ftrger. Sci ®ott! 

»anffii. 'il&cr, menu iljr'g fo fortlaufcn lafet, wirb 
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man's eu$ balb anbcrS iDetfcn. ^fui! SBaS Siaxl ber 
Si\xi)m^ Sricbrid^ bcr ifrieger, Siaxl bcr Sunftc nic^t 
fonntcn, ba§ tut nun ^l^tn|)|) burd^ ein Sffieib* 

Socft- 3fa, ja! S)tc altcn Q^urftcn l^abcn'S aud^ fd^on 
|)robicrt* 5 

Sanfftt^ 3^rcilid^! — Unferc SSorfal^rcn pafetcn auf. 
SBie^ fie cincm ^crrn ixam tDurben, fingcn fie il^m etma 
feinen ©ol^n unb grben tDeg, l^ielten i^n bei fid^ unb 
flaben i^n nur auf bie beften Sebingungen l^erauS." Unfere 
SSdter maren Seute! S)ie tDufeten, tDa§ i^nen nu^ toaxl lo 
S)ie tDufeten etioaS ju faffen unb feft ju fej^en! SRed^te 
SJldnnerl 2)afiit finb aber aud^ unfere ^rit)ilegten fo 
beutlid^, unfere Qfreil^eiten fo t)erfid^crt. 

©fifetificbct* 2Ba§ fpre^t 3^r t)on greil^eiten? 

^a» »ol!. SBon unfern ^^reil^eiten, t)on unfern ^ribt* 15 
legien! ©rgal^It nod^ maS t)on unfern ^ribilegien! 

S^anfftt* SBir Srabanter befonberS, obgletd^ aDe ^ro« 
Dingen i^re SJorteile l^aben, mir finb am l^errlid^ften Der* 
fel^en. 3d^ ^abe afle§ gelefen. 

Soeft* ©agt an. 20 

^ttttx. Safet l^oren. 

eiti ©ftrger. 3d^ bitf gud^. 

iSattfem 6rftUd& fte^t gefd^rieben: S)er ^crgog don 
Srabant foil un§ ein guter unb getreuer $err fein. 
. @of ft. ®ut ? ©tel^t ba§ f ? 25 

Setter, ©etreu ? 3ft ba§ mal^r ? 

Sanfen. SBie id^ eud^ foge. 6r ift unS t)ert)fltd^tet, tote 
loir i^m. 3^^^^^^- ^^ foD !eine 3Mad^t ober eignen 
SBiHen an unS bemeifen, merfen laffen, ober gebenfen ju 
geftatten, auf feinerlei SBeife. 30 

fetter, ©d^6nj ©d^onl nid^t betoeifen. 
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@ocft» yi\6)t tnerfcn lafjcn* 

eitt anbctcr. Unb nid^t flcbenfcn gu flcftattcn! S)a§ 
tjl bet ^am)t|)unft. 9ticmanben gcftattcn, auf Iciticrlei 
SGBeifc. 
5 S^anfett* 9Ktt auSbtudflid^cn SBottcn. 

Setter. ©d)afft un§ bag Sud^. 

eiti »iltgen 3a, tDtr muj|cn'§ l^aben. 

«ttbete. 3)a§ Sud^! S)a§ Su^! 

(gitt anberet. SBir tDoflen ju bet SRegenttn gel^en mit 
10 bem Sud^e. 

(&in ttttbetet^ 3^t follt ba§ SBott fill^ten, C>^tr Sofc 
tot. 

Seifetipcbet. D bte Sttopfe! 

Slnbere. 91 od^ etmaS au§ bem fflud^e! 
15 ©eifenfiebet. ^i) fd^Iage l^m bte S^^^ tn ben $alg, 
tDenn er nod^ etn SBott fagt. 

^a« »ol!. 2Btr tDofleti fcl^en, mx \i)m etmaS tut. 
©agt un§ tDa§ t)on ben ^rxDilegien ! ^aben tDit nod^ 
mel^t ^ridtlegien ? 
20 S^anfem SJJand^erlet, unb fe^t gute, fcl^t l^eilfame. 2)a 
ftcl^t aud^: 'bet SanbSl^err foU ben gei[titdt)en ©tanb nid^t 
berbeffern obet me^ren ol^ne aScrmilligung be§ 2IbeI§ unb 
bet ©tdnbe! 2Kerft ba§I 3lud^ ben ©taat^ be§ Sanbe^ 
ntd^t betdnbctn. 
25 eocjt. 3[t ba§ fo? 

SJanfcti. 3d^ tt)ill'§ euc^ gefc^tieben gcigen, bon gioeU, 
btct^unbett 3a]^ren ^et. 

»ilrgcr. Unb n)tt leiben bte neuen Stfd^dfe? Set 9lbel 
mufe unS fd^u^en, mlr fangen ©iinbeP an! 
30 anbftc. Unb loit lafjen unS bon bet 3fttqulfition tnS 
Sotf§]§ottt jagen? 
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Sanfctt* 3)a§ t[t eure ©d^ulb. 

^as »oK. 2Bir f)ahtn noc^ ©grnont! nod^ Dranicn! 
©ie forgen fiir unfcr Se[te§. 

SJoitfctt, Sure Sriiber in gflanbern l^aben ba§ g^^ SBerf 
angefangen. 5 

(Scifcttficbet. S)u $unb! (©r fc^tagt i|n.) 

3(ttbCtC (tolberfc^en fic^ unb mfen). St[t bu aU(| Cltt ^paXim? 

eitt anberer* 2Bq§? ben 6f)renmann? 
din anberet* 2)cn ©elal^rten?^ 

CSic foHcn ben ©eifcnficbcr an.) 

Sivmtvmtifttt. Um^ $tmmcl§ miKcn, rul^t! mnbcrc lo 

mlfd^cn fid^ in ben ©treit.) 

Bintittermeiftet* Silrget, toa^ foH ba§? 

(©uben pfcifcn, tterfen ntlt ©teincn, l^c^cn ^unbc an, Sllrgcr ftci^n unb gaffcnr 
SBolI ISuft 8U, anbcte gc^n gctoffcn ouf unb ab, anbere ttclben aUcrel ©d^aJfSs 

t)offen, fc^relen unb iubiticrcn.) 

3(ttbere» Qfrcil^ett unb ^ribtlegien! ^tidilcgien unb 
Srei^eit! 

©gmont (tritt auf mit ©eglettung). 

egmotit. SRu^ig! 3lu^ig, ficutel SBag gibfS? SRu^c! is 
Sringt fie au^einanber! 

3imittetmeiftet* ©nabiger ©err, ^^x fommt mie ein 
engel be§ C>ii"i"el§. ©tiCe! fe^t i^r ni^te? ©raf 6g= 
mont! S)em ©rafen ggmont Sleberengl 

(ggmottt 9lud^ l^ier? 2Ba§ fangt il^r an? ffliirger gegen 20 
Siirger! $dlt fogar bie 9ld]^e unfrer fdniglid^en SRegentin 
biefen Unfinn nid^t guriidE? ©el^t au§ einanber, gel^t an 
euer ©emerbe. 6§ ift ein ilbleS 3^^^n, toenn il^r an 
SBetttagen feiert. 2Ba§ mx'^? 

(5)er XumuU ftillt fic^ nac^ unb nad^, unb attc ftci^en urn li^n |crum.} 

Bimmenttftfter. ©ie fd^Iagen fid^ um i^re ^ribilegien. 25 
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(Sgmottt S)tc fie nod^ mutmiHig jertrummcrn merben 
— Uttb tDCt fcib i^r? ^f)x fd^cint mir rcd^tlid^c Scute. 
3immermeifiter. S)aS ift uttfer Seftreben. 
QtmonU @ute§ 3eid^en§?^ 
5 Simmermclfiet* 3i^^^^i"<J"n unb 3wnftmet[ter. 
egwotit Unb 3^r? 
@ocfr ittftmcr. 
©gmotit. 3]^r ? 
^tttt. ©d^neibet. 
10 (Jgmottt 3d^ ertnnere mid^, 3l^r l^abt mit an ben 
Sixteen fflr tneine Seute gearbettet. @uer 9iame ift Setter. 
Setter, ©ttabe, bafe 3^r @ud^ beffen erinnert. 

a^mont 3d^ detgeffe niemanben leid^t,^ ben ic^ einmal 

flefel^en unb gefptod^en l^abe. — 2BaS an eud^ ift, SRu^e 

IS gu erl^alten, Seute, ba§ tut; il^t feib ilbel genug ange* 

fd^tieben*. SReijt ben it5nifl nid^t me^r, er ^at jule^t bod^ 

bie ©emalt in ^dnben. @in orbentlid^er Silrget, bet 

fid^ el^rlic^ unb fleifeig nftl^rt, l^at ilberall fo t)iel gfrei* 

l^eit als er braud^t. 

20 Simntemteiftet. 9ld^ tDO^I! bag ift cben unfre 5Rot! S)ie 

Stagbiebc, bie ®5ffer, bie Qfaulenger, mit (juer ©naben 

SBerlaub, bie ftdnfern* au§ Sangerioeile unb fd^arren auS 

hunger nad^* ^riDilegien unb lUgen ben 9leugierigen unb 

Seid&tglftubigen tDaS t)or, unb um eine itanne Sier begal^It 

25 5U friegen, fangen fie ^dnbel an, bie biel taufenb SWen* 

fd^en ungltidtlid^ madden. S)a§ ift il^nen ebcn red^t. SBir 

l^alten unfre ^ftufer unb itaften ju gut t)ertt)al^rt; ba 

nt5d^ten fie gem unS mit S^euerbrftnben babon treiben* 

egwoitt. 9iaen Seiftanb foDt i^r finben; eg finb 9Kafe« 

30 regein genommen, bem libel frftftig ju begegnen. ©tel^t 

feft gegen bie frembe Se^re unb glaubt nid^t, burd^ 9luf» 
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ru^r bcfcftigc man ^tit)Ucgtcn. SIcibt gu $aufc; Icibct 
ni^t, ba^ [ic [id^ auf ben ©tra^cn rotten. SJetnilnftige 
Seute I5nnen t)iel tun. 

(3iit)cffcn ^at fld^ bcr grSfetc ^aufcn tocrraufcn.) 

Sinmttmtifttt. S)an!en 6uer ©jgeHenj, banfen fflr bie 
gute 2Keinung! 9ine§, loaS an un§ Itegt. (©emont abo @tn s 
gndbiger ^ert! ber t6)k 5RtebetI(inber ! ©at fo nid^ts 
©panifd^eS. 

Setter, patten totr tl^n nur jum SRegenten! 9Kan folgt' 
il^m geme. 

@0efi. 3)a§ la^t ber itdntg tool^I fein.^ ®en ^lafe be- lo 
fe^t er tmnter mit ben ©etnigen. 

Setter. $a[t bu ba§ Sleib gefel^en ? ®a§ loar nad^ ber 
neueften 9lrt, nad^ fpanifd^em .©^nttt. 

Simmermeifter. Sin fd^oner ©err! 

Setter, ^ein ^aU mar' ein rec^teS Qfreffen fflr einen 15 
©d^arfrid^ter. 

Soeft. • a3i[t bu toD ? SBaS fommt bir ein ? 

Setter. 3)umm genug, bafe einem fo ettoaS einfftflt. — 
@§ ift mir nun fo. SBenn id^ einen fd^onen langen ©al§ 
fel^e, mu^ id^ gleid^ toiber SBiflen benfen : ber ift gut 20 
topfen. — 2)ie berflud^ten @je!utionen ! man triegt fie nid^t 
au§ bcm ©inne. SSenn bie Surfd^e fd^ioimmen, unb id^ 
fey einen narften Surfel, gleid^ fallen fie mir ju 3)u^enben 
ein, bie id^ l^abe mit 3iuten ftreid)en fel^en. SSegegnet mir ein 
red^ter SBanft, mein' id^, ben fel^' id^ fd^on am ^fal^l braten. 25 
3)e§ 5Rad^t§ im SEraume jtoidt mid^'S an alien ©liebern ; 
man toirb eben leine ©tunbe frol^. 3febe 2uftbar!eit, jeben 
©pap l^ab' id^ balb bergeffen; bie fiird^terlid^en ©eftalten 
finb mir loie Dor bie ©time gebrannt. 
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@gntont9 Soi^nung. 

© e ! r e t a r (on elnem Xift^e ntlt ^o^icren ; er fte^t unru^lg ouf). 

©efrctar* 6r lommt immer nici^t ! unb i(i) toatte f(i)on 

gmci ©tunben, bic fjeber in ber |)anb, bie ^apiete t)or mit; 

unb eben l^eutc nt5(i)t' tci^ gem fo jettig fort. @§ brennt 

mir unter ben ©ol^Icn. Sd) lann t)or Ungebulb laum 

5 bictben. „@ci auf bic ©tunbe ba/' befal^I er ntir no6), 

el^c er tt^egging ; nun !ommt er nid)!. 6§ ift fo t)iel gu 

tun, iS) tt)erbe bor SJlitternadit ni(i)t fertig. fJ^^^il^ fi^^t 

er einem auS) einmol burci^ bie Siuger. ^oi) l^ielf id)'^ 

'^ bef[er, menu er ftrenge mftre unb lie^e einen aud) mieber 

10 jur beftimmten 3^^*- ^<^n ffinnte fid) einridjten. S3on 

ber SRcgentin ift er nun fdjon jmei ©tunben tneg ; mer 

tnei^, tnen er untermegS angefapt l^at. 

(S g tn n t (tritt auf). 

ejmottt. SBie fie^t'^ au§? 

©efretSr. ^i) bin bereit, unb brei Soten marten. 
15 ©gmottt. 3[d) bin bir tnol^I ju lang geblieben ; bu 
ntad)ft ein t)erbriefeli(i^ ®efid)t. 

©efretSr. 6uerm SSefel^l ju gel^ordien, tnarf id) fci^on 
lange. |)ier finb bie ^apiere. 

C^gmont. 2)onna 6It)ira tt)irb biife auf mid) merben, 
20 menu fie l^firt, ba^ id) bi(^ abgel^alten l^abe. 

eefretar. gl^r fc^erjt. 

(ggmottt. Slein, nein. ©d)(ime bici^ nid)t. S)u geigft 
einen guten ©efd^mad. ©ie ift l^iibfd) ; unb e§ ift mir 
gonj red^t, bafe bu auf bem ©d)Ioffe eine greunbin l^aft. 
25 SBaS fagen bie SSriefe? 

©efretar. 3Kan(|erIei unb tnenig @rfreulid^e§. 

(ggmottt. 2)a ift gut, bap mir bie S^eube ju ^aufe 
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l^aben unb fie nid^t t)on au§matt§ ju ctmattcn btaudjcn. 
3ft t)iel gc!ommen? 

©efretSn ©cnug, unb btei Sotcn loattcn. 

(ggwottt ©ag' an, ba§ Slotigfte. 

©efretar. 6§ ift aflcg notig. S 

(Sgmont. 6tn8 nad& bent anbcrn, nur gcfci^mtnb ! 

©efretar* |)auptmann S3reba fc^idt btc ^Relation, loaS 
mcitcr in @cnt unb ber umliegenben ©egcnb botgcfaKen. 
2)cr Stumult l^at fici^ ntciftenS gelegt. — 

(Sgmont @r fd^teibt tt)o!^I nod^ Don eingclnen Ungcjogcn- lo 
l^citen unb StoKfii^nl^eitcn ? 

©efretSr. Sa ! 6§ lommt nod^ ntan(i^c§ t)or. 

($0titottt* aSerfd^onc ntic^ bamit. 

©efretfir. 5Roc^ fcd)^ finb cingcjogen tnotbcn, bic bci 
SBcrmid^ baS SJlaticnbilb umgcrif[en l^aben. 6r fragt an, is 
oh cr fie auci^ tnic bic anbetn foil pngen laffcn? 

^gmont. ^S) bin be§ ^dngcnS rnubc. '?IRan foil ftc / 
bur(i^t>^itf(^cn, unb fie mfigcn gel^n. 

(BtfxMt. @§ finb jtt)ci JlBeiber babci ; foil et bic aud^ 
burd^pcttf (i^en ? 2d 

C^gmont S)ic mag er bctmatncn unb laufen laffcn* 

(Btfttidx. SSrin! Don Srcba§ ©ompagnic mill l^ciratcn* 
S)ct ^auptntann l&offt, 3]^t tncrbcfs il^m abfdilagcn. @§ 
finb fo bieic SEBcibcr bci bent |)aufen, fti^tcibt er, bafe, 
tt)cnn tt)ir auSjiel^cn, c8 leincm ©olbatenmatfd), fonbctn 25 
cinent 3i9^iii^^^'^®^f^I^PP^ ftl^nlit^ fcl^en loitb. 

(ggwotit* 2)ent mag'§ noiS) l&ingcl^n !^ ©§ ift ein ^i)'6mx 
tunger Setl ; cr bat mid& nod^ gar bringenb, cl^ ic^ tocg* 
ging. 2lber nun foil's leincm mel^r geftattet fein, fo Icib 
mir'S tut, ben armen Steufein, bic ol^ncbieS gcplagt genug 30 
finb, il^rcn beften ©pafe ju berfagen. 
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^efreta?. 3^^i ^^^ @ucrn Scuten, ©eter unb $att, 
l^abcn ctnem 3KdbcI, einct SBttt^toci^tet, iibel ntitgefpielt* 
©tc Itiegten fie allein, unb bic S)trnc fonntc \i6) x^xtt 
nic^t crmcl^rcn. 
5 (ggwottt. 5lBenn c§ ctn el^tUci^ ?DMb(i^en t[t, unb fie 
l^aben ©emalt gebtauc^t, fo foil er fie bret Stage l^intet 
einanber mit SRuten ftrei(i)en laffen, unb loenn fie ettt)a§ 
befi^en, foil er fo t)iel babon einjiel^en, bafe bem Wabi)tn 
eine SluSftattung gereici^t merben !ann. 
10 ^efretftr. @iner bon ben ftemben Sel^retn ift j^eimlidfe 
burd^ Komtne§ gegangen unb entbecft toorben. @r fdimfitt, 
er fel tm 33egriff, nad) grantreid) ju gel^en. 3tai) bem 
Sefel^l foil er entl^auptet toerben. 

(Sgntottt ©ie follen il^n in ber ©tifle an bie ©renge 
15 bringen unb il^m berfidiern, bafe er ba§ gmeite SJlal ntd^t 
fo toegfommt* 

^efretar. ©in Srief bon @uerm Sinnel^nter. 6rf(i^reibt: 
eiS fomme menig @elb ein, er fonne auf bie SBodie bie 
berlangte ©umme fd^merlici^ fdiiden ; ber Stumult l^abe in 
20 alle§ bie grCfete JJonfufion gebrad^t. 

(ggmottt S)a§ ®elb ntufe l^erbei ; er ntag fel^en, toie er 
eS gufammenbringt. 

®efretar» 6r fogt : er merbe fein ntfigliti^fteS tun unb 
looDe enblid^ ben 9ial)monb, ber 6ud^ fo lange fd^ulbig ift, 
2$ berllagen unb in SSerl^aft nel^nten laffen. 

(Sgmottt. S)er l^at \a berfprod^cn, gu bejal^Ien. 

eefretftr. S)a8 lefte Wal fe^te er fid) fclbft biergel^n 
Stage. 

(Sgntottt. ©0 gebe man il^m nod^ biergel^n Stage ; unb 
30 bann mag er gegen il^n berfal^ren* 

©eftetar. ^f)x tut mol^I, ^^ ift ni^t Unbermogen ; e§ 
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tft bfifer JlBille. 6t ma6)t gcmip ©tnft, tt)cnn et ficl^t, 
3]^t fpa^t nid^t. — ^etuer fagt bet Sinnel^tner : er tooUt 
ben alten ©olbaten, ben JlBitmen unb einigen anbetn, benen 
3]^t ©nabengel^alte^ gebt, bie ©ebiil^r einen l^alben 3Konat 
gurilcfl^aUen ; man !6nne inbeffen 3lat fd^ajfen ; fie ntfiditen 5 
fid) einti(i)ten. 

@0mottt. 2Ba§ tft ba einjutid^ten ? S)ie Seute btaud^en 
ba§ @elb nStiger al§ t(i). S)a§ foil er bleiben Iaf[en. 

©efretftr* SBol^et befel^It ^^x benn, ba^ er ba§ ®elb 
nel^men foK? 10 

@0mont. 2)arQuf ntag e r benlen ; e§ tft i^m tm t)ori« 
gen SSriefe fd^on gefagt. 

©efretar. 2)e§tt)egen tut er bie SSorfd^Icige. 

C^gmottt. 2)ie taugen ni(i)t* 6r foil auf tt)a8 anber§ 
finnen* @r foil S5orf(i)I&ge tun, bie annel^mlid) finb, unb is 
l)or aKem foil er ba§ ®elb fd^affen. 

©efretar. 3d^ l^abe ben Srief be§ ©rafen Dliba toieber 
l^iel^er gelegt. aSerjeil^t, bafe id^ @ud^ baran erinnere. - S)er 
alte $err berbient l)or aKen anbern eine au^fiil^rlid^e 3lnt» 
tt)ort. ^^x moKtet il^m felbft fd)reiben. ©emife, er liebt 20 
6ud), tt)ie ein SSater. 

(^gmont. ^S) fontnte nid^t bagu. Unb unter bielem S5er* 
l^a^ten tft mir ba§ ©d)reiben ba§ SSerl^a^tefte. 2)u ntad^ft 
meine ^anb ja fo gut nad^, fd^reib in nteinem 3?amen» 
^i) ertoarte Dranien. 3(^ !omme nid^t baju unb mtinfd^te 25 
felbft, bafe tl^m auf feine SSebentlid^leiten toa^ red^t Scru]^i= 
genbe§ gefd^rieben toiirbe. 

©efretar. ©agt mir nur ungefftl^r 6ure SJleinung; id^ 
loifl bie 2lnttt)ort fd)on auffe^en unb fte 6ud^ borlegen. 
©efd^rieben foil fie tnerben, ba^ fie bor ©erid^t fiir @ure 30 
|)anb gelten !ann. 
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@01ltOttt. ®t6 mir ben Srief/ m^\>zm cr l^lnelngefcl^cn.) 

®utct, cl^tlici^et 2lUer ! SBarft bu in beincr ^ugenb ami) 

#%o^I fo bebftdjtig? grftieaft bu nie cinen 2Bafl? Sliebft 
bu In ber ©d^Iadit, mo e§ bie Slugl^eit anrdt, l^intcn ? — 

5 2)cr trcuc ©otglidie ! 6r tDiQ inein Ceben unb mcin ©lilcf 
unb fiil^It ni(i)t, ba^ ber fdion tot ift, ber urn feiner @i(i)er» 
l^ett toxUtn lebt. — ©d^reib i^m, cr moge unbeforgt fcin ; 
x^ l^anble, tt)te ^ [oil, i6) merbe mi(| fd;on toaf)xm ; feih 
Slnfel^n bet |)ofe foil er su meinen ©unften braudien unb 

10 meinc§ t)ofl!ommnen S)ante§ gemife fein. 

^efretSr. 9li(i)t§ meiter? D, er ermortet mel^r. 
(ggmottt 5lBa§ foil id) mel^r fagen? SBillft bu mcl^r 
SBotte ntadien, fo [tel^t'g bei bir. 6§ brel^t fid) immer 
um ben einen ^un!t : td^ foil leben, mt \6) nid^t leben 

15 mog. 2)a^ id^ frfi^Iid^ bin, bie ©ad^en leid^t nel^me, rafd^ 
Icbe, baS ift mein ©liid f unb id^ t)crtaufd)' e§ nid)t gegen 
bie ©id^erl^eit eine§ 3:otengem5(be§. ^i) l^abe nun gu ber 
f|)anifd)en Seben^art nid^t einen Slut^tropfen in nteinen 
Slbcrn, nid^t Suft, nteine ©d^ritte nad^ ber neuen bebdd)ti« 

20 gen $of=^abeng* ju muftern. Seb' id^ nur, um auf§ Seben 
gu benfen? ©oU id) ben gegenmdrtigen Kugenblirf nid)t 

. genie^en, bomit id^ be§ folgenben gemip fei? Unb biefen 
vloieber mit ©orgen unb ©rillen uergel^ren? 

^efretSr* 3d) bitf 6u(^, ^nx, feib nidfjt fo l^orfd^ unb 

25 raul^ gegen ben guten SJlann* ^^x feib ja fonft gegen 

alle freunblid^. ©agt mir ein gefdflig 5lBort, bQ§ ben 

ebeln tJreunb berul^ige. ©el^t, mie forgfditig er ift, mie 

leiS er 6ud^ beriil^rt. 

(ggmottt Unb bod^ berill^rt er immer biefe ©aite. @r 

30 toelfe Don alters l^er, tt)ie berl^a^t mir biefe ©rmal^nungen 
finb; fie mad)en nur irre, fie l^elfen nid^ts* Unb loenn id^ 
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etn 9ia(i^ttt)anblcr voaxt unb auf bcm gcfal^tlidien ®i|)fcl ctncS 
C)aufc§ fpajierte, ift c§ ftcunbfd^aftlid), mic^ bctm 3?amcn 
gu rufen unb mid^ gu toarncn, gu toecfcn unb gu toicn? 
Sa^t jeben fcincS ^fabc§ ge^n; er mag \\6) toal^ren. 

^cfretfir, 6§ giemt ©ud), ni(i^t ju forgen; abet tt)cr 5 
@ud^ !ennt unb Uebt — 

@gmont (tn ben ©rief fei^enb). S)a bttugt er tt)icbct bic alten 
9K(it(i)en^ auf, tt)a§ tt)tr an cinent 9lbcnb in leid^tcm itber* 
mut bcr ©efeKigfcit unb bc§ SEBein^ gctricben unb gc» 
|pto(i)en, unb tt)a§ man barauS fur ^olgen unb Setneifc 10 

. burd)^ ganje Sfintgrcic^ geaogen unb gefdileppt l^abe. — Slun 
gut! tt)ir l^aben ©(i)cKenfap)3en, 5Rarren!uttcn auf unfrer 
S)iener ^rmel ftidcn laffen unb l^aben bicfc toKc Smht 
na6)t)tx in tin 33unbcl ^fci(c t)ermanbclt; tin nod^ gefal^r* 

Ax6)n ©^mbol filr aflc, btc bcutcn tnoKen, tno nid)!^ ju 15 
beuten tji. 5lBir l^abcn bie unb jenc Sorl^cit in eincm 
luftigen Slugcnblid cmpfangcn gleid^ unb geborcn; finb 
fd^ulb, bajg einc gauge eble ©d^ar mit Settelfaden unb mit 
einem felbftgemftl^Iten Unnamen^ bem JJonige feine ^flid^t 
mit fpottenber 2)emut in§ @ebdd)tni§ rief ; finb fd^ulb 20 
— m^ tft'§ *un tneiter? 3ft ein gaftna^t^fpiel gleici^ 
^od^derrat? @,inb un§ bie furgen bunten Sumpen gu 
mi^gfiunen, bie ein Jugenblid^er 5!Kut, eine angefrifti^te 
^l^antafie um unfer§ Sebeng arme Slope pngen mag? 
SBenn il^r ba^ Seben gar gu ernftl^aft nel^mt, toaS ift 25 
benn bran? 2Benn un§ ber 3Korgen nid)t gu neuen 
greuben tnectt, am 2lbenb un§ feine Suft gu l^offen iibrig 
bleibt, ift*§ tno^I be§ 5ln. unb 2lu§gie^en§« toert ? ©d)eint 
mir bie ©onne l^eut, um ba§ gu iiberlegen, toa^ geftern 
roax? unb um gu raten, gu berbinben, tnaS nid^t gu 30 
erraten, ni(i^t gu berbinben ift, ba§ ©(i^idfal eine§ !om= 
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mcnbcn Stages? ©(i^cnlc* ntir btcfc Sctraci^ungen; toit 
tooUtn fie ©(i)ulctn unb ©oflingen abcrlaffen. 2)ie mfigcn 
finnen unb au^finnen, loanbeln unb fdileidien, gelangen, 
too^n [ie lonnen, erfti^Ieidien, loaS fie fonnen. — iJannft 

5 bu t)on aflem biefem ettt)Q§ braudien, bafe beine ©piftel 
!ein a3u(i) mirb, fo ift ntir'§ tedit. 2)em guten TOen 
f(i)eint aHeS biel gu tt)i(i)tig. ©o briidtt ein tJteunb, 
ber lang unfte $anb gel^alten, fie ftdrlct nod^ einmal, 
tt)enn et fie loffen toxU. 

10 ©efretftr. SSergeil^t mir! @§ tt)irb bem Sufegftnger 
fti^roinblig, ber einen SJlann mit raffclnbcr @ile balder 
fal^ren fiel^t* 
(Sgmont. JJinb! ffinb! m6)i meiter! 2Bie bon unfic^t* 

\ boren ©eiftern gepeitfd)!, gel^en bie ©onnenpferbe ber 

IS S^xt ntit unferS ©(^icffalS Icici^tem SBagen burd); unb' 
unS bleibt ni(i)t§, al§, ntutig gefa^t, bie Sw^ f^ftju- 
l^alten unb balb re(i)t§, balb linls, bom ©teine l^ier, 
bom ©turge ba, bie 3ldber meggulenlen* SBol^in e§ gel^t, 
toer meip e§? grinnert er fid) bo(i^ !aum, tool^er er !am»^ 

2o ^efrctSr. ^err! |)err! 

egmottt. 3d^ ftel^e ]^o(^ unb lann unb mu^ nod^ 
l^fil^er fteigen; x^ fiil^Ie mir C>off""ng, 9Kut unb Sraft. 
9Zod^ ^aV x6) meineS SBaci^dtumS ©ipfel nid^t erreid^t; 
unb ftcl^' id^ broben einft, fo mU i^ feft, nid^t dngft* 

25 lid^ ftel^n. ©oil id^ fallen, fo mag ein J)onnerf^Iag, 
ein ©turmminb, ja, ein felbft berfel^Iter ©d^ritt* mic^ ab» 
lodrtS in bie 3:iefe ftiirjen ; ba Ueg* x6) mit biel Stau* 
fenben. ^i) f)abt nie berfd^mdl^t, mit meinen guten 
iJriegSgefeHen um Ileincn ©eminft ba§ blutige 2o§ ju 

30 merfen ; unb font' ic^ fnidfern, toenn'S um ben gangen 
freien SBert be§ Seben§ ge^t? 
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©efretftr. D ^txxl ^l^r tt)ipt nid^t, tt)a§ fur aOBortc 
3^t fprc(i^t! (Sott ct^alt ©ud^! 

@0titottt* 9iimm bcinc ^apiete jufammcn. Dranicn 
fommt. 3^cttigc au§, toa§ am notigften ift, bap bie 
Soten fottfomtnen, cl^ bic Store gefd^Ioffen toetben. S)aS s 
anbctc i)at 3^it^ ®^^ SSricf an ben ©rafcn la^ bi§ 
morgen; bcrfftumc nid^t, ©Ibtren gu bcfud^cn, unb gtu^e 
[ic t)on ntir. — $>oxi)t, loic ftd^ bic SRegcntin bcfinbet; fie 
foil ntd^t iDol^l fetn, ob fie'§ glcid^ bcrbirgt. (©eiretar ab.) 

Dranlen (fommt). 

@gmotit. aBtflfommen, Dranien. ^^x fd^eint mit nid)! la 
ganj ftet.^ 

Drattictt* SBa§ fagt 3^^ S^ unfter Unterl^altung mit 
ber aiegcntin? 

©gmottt ^S) fanb in i^rct 5ltt,un§ aufguncl^men, ni(^t§ 
5luperorbentIic^e§* ^6) l^abc fie fdion ofter fo gefel^en. ©ic 15 
f(i)icn mir niii^t ganj tool^L 

Dratttctt. SWerttet ^l^r n\6)t, bafe fie suriidtl^alicnbcr toat? 
@r[t tt)oflte fie unfer 33ettagen bei bem neuen Slufrul^t be§ 
^'6UU gelajfen^ btKigen, na6)f)n merfte fie an, toa^ fid^ 
bod^ ani) ftir ein falfd^cS Sid^t batauf tocrfen laffe; toid^ 20 
bann mit bem ©cfprftd^c ju il^rem alten gcmol^nliddcn S)i§« 
fur§: ba$ man il^rc ncbcbollc gute 5lrt, i^rc S^reunbfd^aft 
gu un§ Sliebetlclnbern nie genug etiannt, gu Icid^t bel^an* 
belt l^abc, ba^ nid)t§ eincn etmiinfd^tcn 3lu§gang nel^mcn 
mofle, ba^ fie am 6nbe mol^I miibe metben, ber JJ5nig fid^ 25 
gu anbern SJlaprcgcIn entfc^Iiefeen muffe. ^abt ^^x ba§ 
gel^ort? 

Sgmont. 3l\6)t alle§; id^ bad)te untcrbef[en an tt)a§ an- 
ber§. @ie ift ein 2Beib, guter Dranien, unb bie mod^ten 
immcr gem, bafe fid) adeS unter il^r fanfteS ^06) gelaffen 3° 



44 <£ g m n t. 

fdimiegtc, bo^ jebcr ^txMt§i^ bic fiomenl^aut ablcgtc unb 
il^rcn JJunfelljof*-* t)erme]^ttc; ba^, tt)ctl ftc fricblid^ flcfinnt 
finb, bic ©dtung, bic cin SSoII crgtcift, bcr ©tutm, ben 
mftd^tigc Slcbcnbul^Icr gcgcn cinanbcr ctrcgcn, fid^ burd^ cin 

5 frcunblid^ SBort bcilcgcn lic^c unb bic tt)ibrtg[tcn ©Icmentc 
^\S) ju il^ren i^ix^tn in fanftcr ©intradit bcrcinigtcn. S)a5 
i[t il^r tS^H] unb ba fie c§ bal^in nidit btingen tann, fo 
l^at fie Icinen SBeg, aU launifti^ gu iDCtbcn, \\i) fiber Un- 
bonlbarleit, Unmcisl^eit ju bcflogcn, mit fti^redtlid^en 3luS- 

lo fi(i)ten in bie 3ufunft gu btol^en unb gu brol^cn, ba^ fie 
— fortgel^n toiH. 

Craniett* ©laubt '^f)x ba^mal nid)!, bafe fie il^rc SDro« 
^ung crftiKt? 
C^gmont* Slimmermcl^r ! SBie oft l^abe \S) fie f(i^on teife* 

15 fertig gefel^n! 2Bo tt)ill fie benn l^in? ^ier ©tattl^altctin, 
iffinigin; glaubft bu, ba^ fie e§ untcrl^alten* tt)itb, am ©ofc 
il^rcS ©rubers unbebeutenbe Stage abjul^afpeln? ober nad^ 
3talien ju gcljcn unb fid^ in alien S^otnilienbcrl^aitniffen* 
l^crumgufd^Ieppen? 

20 Drantett* 5Dlan l^dlt fie biefer 6ntfd)Iiefeung nid^t fft^ig, 
totxl 3]^r fie l^abt gaubern, tocil ^l^r fie l^abt gurfidEtretcn 
fel^n;* bcnnod^ Iiegf§ tool^l in il^r; ncue Untftdnbe ireibcn fie 
gu bent lang bcrgCgcrtcn 6ntfd)Iufe. SBcnn fie ginge? unb 
ber JJ5nig fd^idtte einen anbern? 

-'5 ©jmottt. 9lun, ber tofirbe fommen unb totirbe eben aud^ 
gu tun finben. 9Kit gropcn ^piancn/ ^projeften unb ®e« 
banfen tourbc er fommen, loie er allcS gurcd^trucfen, untcr- 
merfcn unb gufammenljaltcn toollc; unb tourbc l^eut mit 
biefer Jfleinigfcit, morgen mit einer anbern gu tun l^aben; 

30 fibermorgen jene ^inbernis^ finben, einen 3}lonat mit 6nt» 
tt)urfen, einen anbern mit S3erbru^ fiber fc^Igcfd^Iagne 
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ttntcrncl^tncn, ein l^alb 3^^^ in ©orflcn iiber einc eiujigc 
?Ptot)tnj jubtingen. 3luc^ il^m tt)irb bie 3^it dcrgel^n, bet 
Sopf fd^minbeln unb btc S)mgc tt)ie jubot il^teu ®ang l^altcn, 
bafe er, ftatt toeitc SJleetc nad^ ciner borgCfjogcncn Cinie gu 
burdifegein, ®ott banlen mag, tDenn er fein ©c^iff in bicfem 5 
©turmc t)om fJ^Ifen l^dlt. . 

Crattictt. SQBenn man nun aber bem Sijnig ju eincm / 
aScrfuc^ tiete? 

©gmont. S)er mare? 

Crattien^ S^ W^^/ tt)a§ ber SRumpf ol^nc ^aupi anfinge. 10 

egwottt. 2Bie? 

Cranien. @gmont, ic^ trage diele ^al^rc l^cr afle unfere 
aSerl^dltniffc am ^tx^m, \i) [tel^c immcr tt)ie iiber einem 
©d^aci^fpielc unb Italic feinen 3^19 i^^^ ®egner§ fiir unbc* 
beutenb; unb toie miifeige SKenfd^en mit ber grofeien ©org= is 
fait fid^ um bie ©cl^eimniffe ber Slaiur befiimmern, fo l^alf 
x6) eS fiir ^flic^t, fiir SBeruf eine§ gfurften, bie ©efinnungen, 
bie 9iatf(i)Iage aller ^arteien gu !ennen. 3(i) l^abe Urfad^', 
einen 2lu§bru(i^ ju befurditen* 2)er Sonig l^at lange nad^ 
gemiffen ©runbfft^en gel^anbelt, er fiel^t, bafe er bamit nid)t 20 
au^fommt; tnaS ift mal^rfdieinlid^er, al§ ba^ er e§ auf einem 
anbern SQBege berfud^t? 

©gmottt 3(^ glaub'S ni(i)t. 2Benn man alt tt)irb unb 
l^at f t)iel berfud^t unb e§ mill in ber SBelt nie sur Drbnung 
fommen, mu^ man e§ enbli(^ voo^l genug l^aben. 25 

Crattiett^ @in§ l^at er no(^ ni(i)t berfud^t. 

@0mont. 9lun? 

Dranien^ S)a§ 35oIf }u fd)onen unb bie 3^iirften ju ber« 
berben* 

©gmoiit* 5lBie biele l^aben ba§ fd^on lange gefiird^tet! @§ 30 
ift feine ©orge. 
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Drattlen* ©onjl tt)ar'§ ©orge; na^ unb nad^ i[t mir'S 
SBcrmutung, jule^t ©emifel^ctt gcmotbcn. 
(ggwottt. Unb l^at bet ^Onig tteucte S)iencr ate unS? 
Drattlett* SQBit bicncn il^m auf unfetc 2lrt; unb untcr 
5 cinanbcr !5nncu tt)it geftel^en, bafe tt)it beS il5nig§ SReii^te unb 
bic unfrigcn mol^I absurndgen mtfien* 

(ggmottt SBet tut'g ni(i)t? 2Btt finb i^m untcttan unb 
getodrtig in bcm, tt)a§ il^m gu!ommt. 
Orattlett. 2Benn er \\S) nun abcr mcl^r gufti^ricbe unb 
lo Xtculofigleit ncnntc, toaS toir l^ei^en: auf unfrc ^ti)k 
^alten? 

C^gmottt. 2Btr loerben un§ Dcrteibigcn !6nncn. @r tufc 
bic aiittcr bc§ aSIlcfcS gufamntcn, tt)tr tooHcn un§ tici^ten 
lajfcn* 
IS Drattlett* Unb toa^ toftte tin Urtcil t)or bcr Untcrfuti^ung? 
cine ©trafc t)or bem Urteil? 

(ggmottt. 6inc Ungetcti^ttgfeit, bcr ftd^ ^l^tlipp nit f^uU 
big mati^cn tt)trb; unb cine Storl^ctt, bic iS) ifjxa unb fcincn 
Slatcn niti^t gutrauc. 
2o Dranlett. Unb locnn fie nun ungetcd^t unb iiixi6)t 
loftrcn? 

©gmottt* 9lein, Dtanicn, c8 ift ni(i^t mSglid^. SBer 
folltc tt)agcn, ©anb an un§ ju Icgcn? — Un§ gcfangcn 
gu ncl^men, todr' cin t)CtIornc§ unb fru(i^tIofc§ ttntctncl^ntcn. 
2$ 9Jein, fie toagen niti^t, ba§ ^anicr^ bcr St^rannci fo l^oci^ 
aufguftcdcn. 2Dcr 5lBinb]^au(^, bcr bicfc 3la(i)xi6)t iibcrS 2anb 
brdd^tc, tt)flrbc cin ungel^eurcS ??cucr jufamntcntrcibcn. Unb 
tt)o]^inau§ toodtcn fie? SRid^ten unb Dcrbamntcn fann niti^t 
bcr iiCnig adein; unb tt)oKten fie meu(i)elm6rbcrifd^ an 
30 unfcr Seben? — @ic lonncn ni(i^t moHcn. 6in fd)recf« 
Ii(i)cr 33unb miirbe in eincm 31ugcnblid ba§ Soil berclnigcn. 
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^^ unb ctDtflc Strcnnung t)om fpantfd^cn Slamcn toilrbc 
\xi) flemaltfam crtldtcn. 

Crattiett. 2)tc tJIamtnc loutctc bann il6cr unfcrtn ©rafie, 
unb ba§ S3lut unftcr ^^cinbc poffc jum Iccren ©iil^nopfct* 
Safe un§ bcnfcn, ©gmont. 5 

©gntottt. SQBic foflten fic abet? 

Cranictt. W>a i[t unterroegS. 

(Sgmont ^i) glaub'S nici^t* 

Drottlett* 3d^ tt)cife e§* 

(Sgttiottt. Sic SRcgcntin toollte ntd^tg toiffcn. lo 

Oraniett. Um befto mcl^r bin xS) iibetgcugt. 3)tc 
SRegcntin tt)itb il^m ^la^ madden, ©cincn aJlotbftnn Icnn' 
i^, unb cin ©cer bringt ex mit. 

(Sgmottt. 2luf§ ncuc bic ^tobinjen ju bcliifttgcn? ©ttS 
aSoIt tt)itb l^5(i^[t fd^mictig tocrbcn* is 

Drotttett. 9Kan mitb [ici^ bet ©duptcr betjtci^crn. 

^gntont Slcin! Slcin! 

Craniett. Safe un§ gcl^en, jcbcr in fcinc probing* Sort 
iOoHcn tt)ir un§ bcrftiirtcn; mit off net ©etoalt fSngt et 
nt(^t an. 20 

©grnottt. aSilffen toit il^n ni(i^t begtilfeen, toenn et 
lommt? 

Craniett. 5lBit gCgetn. 

(ggmottt Unb tt)enn et un§ im 9lamen beS Sf5ntg§ bei 
feinet 9ln!unft fotbett? 25 

Drottiett. ©ud^en tt)it 3lu§fltt(i^te. 

^gntottt. Uub tt)enn et btingt? 

Drattiett. @ntf(i^ulbigen tt)it un§. / 

©gmottt* Unb tt)cnn et btauf beftel^t? 

Dranten. Sontnten tt)it um fo toentget. 30 

(Sgmottt* Unb bet iltieg tft ettldtt, unb tt)tt pnb bie 
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gicfieKen* Dranicn, la^ b^ niti^t burd^ JJIugl^cit bcrfill^rcni 
x(S) tt)ci^, bafe gurci^t bid^ nid&t tocid^cn maci^t. 33cbcnfe 
ben ©d^tttt* 
Drottien. S^) ^cib' il^n bcbad^t. 

5 (ggmottt* Seben!c, menn bu bid^ irtft, tooxan bu fd^ulb 
bift: an bent Detbetblidiftcn iJriege, ber je ein Sanb Der- 
tt)ilftct l^at* 2)em SBeigetn i[t ba§ ©ignol, baS bie ^ro* 
t)injen ntit einmal gu ben SSBaffen tuft, ba§ jebe ©raufamleit 
ted^tfertigt, tt)oju ©panien t)on jel^er nur gem ben aSor* 

10 toanh gcl^afd^t ^at. 2Ba§ tt)ir lange ntul&felig gefttllt l^aben, 
tt)ir[t bu mit ein em 2BinIe jur fd^redtlic^ften SBermitrvng 
aufl^e^en. 2)enr an bie ©table, bie 6beln, bag aSoIf, an 
bie ^anblung, ben Q^elbbau, bie ©emetbc! unb ben!e bie 
aSetmilftung, ben 5!Kotb! — SRul^ig fiel^t ber ©olbat tool^I 

15 im 3^elbe feinen JJameraben neben fid) 6inf alien; aber ben 
glu^ l^erunter toerben bit bie Seid^en ber Siirger, ber 
^inber, ber Sungfrauen entgegenfd^mintnten, bafe bu mit 
gntfe^en baftel^ft unb nid^t mel^r toeifet, loeffen <Ba6)^ bu 
berteibigft, ba bie gu (Srunbe gel^en, fiir beren tJreil^eit bu 

20 bie SBaffen ergriffft. Unb tt)ie tt)irb bir*§ fein, menu bu 

Mr ftill fagen mufet: filr meine ©id^erl^eit ergriff iS) fie* 

Dranten. SBir finb nid^t etnjelne SKenfd^en, 6gmont. 

3iemt e§ fid^, unS fiir Saufenbe l^injugeben, fo giemt eS 

fid^ aud^, unS fiir Staufenbe ju fdfjonen* 

25 ©gmottt. 2Ber fid^ fd^ont, mufe fid^ felbft berbad^tig tt)erbett. 
Drattiett. SBer fid^ lennt, !ann fid^er l)or« unb rfldftoftrtS 
gel^en. 

(ggmottt. S)a§ itbel, ba§ bu fiird^teft, mirb gemife burd& 
beine SEat. 

30 Crattiem 6§ ift Hug unb fii^n, bem undermeiblid^en 
libel entgegenjugel^n. 
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©gntont Set fo flto^cr ©cfal^r fommt bic Icid^teftc 
^offnung in 2lnfd(|lag. 

Otantem SBir l^aben ni(!^t fiir ben Icifcftcn S^u^tritt 
^la^ mel^r; bcr Slbgrunb licgt l^art Dor un§. 

(ggittoitt 3ft beg Jlonigg ®un[t ein fo fc^maler ©runb? 5 

Otaniem ©0 \^mal nid^t, aber fd^lupfrtg. 

^gntont. 99ei ®ott! man tut il^m unred^t. ^i) mag 
ni(3^t leiben, bafe man ungleid^^ Don il^m benft! 6r ift Jlarl§ 
©ol^n unb feiner 5liebrig!ett fdl^ig. 

Otanien. S)ie Sonige tun nt(!^t§ 9liebrige§. \ 10 

©gntottt 2Ran foUte il^n fennen lernen. 

Otattiett. 6ben biefe Senntnig rdt un§, eine gefdl^rlid^e 
5probe nid^t abjumarten. 

(ggittoiit Seine ^robe ift gefdl^rlid^, ju bet man 2Rut 
^at 15 

Orattiem S)u iDirft aufgebrad^t, 6gmont. 

@0ittottt. 3d^ mup mit meinen 5lugen fel^en. 

Otattiett. D, fd^ft bu bie^mal nur mit ben meinigen! 
3freunb, mil bu fie offen l^aft, glaubft bu, bu fie^ft. 3d^ 
ge^e! SBarte bu 9llba§ 2lnfunft ah, unb ®ott fei bei bit! 20 
SBieUeid^t rettet bid^ mein SBeigern. aSieUeid^t, ba^ ber 
5)rad^e ni(|t§ gu fangen glaubt, menu er un§ nid^t beibe 
auf einmat Derfd^Ungt. SSieUeid^t gogert er, um feinen 9ln= 
fd^Iag fid^erer auSjuftil^ren; unb DieUeid^t fiel^eft bu inbe§ 
bie (Ba^z in il^rer mal^ren ©eftalt. 9lber bann fd^neU! 25 
fd^neU! 9lette! rette bid^! — Seb' mo^U 2aj5 beiner 5luf« 
merffamfeit nid^t§ entgel^en: n)ie Diel SRannfd^aft er mit« 
bringt, tt)ie er bie ©tabt befe^t, n)a§ fiir 2Rad^t bie 
JRegentin bepit, n)ie beine JJreunbe gefafet finb. ®ib mir 

SRad^rid^t ©gmont — 30 

(Sgntont* SQBaS tDiQft bu? 
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Orattien (ti^ bet bet ^anb faffenb). Sq^ btd^ ilbetrebetil ®iSj mti! 

egwoitt SBie? %x&mn, Dranien? 

Orattiett* 6tncn SSerlornen gu beiDcincn, ift aud^ tnannltd^* 

C^gntottt 5Du iDdl^nft mt(3^ betlorcu? 
5 Drottteit. 2)u bift'S. Sebenfe! S)ir bleibt nut cine 
lurgc grift, Seb' idoI^U (ab.) 

©gntottt (aacin). 5Dafe anbrer 9Dlenfd^cn (Sebanfcn fold^en 
@influj5 auf un§ l^abcn! 9Dlir iDdr' e§ nie eingcfommcn ; 
unb bicfer 2Rann tragi fctne ©orglici^feit in mid^ l^erilbcr, 
10 — SBeg ! — S)a§ ift ein f rcmbcr Stropf en in meinem 
Slute, (Sute 5latur, mirf il^n iDteber l^erau§! Unb Don 
ttieiner ©time bie finnenben 9lunjeln iDCgjubaben, gibt eg 
ja tool^I nocfi ein freunblid^ aSitteL^ 



Pritter 2tttf|tt$^ 



$atafi ber 9legentin. 
SRargarete bon ^armo. 

9tegetttitt« 3(3& ^fttte mit'§ t)erTnutcn foDen. ^a! SBenn 
man in ^Kiil^e unb 9lrbctt Dor \x6) l^inlebt, bcnlt man 
immer, man tuc ba§ m6gli(3^fte; unb ber Don iDcitcm gu» 
fiel^t unb befiel^It, glaubt, cr Derlange nut ba§ moglic^e. 

— D bie Sonige! — ^^ l^dttc nic^t gcglaubt, ba^ cS s 
mid^ fo Derbric^en fonntc. 6§ ift fo fd^on, gu l^etrfd^cn! 

— Unb abgubanlen? — 3fd^ iDcife nic^t, idic mein SSatcr 
eiS !onnie, abet x^ n)tQ e§ aud^* 

a^ac^iatjed (eif c^eint tm ®runbe). 

Siegentitt. SErctet ndl^cr, 3Ra6)xar)tU. ^^ benfe l^ter ftber 
ben S3rief meine§ . Sruber§. »« 

ma^xaHU. ^^ barf iDijfen, n)a§ er entl^dlt? 

ffitqtntm. ©o t)iel gdrtlid^e 9lufmerlfamfett fur mt^ 
ate ©orgfalt fiir feine ©taaten. 6r riil^mt bie ©tanb« 
l^aftigfeit, ben Qfleife unb bie SEreue, iDomit xS) bi^l^er fiir 
bie Sfted^te ©einer SDlajeftdt in biefen Sanben qma^t l^abe* 15 
6r bebauert mid^, ba^ mir ba§ unbcinbige 95 ol! fo biel gu 
fd^affen mad^e. 6r ift Don ber 3:iefe meiner ©infid^ten fo 
DoUfommen iibergeugt, mit ber ^lugl^eit meineS S3etragen§ 
fo aujserorbentlic^ jufrieben, ba^ x6) faft fagen mu^, ber 
Srief ift fur einen Sonig gu \i)dn gefd^rieben, fiir einen 20 
aSruber gemife. ^ 

61 
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SRai^iatiett. @S i[t nid^t bag er[ie SRal, bajs er Sud^ 
fclne gcred^te 3iifri^i>^^^^it bejeigt. 
1 Wegeittitt. 3lbcr ba§ erfte aSal, bafe c§ rebnctifd^c 
Siflut ift. 

Sfiegciittm ^f)x iDerbct. — ®enn cr tneint na^ btefem 
gingange: ol^ne ajlannfd^aft, ol^ne einc fleine 9lrmcc iDerbc 
i^ immet l^ier eine iibic Siflur fpielcn! SBir ptten, 
fagt er, unrcc^t gctan, auf bic Sfagen bcr ©intDol^ner 

lo unfre ©olbaten au§ ben ^rodinjen ^u gie^en. 6ine Se« 

fa^unfl; meint er, bie bem S3iirger auf bem Stacfen loftet, 

berbiete il^m hnx6) \f)xt ©d^iDere, grofee ©priinge gu 

ma(i^en* 

»loii^iatiett. @§ ttjflrbe bie ©emttter du^erft aufbrtngen. 

IS Sfiegetttiit* ©er Sfinig tneint aber, l^orft bu? — ©r 
meint, ba^ ein tild^tiger (Seneral, fo einer, ber gar feine 
Slaifon^ annimmt, gar balb ntit SBoIf unb 5lbel, S3iirgern 
unb Sauern fertig n)erben^ !onne; — unb fc^icft beStoegen 
mit einem ftarfen $eere — ben ^erjog Don 3llba. 

2o ma^xat^tu. mu? 

Sfiegetttitt* 3)u tounberft tx^? 

mat^iatftU. ^^x fagt: er fd^icft* @r fragt tool^I, o6 et 
fd^icfen foU? 

Siegeittiit* SDer ^5nig fragt nid^t; er fd^icft* 
25 »loii^toi>ett» ©0 tDerbet ^l^r einen erfa^rnen iJrieger in 
6uren 3)ienften l^aben. 

aiegeittitt. 3n meinen Sienften? 9lebe grab l^etauS, 
SRac^iadeU. 

mat^iatftU. ^^ mfid^f 6u(^ nid^t Dorgreffen* 
JO Sicgctttim Unb id^ mfid^te mid^ DerfteUen P 6§ iji mir 
empfinblid^, fel^r empfinblid^. 3d^ iDoUte (ieber, mein 
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Sruber fagte, tt)ie cr'§ benft, al§ ba^ er formlid^e @pifteln 
unterf(!^reibt, bic cin ©taat§[cfretar auffe^t. 
WladiiatftU. ©oUtc man nid^t etnfel^en? — 
9iegentim Unb \i) !enne fie intDenbig unb au§tt)cnbig. 
©te m6d^ten'§ gem gefdubert unb gefe^rt l^aben; unb mil s 
fie felbft ni(!^t jugreifen, fo finbet ein jeber SSertrauen, ber 
mit bent Sefen in ber ^anb fommt. €), mir ift'§ al§ 
menu id^ ben ^6nig unb fein ©onfeil auf biefer SEapete 
gemirft fal^e.^ 
mat^xaHU. ©0 lebl^aft? lo 

aiegeittiit, 6§ fe^lt fein 3wg. 6§ ftnb gute 9Jlenf(!^en 
brunter. S)er el^rlid^e 9iobri(!^, ber fo erfal^ren unb mdpig 
ift, nid^t gu i)o^ toxVi unb boc^ ni(!^t§ fatten Idpt, ber ge=: . 
rabe 9ltongo, ber fleipige greneba, ber fefte Sa§ SSarga^ f 
unb noi) einige, bie mitgel^en, mnn bie gute ^artei mdd^tig 1/5 
n)irb* SDo fi^t ober ber l^o^Idugige Stolebaner^ mit ber 
e^rnen ©time unb bem tiefen ^feuerblidE, murmelt jn)ifd^en i 
ben gdl^nen t)on SBeibergiite, ungeitigem Slad^geben, unb ba^ 
tJrauen voo^l Don gugerittenen ^ferben ftd^ tragen Iaf[en, 
felbft aber fd^led^te ©taUmeifter finb, unb fold^e ©pd^e, bie 20 
\^ tf)mal^ Don ben poIitif(!^en ^erren l^abe mit burd^l^oren 
muf[en. 

WlatS^xattttL ^^x ijobt gu bem ©emdlbe einen guten 
S^arbentopf gen)d]^lt. 

9lefieitttit» ©eftel^t nur, SKad^iabeH: !3n meiner gangen 25 
©d^attierung, ousf ber id^ aHenfaU^ malen ffinnte, ift fein 
3:on fo gelbbraun, gaUenfd^marg, n)ie 9llba§ ©efid^t^farbe, 
unb alS bie garbe, ou§ ber er malt* 3[eber ift bei il^m 
gleid^ ein ®otte§Idfterer, ein 9Kajeftdt§fd^dnber; benn ou§ 
biefem iJapitel fann man fie alle fogleid^ rdbern, t)fd]^Ien, 3a 
Dierteilen unb Derbrennen. — 2)a3 @ute, toa^ 16) l^ier ge* 
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tan l^ttbc, fiel^t gctDtp in ber S^crnc iDte ni(!^t§ ou§, eben 
tt)eir§ flut tft. — ®a l^dngt cr fid^ an jcben 9JJuttt)iIIen, ber 
borbel t[t, erinnert an jebc Unrul^c, bic geftillt tft; unb c§ 
toirb bem ^bnige Dor ben ^ttugen fo t)olI 9JJeutcrei, Slufrul^r 

5 unb SEoUfiil^nl^eit, ba^ cr fid^ borfteUt, fie frdfeen fid^ l^ier 
etnanber auf, menn eine pd^tig boriibergel^enbe Ungejogen* 
l^eit etne§ ro^en fBolU bet un§ lange bergeffen tft. S)a 
fa^t er etnen red^t l^ergHd^en ^a^ auf bte armen Seute; fie 
lommen il^m abfd^eulid^, ja n)ie SEiere unb Ungel^euer Dor; 

10 er fie^t fid^ nad^ tS^mx unb ©d^mert urn unb vo'df)nt, fo 
bdnbige man SJienfd^en* 

^a^iauU. 3^r fd^eint mir ju l^eftig, ^l^r nel^mt bie 
©ad^e gu l^od^. Sleibt ^f)x nid^t 9legentin? 
aiegcittttt. S)a§ fenn' id^. 6r n)irb eine 3inftruftion 

IS bringen. — 3d^ bin in ©taatSgefd^dften alt genug gemorben, 
urn ju tt)iffen, n)ie man einen berbrdngt, o^ne il^m feine 
SeftaUung gu ne^men. ©rft n)irb er eine 3nftruftion brin« 
gen, bie n)trb unbeftimmt unb fd^ief^ fein; er tt)irb urn fid^ 
greifen, benn er l^at bie ©emalt; unb menu id^ mid^ beflage, 

20 tt)irb er eine ge^eime 3nftruttion borfd^u^en; totnn xi) fie 
fel^en idiU, n)irb er mid^ l^erumgie^en ; mnn x^ brauf be» 
ftel^e, n)irb er mir ein papier geigen, ba§ gang n)a§ anber^ 
entl^dlt; unb n)enn id^ mid^ ba nid^t berul^ige, gar nid^t 
mel^r iun, aU menu id^ rebete. — 3nbe8 n)irb er, n)a§ k^ 

25 furd^te, getan unb, toa^ x6) tDiinfd^e, n)eit abmdrts gelenft 
^aben. 
Wta6^iat)tU. 3d^ mollf , id^ lonnt' 6ud^ n)iberfpred^en. 
Slegentitt. SBa§ id^ mit unfdglid^er ©ebulb berubigte, n)irb 
er burd^ $drte unb ©raufamfeiten lt)ieber auf^e^en; id^ 

30 merbe dor meinen 9lugen mein SBer! Derloren fel^n unb ttber* 
bteS nod^ feine ©d^ulb gu tragen l^aben* 
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aWttii^loiica. 6rtDartcn'§ 6ure ^ol^ctt. 

Siegcnttm ©o bid ©emalt i)aV id) fiber mid^, urn ftiHc 
gu fein. 2a^ il^n fommeu; x6) merbc il^m mit ber bcftcn 9lrt 
^la^ madden, cl^ cr mid^ bcrbrangt* 

aJloc^ioiiea. @o rafd^ biefcn tDtd^tiflcn ©d^ritt? s 

IRcfietttiit. ©d^toerer, al§ bu bcnift. SBer gn l^errfd^cn flc« 
tDol^nt t[t, tDer'§ l^crgebrad^t l^at/ ba^ jcbcn 2:a8 bQ§ ©d^idEfal 
t)on SEaufenben in feiner $anb liegt, fteigt bom Sl^ronc tt)ie 
in§ ©tab. 9lber bcffer fo, al§ cincm ®cfpen[te gleid^ unter 
ben Sebenben bleiben unb ntit l^ol^Iem SHnfel^n einen ^la^ lo 
be]^aut)ten tDoUen, ben il^m ein onberer abgeerbt l^at unb nun 
befi^t unb fleniefet. 



JtlSrd^end Sol^mtng. 



ftUic^en. abutter. 



VluHtt. ©0 eine Siebe mie aBradfenbutflS l^ab' id^ nie 
flefel^en ; id^ glaubte, fie [ei nut in ^elbengefd^td^ten. 

^Vkt^tn (ge^t in ber ©tube auf unb ah, ein Sieb stoifc^en ben Si))))en 
{«mmenb). 

(SludElid^ aUein 15 

3ft bie ©eele, bie liebt. 

Wltttttt. 6r bermutet beinen Umgang mit @gmont; unb 
ii) glaube, mnn bu il^m ein menig freunblid^ tdtejt, toenn 
bu moUteft, et l^eitatete bid^ nod^. 
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^(fttf^ett (fingt). g^reubboO 

Unb leibDoH, 
©ebanletiDoU fein;^ 
Sangcn^ 
5 Unb bangen 

3n f($tt)ebenbcr ^cin ; 
^mmtll)o6) jaud^jcnb, 
3um Stobe betriibt; 
@Iu(fU(!^ aUein 
lo ^\t bic ©eele, bie Kebt 

aWttttcr. Safe baS ^eiopopcio.* 
^rari^ctt. <B^tm mtf§ nid^t; e§ t[t em frdftis Sicb. 
^aV \6) bo^ \i)on matKJ^mal em grofeeS ^inb bamit fc^lafen* 
getDtegt. 
IS aWtttter* ®u ]^a[t bod^ ni($t§ im Sfopfe al§ betne Siebe. 
SSergdfeeft bu nut nt(3^t aUe^ iiber ba^ eine* ®en Sracfen^ 
burg follteft bu in ©l^ren l^alten, fag' x6) bit. 6r !ann bid^ 
nod^ einmal gliirfUd^ madden* 
mat^tn. er? 
2o aWittter* D ja I e§ lommt eine 3ett ! — 3^r Sinbet fel^t 
nid^t§ t)orau§ unb uberl^ord^t unfre 6rfa^rungen. ®te 3u= 
genb unb bie fd^one Siebe, afle§ l^at fein 6nbe; unb e§ 
fommt eine 3^W^ ^o inan ®ott banit, menn man irgenbmo 
X unterlried^en f ann* 

I^S ^Carii^eit (fc^oubcrt, fc^njeist unb fs^rt auf). SDluttet, lafe bie 3^it 

i fommen tt)ie ben Stob. S)ran Dorjubenfen ift fd^rectl^aft ! — 

Unb menu er fommt ! SBenn mx miiff en — bann — tDoKen 

n)ir un§ gebdrben, mie ton fonnen — 6gmont, id^ bid^ ent= 

beljren! — (Sn xranen.) 5lein, e§ ift nid^t mbglid^, nid^t 

30 moglid^. 

(£ g m n t (itt ei(tem 9^eitermantel, ben ^ut in? ©efid^t gebrilcf t). 
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^(fttfl^ett {tut etncn ©c^rct, fttl^rt iurttd.) ©gmottt ! (@lc eltt ouf i^n 
ju.) ©gmont ! (®lc umarmt li^n unb ru^t an t^m.) D bu ©Utet, 

fiiebcr, ©ufeer! ,ffomm[t bu? biftbuba? 
S egwoitt ©uten SIbenb, 9Dluttcr ! 

mntttx. (Sott gruB' eu(|, ebler $crr ! SJlcine Sf Icine ift 
faft Dergangen, baj5 3[]^r fo lang auSbleibt; fie l^at tDteber 
ben gangen Stag Don 6u(| gerebct unb gefungen. 
^gntottt. S^r gebt mir ho6) ein 9la(|tef|en? 
10 mmtttx. 3u t)iel ©nabe* SBenn mir nur etma^ l^citten. 
mUt^tiu Sreiltd^! @eib nur rul^ig, 9Dlutter; xi) ^aU 
fd^on aUeS barauf eingeric^tct, iS) i)aht etmaS gubereitet. 
SSerratet mx6) nici^t, 9Dlutter. 
Wlntttx. B^mal genug* 
IS ^(arc^em SBartet nur! Unbbann benP id^: n)enn er bet 
mir ift, fjaV i^ gar leinen hunger; ba foUte er and) feinen 
gro^en Sippetit l^aben, menn id^ bei il^m bin* 
egwottt SReinft bu? 

^Cfttfl^en (ftampft mlt bent flfuBe unb UW ^^ unn^iatg unt). 

2o (Sgntont SBie ift bir? 

mari^ett* SBie feib ^l^r l^eute fo lalt! 3f^r l^abt mir no(i^ 
feinen Jlufe angeboten. SBarum l^abt 3[]^r bie 9Irme in ben 
SKantel gemicfelt, mie ein 2Bo(3^en!inb? 3i^int feinem @oI» 
baten, nod^ fiieb^aber, bie 2lrme eingemicfelt ju l^aben* 

25 (ggittottt. 3ui^ite^^^ Siebi^en, gujeiten* SBenn ber ©olbat 

auf ber Sauer ftel^t unb bem Qfeinbe etmaS abliften m'6d)\t, 

ba nimmt er fid^ gufammen, fafet \i6) felbft in feine 5lrme 

unb !aut feinen Slnfd^lag reif. Unb ein Siebl^aber — 

mnUtx. 2BoUt 3f^r (Sn^ ni(|t fefeen? e§ 6u(^ nid^t 

30 bequem madden? 3fd^ mu^ in bie Jfttd^e: Jfldrd^en benft an 
nid^t§, n)enn 3f]^r ba feib. ^l^r miifet filrlieb nel^men. 
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@gittont 6ucr gutcr SBiUc i[t btc bc[te SBiitge* (SKuttcr at>,) 

^ikttlitn. Unb tt)a§ Mxt bcnn mcine Siebc? 

(Sgntont @o Diel bu tDtllj}. 

^owiieii. aSergleic^t fte, iDenn ^l^r ba§ $etj l^abt. 

©gntOttt* 3ut)drberft alfo. m toiift ben a»antel a6 xLvJb {te|t in 5 
finem ))rSd^tigen 5£leibe ba.)' 

^(fttii^ett. O je! 

@0ittoitt. 5lun l^ab' i(3^ bie 9Irme f rci. m ^eat He) 

^(fttd^ett. Sa^t! 3^r berbetbt ®ud^. (@ic tritt jurttd.) SBic 
prdd^tig! 3)a barf t($ 6ud^ n^t anriil^ren. 

@gittottt Sift bu gufrieben? 3(3^ Dcrft)ra(3^ bit, einmal lo 
ft)anifci^ gu fommcn.^ 

^(orci^ctt. 3d^ bat ©ud^ geitl^cr nici^t tnel^r brum; ^ 
bad^te, S^r iDoUtet nic^t — 5l(^ unb ba§ golbnc aSHe^I 

^gntottt. ®a fiel^ft bu'§ nun. 

mard^ett. ®a§ l^at bir ber Jlaifcr umgd^dngt? is 

©gntont ^a, ^inb! unb Jlctte unb 3^^^ti geben bcm, 
ber fie trdgt, bic ebelften greil^citen. ^^ crlennc auf ©rben 
leincn 9lic^ter iiber meinc ^anblungen, aU ben ©ro^meifter 
be§ Drben§ mit bent Derfammelten Sf apitel ber Slitter. 

^(ard^eit. €), bu burfteft bie ganje SBelt iiber bid^ rid^ten 20 
lajfen. — 5)er ©ammet ift gar ju l^errlic^, unb bie ^affe* 
mentarbeit!* unb ba§ ©efticfte! — 2Ran toei^ nii^t, too man 
anfangen foU. 

©gntottt. ©iel^ bi(^ nur fatt. 

mikv^tn. Unb ba§ golbne SlieS! ^l^r erjdl^Itet mir bie 25 
®t\d)\i)k unb fagtet: e§ fei ein Q^x^^n afle§ ©ro^en unb 
iJoftbaren, toa^ man mit SRiil^' unb S^B* t)erbient unb er= 
mirbt. 6s ift fe^r loftbar — ^i) lann'g beiner Siebe ber= 
gleii^en. — ^S) trage fie ebenfo am ^erjen — unb l^er^ 
mi) — 30 
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egntottt. SBa§ millft bu f ogen ? 
^(ftrii^ctt* ^erna(!^ dergleii^t \\^'^ a\x6) iDteber nid^t. 
egntottt* aSie [o? 

^Iftrii^ett* 3(!^ f)aU [ic nid^t nttt 5Kuy unb glcife erloot* 
5 ben, n^t berbient. 

(ggntont* Sn ber Sicbe ift e§ anber§. ®u berbtenft pc, 

iDetl bu bt(i^ n^t borum bemirbft — unb bic fieutc crl^altcn 

fie QU(ft meift aUein, bie nii^t bornai^ i^jgen. 

^liirii^em C^Qft bu bQ§ Don btr ab^^enommen? ^aft bu 

10 biefe [tolje 5lnmer!ung uber bid^ felbft gemad^t? bu, ben atte^ 

aSoIf Hebt? 

egntoitt ^att' \i) nut etmaS fur fie^ geton! Bnnf id^ 
etoaS filr fie tun! 6§ ift i^r guter SBille, m\i) ju lieben. 
mht^tn. 5)u tDQtft gemiB l^eute bet ber 9legenttn? 
IS ©gntont ^6) toax bei i^r. 

msri^em Sift bu gut mit il^r? 
©gntoitt @§ fiel^t einmal fo au§* SBir finb einanbet 
freunblid) unb bienftlii^. 
^iav^tn. Unb im ^tx^tn? 
20 (ggntottt. 2BiII i^ x^x mo^L 3!ebe§ ^at feine eignen %i^ 
fi(!^ten. S)q§ tut nid^t§ jur ^a6)t. ©ie ift eine treffli(!^e 
grau, fennt i^re Seute unb fct^e tief genug, menu fie auc^ 
nid|t argtt)o]^nif(^ toclre. ^S) mad)t if)x Diel ju fd^affen, n)etl 
fie Winter meinem Setragen immer ©el^eimniffe fud^t unb id^ 
25 feine ^ait. 

^Ihv^tn. ©0 gar feine? 

@gmont. @^ nun ! einen f leinen ^interl^alt. 3eber SBein 

fe^t SQBetnftein in ben gdfjern an ntit ber 3^it* Dranien ift 

bod^ nod^ eine beffere Unter^altung fiir fie unb eine immer 

30 neue 3lufgabe, 6r l^at fid^ in ben ^rebit gefeft, ba^ er 

immer etma^ ©el^eimeg Dorl^abe; unb nun fiel^t fie immer 
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na^ feincr ©time, toa§ er idoI^I benlcn, auf fcinc ©(J^rttte, 
iDo^in er fie tool^l rid^ten module. 

msri^em SSerfteUt fie fid^? 

©gntont JRegentin, unb bu frag ft? 

^(Src^eit* SSerjeil^t, id^ tnoHte fragen: ift fie falfd^? $ 

©gntpttt. 5li(!^t me^r unb ni(!^t meniger al§ jeber, ber ^ 
feine 3(bfid^ten erreii^en toiU. 

^i&tti^tu. 3d^ fonnte mid^ in bie SBelt nid^t finben.^ ©ie \ 
l^at abet ani) einen ntcinnlid^en ©eift, fie ift ein anber 2Beib I 
aU mix Sldl^terinnen unb ^od^innen. ©ie ift grofe, l^er^^aft, lo 
entfd^Ioffen, 

@fii«pttt ^a, tnenn'g nid^t got ju bunt gel^t* S)ie§mal 
ift fie bod^ ein menig au§ ber gaffung. 

mari^eii* 2Bie fo? 

©gntottt ©ie f)at aud^ ein Sctrtd^en auf ber Dberlit)t)e 15 
unb mand^mal einen Slnfatt Don ^obagra. 6ine red^te 
Slmagone ! 

^(ftrc^en^ Sine majeftdtifd^e grau! 3d^ fd^eute mid^. Dor 
fie gu treten. 

(Sgntostt* S)u bift bod^ f onft nid^t gagl^aft — 6§ iDdre aud^ 20 
nid^t fjurd^t, nur jungfrdulid^e ©d^am. 

^(ftrd^ett (f(^(dgt bie 9(u9en nieber, nimmt feine ^anb uttb le^nt {td^ an ii^n). 

egntPttt S^ berftel^e bid^! liebe§ SKdbd^en! bu barf ft bie 
Slugen auffd^lagen. m m%t i^re stugcn.) 

^lanj^ett. Safe mid^ fd^toeigen! Sap mid^ bid^ l^alten. 
Safe mxi) bir in bie 3lugen fel^en, atteS brin finben, Stroft unb 25 
^offnung unb g^reube unb Summer, (©ie umarmt i^n unb Mt 
i^n an.) ©ag' mir! ©age! id^ begreife nid^t! bift bu 6gmont? 
ber @raf 6gmont? ber grofee ©gmont, ber fo Diel Sluffel^n 
mac^t, Don bent in ben ^eitungen ftel^t, an bem bjej^* 
Dinjen l^dngen? 30 
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(Sqmont 92ein, Sil&x^m, baiS bin i6) n\S)t 

m&tf^em SBk? 

(Sfiittoiit ©iel^ft bu, Jfldrd^cn! — Safe mid^ fi^cnl — 

((£t fe^t fi(^, fie Iniet t>ox i^n auf einen Gc^emel, legt il^ie ^ime ouf feinen <B^o% 

unb fieftt i^tt an.) Sciier ©flmont^ ift cin bcrbricfeli(!^er, fteifer, 

\5 falter ©gmont, bcr an fi^ l^alten, 6alb btefc§, balb jcnc3 @e= 

fi($t madden mufe; geplagt, berfannt, bermicfelt ift, menn il^n 

bic Scute fur frol^ unb fro^lid^ l^alten; geliebt Don etncm 

aSolfe, ba§ nii^t mx% toa^ e§ iDtU; g^^^rt unb in bie $5]^e 

fletragen Don einer ^IKenge, mit ber nici^t§ angufangen ift; 

10 umgeben Don ^freunben, benen er fid^ nid^t iiberlajfen barf; 

beobad^tet oon 9Dlenfd^en, bie i^m auf afle SBeife beifommen^ 

ntod^ten; arbeitenb unb fid^ bemiil^enb, oft ol^ne 3^^df, meift 

ol^ue So^n — o lafe mid^ fd^meigen, n)ie eS bem erge^t, mie c§ 

bem ju 2Kute ift. 3lber biefer, ^Iftrd^en, ber ift rul^ig, offen, 

IS gIiidEIid&, geliebt unb gefannt Don bem beften ^erjen, ba§ anS) 

er ganj lennt unb ntit boUer Siebe unb 3uttauen an ba§ 

feine briirft. (Sr umamt ftc.) 5)a§ ift bei n ©gmont!^ 

man^eit. @o lafe mid^ fterben! 3)ie SOBelt l^at feine 
??reuben auf* biefe! 



VicvUv 2lttf|tt$* 



©tra^c. 
Setter. 3ininiermctftcr. 

Setter. C)e! 5p[t! C)e, 5Ka(i^bar, ein SBort! 

3iittittenttei{tet. ©el^ bcincS ^fab§ unb fet rul^ig. 

Setter. 5Kur ein SBort. 5R^t§ 5Reuc§? 

Bintntermeifter. 5Kt(Jt§, ate ba^ un§ Don 9?eucm^ ju reben 
berboten ift. S 

^ttttx. SBie? 

Bimntenttetftet. SEretct l^ier an§ ^au§ an. ^iitet 6ud^! 
2)er ^ergog Don 9Ilba l^at ^kii) bei feiner SIntunf t eincn a9e» 
fe^I auSgel^cn laffen, babur(!^ giDei obcr btei, bie auf bet 
©trafee jufammen fpreci^en, be§ ^od^berrats ol^ne Unter= lo 
fu(!^un9 fd^ulbig erflart finb. 

^ttttx. D mi)l 

Bimmermclftcr. Set eiDtger ©efangenfd^aft ift Derboten, 
Don ©taat§fa(!^en gu reben. 

^ttttt. D unfre gretl^eit! 15 

Bintmentteifter. Unb bet SEobeSfttafe foU niemanb bie 
^anblungen ber 9legierung mi^biUigen. 

^ttttt. D unfre ^opfe! 

Bimntenttetftet. Unb mit grofeent SSerfpred^en tDerben 
SSdter, SRiitter, ^inber, SSermanbte, ^freunbe, 5)ienftboten 20 
eingelaben, toa^ in bent ^nnerften be§ ^aufes borgel^t, bei 
bem befonberg niebergefe^ten ©erid^te gu offenbaren, 

63 
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Setter. @c{)en mir nacft ^aufe. 
3immermeifter. Unb ben S^olgfamen ift derfptoc^en, ba^ 
[ie tDCber an Setbe, no(i^ @^te, nod^ aSermogen einige 
if ranfung erbulben foflen, 
5 Setter. 2Bie gndbig! SOBar mtt'§ hoij gleid) mf), imc 
ber ^etjog in bte ©tabt fam. ©eit ber S^xi ift mir'g, al§ 
tt)dre ber ^immel mit etnem fd^matgen glor iiberjogen unb 
l^inge fo tief I)erunter, bap man \ii) biicfen ntuffe, urn nid^t 
bran ju ftofeen. 
lo 3immermeij*er. Unb n)ie l^aben bir feine ©olbaten ge> 
faflen? ®elt! bag ift eine anbre 3lrt Don Sfrebfen,' aU mx 
fie fonft geiDO^nt toaren. 

Setter, ^fui! @g fc^niltt einem ba§ ^erjj ein, menn man 

fo einen C)ciufen bie ©affen ^inab marfd^ieren fie^t. ^erjen^ 

IS gerab; mit undermanbtem Slid, ein Sttitt, fo diel i^ter finb. 

Unb loenn fie auf bet Sd^ilbioac^e fte^en unb bu ge^ft an 

einem dorbei, ift'§, al§ menn er bid^ burd^ unb burc^ fe^en 

n)oflte, unb )\ti)t fo fteif unb miirrifd^ au§, bag bu auf alien 

gcfen einen 3ud^t^#^^ i^ \^¥^ glaubft. ®ie tun mir gar 

20 nid)t tt)of)L Unfre 9JiiIij toax \>o^i) nocl[| ein luftig 35oIf ; fie 

na^men fid^ ina^ ^erau§, ftanben mit au^gegtdtf^ten^ 93einen 

ba, flatten ben ^ut ilberm Oi)x, lebten unb liefien leben; biefe 

ilerle aber finb tt)ie 9Jlafd^inen, in benen ein Jeufel fi^t. 

3immermeifter. SBenn fo einer ruft: „^alt!" unb att"« 

25 fd^Idgt, meinft bu, man f)ielte? 

Setter. 3d^ metre gleid) be^ SobeS. 
3immermeifter» @ef)n mir nad) |)aufe. 
Setter. 6s mirb nid^t gut. 9lbieu. 

@oeft (tritt ta^n). 

(Soej*. ^freunbe! ©enoffen! 
30 3tmmermeifter. ©till! Sapt un§ ge^en! 
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Setter. 9lur gudiel! 

@oeft. ®ie SSegentin ift tocg. 

Setter. 9lun gnab* un§ ©ott! 
. 3immermetfter. S)ie l^ielt un§ no($. S 

@oeft. 2luf einmat unb in ber ©tille. ©ie lonnte \\d) 
mtt bent ^tx^oq nid^t dcttragen; fie lie^ bent 9lbel melben, fie 
tomme inieber. Sliemanb glaubfg. 

3immermeijter. @ott derjei^'g bem 9lbel, bafe er un§ biefe 
neue ©eipct iiber ben ^aU gelaffen l^at. ©ie ptten e§ ab^ ic 
tDenben fonnen. Urifte ^rioilegten finb l^in. 

Setter. Urn ®otte§ toillen ni(i)t§ don ^tidilegien! ^6) 
toxtixt ben ®eru(^ don eincnt @je!ution^morgen; bie ©onne 
tDitt nid^t ^etdor, bie 5Rebel ftinlen. 

@oeft. Dtanien ift au(^ toeg. is 

aiwwermeifter. ©o finb mir benn ganj derlajfen ! 

(Soeft. ®raf ©gntont ift no(^ ba. 

Setter, ©ott fei S)anf ! ©tdtfen i^n alle ^eiligen, ba^ 
er fein SSejleS tut; ber ift allein toa^ derm5genb. ^ 

» an fen (trttt auf.) 

^anfett. Q^inb' x6) enblid^ ein paax, bie noc^ nid^t unter* 20 
geftod^en finb? 

Setter. SEut un§ ben ©efallen unb gel^t fiirba^.^ 

^anfen. ^l^r feib nid^t l^oflid^. 

3immermeijter. 6§ ift gar leine S^xt gu iJontpHmenten. 
3udEt 6ud^ ber SudEcI toiebet?^ ©eib 3^r fd^on burd^« 25 
ge^eilt? 

ajanfen. S^ragt cinen ©olbaten nad^ feinen SBunben ! 
SBenn id^ auf ©d^Idge toa^ gegeben l^dtte, toixxt fein* Stage' 
md^t§ au^ mir gen)orben. 

Setter. @^ fann ernftlid^er toerben. 30 
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»anfem ^f)x fpilrt Don bem ©ctDitter, bag auf fteigt, elne 
crbftrml^c aKattigfeit in ben ©liebcrn, fd^cinf §. 

Sivtmtvmtifttt. Seine ©liebcr tDcrben fid^ fcolb too anbcrS* 
eine 9Kotion maiden, toenn bu ni(^t rul^ft. 
5 SJanfeti* Slrmfelige Wd\x\t, bie gleic^ bergtoeifein, toenn 
ber ^auSl^etr cine neue ft a^e anfd^afft ! 9lur cin U^^m 
anberd; abet toir tteiben unfer SIBefen t)or toie na^,^ feib nur 
tul&ig. 
3i mm c g i ttcl ( l er> ffiu bijl ein tjertoegener Saugeniij^ts* 
to S^attfem @et)atter Sropf !^ £a^ bu ben C)ex}og nur ge« 
todl^ren. I)er atte ftater ficl^t au§, ate toenn er SEeufel ftatt 
ajiaufc gefteffen l&atte unb fdnnte fie nun nid^t t)erbouen* 
Sa^t il^n nur erft; cr mufe oud^ cffen, trinfcn, fd^tafen toie 
anbere 9Kenfd^en. (£s iji mir nid^t bange, toenn toir unferc 
'S 3^it i^^^t nel^men. 3m 3lnfange gel^t'S rafd^; nad^l^er toirb 
er aud^ finben, baft in ber ©peifefammer unter ben Sped* 
[etten beffer leben ift unb beS Slad^tS gu rul^en, ate auf bem 
grud^tboben eingelne aBfiuSd^en gu ertiften. ®e^t nur, id^ 
fenne bie ©tatt^atter* 
to Bimmentteifter. SQSaiS f o einem !0lenfd^en aQed burd^gel^t ! 
SBenn id^ in meinem Seben fo ettoaS gefagt l^fitte, l^ielf id^ 
mid^ feine SKinute filr fitter. 

S^anfem ©eib nur rul^ig. @ott im £)immel erfttl^rt 
nid^tg bon eud^ SBflrmem, gefd^toeige ber SRegent* 
25 ^ttttt. SctftermauU 

fSan^tn. ^S) toeife anbere, benen e§ beffer toftre, fie Ifitkn 
ftatt i^reS ^elbenmuts eine ©d^neiberaber im Seibe. 
Siwmermeifter. SBaS toollt ^l^r bamit fagen? 
S^attfen* ^m ! ben ©tafen mein' id^. 
30 ^ttttt. ggmont 1 SBaS foil ber furd^ten? 

8anfem 3d^ bin ein armer SEeufel unb I5nnte ein gangeB 
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^af)x lebcn t)on bcm, maS cr in cincnt 3lbcnbc t)crlicrt. 
Unb bo(^ fount' er ntir fein @inIontmcn cine§ ganjen ^affxe^ 
gcbcn, tDcnh cr meincn ftopf auf einc SSicrtcIftunbc l^dtte. 

abetter* S)u bcnfft bt(^ toa^ 3lcc^t§. ggmontg ^aarc 
finb gcfc^eitcr ate bein C)itn. S 

»attfeii* 3leb't S^t !^ 9lbcr nic^t feiuet. ®tc C)erren be»- - 
trilgen [x6) am crften* 6r folltc nt(^t trauen* 

Setter. SBaS er fii^roafet ! ©o em ^err ! 

^mtfen. 6ben toeit cr fein ©d^neiber ift. 

Setter. Ungemafd^en 3KauI ! lo 

^attfett. 2)em tooflf x6) ©arc Kouragc^ nur cine ©tunbc 
in btc ©Itcbcr n)unf(^cn, ba^ [ic tl^m ba Unru^* ntac^tc unb 
\i)n fo laugc ucdtc unb judtc, bt§ cr au§ ber ©tabt ntufetc. 

Setter, ^^x rcbet rc(^t undcrftdnbtg ; er ift fo fic^er n)tc 
ber ©tern am ^tmmel. is 

^attfen. ^aft bu nic einen fu3^ fd^neugen* gcfel^n? SBBeg 
tear er I 

Bimmentteifter. SBer toill i^m benn maS tun ? 

ajatifeii. SS3cr torn? aBiflft bu'g ctioa ^inbern? SBillft 
bu einen Slufrul^r erregen, menu fie i^n gefangen nel^men? 20 

Setter. 31^ ! 

ajanfen. SBollt i^r eure JRippen fii^ il^n toagen ? 

eoefi. (Si) I 

aJanfeii (fte nac^affcnb). 3[]^ ! D^ ! Ul^ ! SSertounbert eud^ 
burd^§ ganje aipl^abet. ©0 ift'§ unb bleibfg ! ©ott be. 25 
toa^re i^n ! 

Setter. ^6) erfd^redfe ilber Sure Unt)erfd^amt]^eit. ©0 ein \ 
ebler, red^tfd^affener 9Mann f oHte maS gu bef urd^ten l^aben ? 

ajanfen. 2)er ©d^elm fi^t ilberaH im SSorteil. 3luf bem 
SlrmenfUnberftiil^Id^en l^at er ben 9licf)ter gum 9larren; auf 30 
bem SRid^terftu^I mad^t er ben Snquifiten* mit Suft gum SSer« 
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breeder. 3c^ l^abc fo ein ^totofoH abjufc^reiben ge^abt, Ida 
ber ftomtniflariug fc^met Sob unb ®elb t)om C^of^ crl^ielt, 
tueil cr cinen e^rlidien Steufel, an ben man tDoflte/ jum 
©d^elmen^ der^ort l^atte. 

3immermctficr. ®a§ ift tuiebcr frifcf)^ gelogen. SBa§ 

tooflcn fie bcnn l^erauS Detl^oren, tDenn einer unfc^ulbig ift ? 

ajanfctt. D ©pa^cnfopf ! SBo ni(^t§ l^erau^ ju t)erptcn 

ift, ba t)txf)'6xt man ^inein. @^tlid)feit niad^t unbefonncn, 

au(^ tDol^I tro^ig. 2)a fragt man erft fadjtc meg, unb ber 

o ©efangne ift ftolj auf feine Unfd^ulb, mie fie'g l^ei^en, unb 
fagt afle§ gerabeju, toa^ ein SSerftdnbiger t)erbdtge. S)ann 
mac^t ber ^nquifitor au§ ben 9lntn)orten mieber ^ragen unb 
pa^t ja aiif, tt)o irgenb ein 2BiberfprUc^eI(i)cn erf(i)einen tt)ifl; 
ba fnilpft er feinen ©trid an; unb Id^t \\6) ber bumme 

S Seufel betreten, ba^ er l^ier ctmaS gu diel, bort ettDa^ gu menig 
gefagt, ober toofjl gar au§ @ott meife ma§ fUr einer ©ride 
einen Umftanb t)erfd^tt)iegen l^at, aud^ tt)of)l irgenb an einem 
@nbe fi(^ l^at fc^recfen laffen : bann finb mir* auf bem rec^ten 
SBeg ! Unb i^ t)erfic^re tn^, mit mef)r ©orgfalt fuc^en bie 

o Settetoeiber ni(i)t bie Sumpen au§ bem ffel)rid)t, al§ fo ein 
©d^elmenfabrifant au§ fleinen, f(i)iefen, t)erf(i)obenen, t)er= 
riicften, derbriicften, gefd^Ioffenen, befannten, geleugneten 9ln= 
geigen unbUmftdnben fi(^enblid^ einen ftrof)Iumpenen SSogeU 
fd^eu^ gufammenfiinftelt, um menigfteng feinen Snquifiten in 

5 effigie l^dngen gu fonnen. Unb @ott mag ber arme Steufel 
ban!en, toenn er fi(^ no(^ fann Ijdngen fe^en/ 
^ttttt. 2)er l^at eine geldufige 3u^9^« 
3immermeifter. 3Jlit S^liegen mag ba§ ange{)en. S)ie 
SQSefJ)en lac^en eureS ®efpinfte§. 

o S^attfett. 9la(j^bem bie ©pinnen finb.^ ©e^t, ber lange 
^erjog l^at eu(^ fo ein rein 3lnfe^n t)on einer ffreusfpinne ; 
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nid^t cinct bicfficiuc^igcn, bic jxnb tDcniger fd^Unnn, abet fo 
ciner langfupigen, ft^malleibigcn, bie bom grafec ni(!^t feift 
toirb unb red^t bunne ^abcn gtel^t^.obcr bcjio gal^erc. 

Setter, ggmont ift 3litter be§ golbnen SSIiefeS; tx)er barf 
^anb an xi)n legen? 9lur t)on feine^gleic^en !ann er gert(i)tet 5 
tDcrben, nur Dom gefamten Drben, 2)eiii Iofe§ 9JlauI, betn 
bofe§ ©emiffen t)erfu]^ren bicf) gu folc^ent ©efd^tDd^. 

SJattfen. SBiH \^ \i)m barum flbel? 3Kir lann'g re(!^t fein. 
6§ ift tin treffli(!^er $etr. Sin paar meiner guten S^teunbc, 
bie anberiDartS f(i)on todren gel^angen^ tuorben, ^at er mit 10 
eincm Sudel boll ©c^Idge t)erabfd^iebet. 9lun gel^t ! @el^t ! 
3d^ raf e§ eu(^ felbft. ®ort fel^' x^ mieber eine SSunbe an« 
tteten ; bie fel^en ni(!^t au§, al§ toenn [ie f balb 33ruberfc^aft 
mit un§ trinfen tDilrben. 2Bir tDoHen'S abmarten unb nur 
]a^k gufe^en. ^6) ^aV ein paax 5Rid^ten unb eincn @e= 15 
batter ©c^enfmirt; toenn fie don benen gefoftet l^aben unb 
toerben bann nic^t jafjm, fo finb fie au^gepic^te^ SBolfe. 



2)cr (Sulcnburgifd^c ^olajl. So^uung bc« ^crgogS Don %lha. 
©iUaunb ©omes (begcgnen cinanber). 

©Una. ^aft bu bie Sefel^Ie be§ ^nm^ auggeric^tet ? • 
®omti. ^iinftlid^. 2lIIe tdglic^e* aiunben finb beorbert, 
gur beftimmten 3^tt an derft^iebenen ^Id^en eingutreffen, bie 20 
ic^ i^nen begei(i)net f)aU; fie gel^en inbe§, toie getool^nlici), 
burd^ bie ©tabt, um Drbnung gu erl^alten. iteiner toei^ don 
bem anbern, jeber glaubt, ber Sefel^t ge^e il^n aHein an, unb 
in einem 3lugenbUd fann aBbann ber Korbon gegogen unb 
alle 3ugdnge gum ^alaft fonnen befe^t fein. SSeipt bu bie 25 
Urfadie biefeg Sefe^lS? 
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&lt^a. ^S) bin gcmol^nt, bltnblingS gu flcJ^orci^en. Unb 
tDcm flc^or(^t fi(^'§ leid^ter, ate bcm C^etgogc? bo balb bet 
SluSgaitfl beiDcift, bafe cr rcd^t bcfol^Ien l^at. 
Somea. @ut ! ®ut ! ^\xi) fd^eint cS mir !ein SQSunbct; 

5 ba^ bu fo t)erf(^lo[fcn unb cinfilbig tuirft tuic er, ba bu intmer 
urn if)n fctn tnufet. W\x fomtnt eS fretnb Dor, ba \6) ben 
Iet(!^tcrcn italienifd^cn 3)ien[t geiDol^nt bin. 3ln SEreuc unb 
©cl^orfam bin id^ ber 2lltc;^ aber id^ l^abc mir ba§ ©d^md^en 
unb SRdfonieren angcn)5l^nt. 3l^r fcf)tt)etgt aHc unb lafet e§ 

10 cud^ nic tool^I fein. 2)er ^crjog gleicf)t mir cinem c^rnen 
Surm ol^ne ^fortc, n)ogu bie 93cfa^ung tJIiigel l^dtte. 9leu» 

/ lid^ f)orf id^ il^n bei 3:afel t)on cinem frozen freunblid^en 
SKenfd^cn* fagen; cr fci mic cine fd^led^tc ©d^enfe mit cinem 
auSgeftedtten 33ranntn»eingcid^cn, um 2Jttt^iggdnger, Settler 

15 unb 2)iebe l^crein gu lodten. 

(Siljpa. Unb l^at cr un§ nid^t fd^mcigenb l^icrl^cr gcfiil^rt ? 

&omti. 3)agcgen ift nid^tg gu fagen. ©emig ! SBer 

3eugc feiner ^lug^eit mar, mic cr bie 2lrmcc au§ ^talien 

l^icr^er bracf)te, ber l^at ctmaS gefel)en. SBie cr [id^ burd^ 

20 greunb unb ^feinb, burd^ bie grangojen, ^5niglicf)cn unb 
fl'e^er^^burd^ bie ©d^meiger unb SSerbunbnen gleid^fam* burdt)« 
fd^miegte, bie ftrcngftc 9Wann§gud^t ^iett unb cinen 3ug, ben 
man fo gcfdl^rlid^ ad^tetc, leid^t unb o^nc 3lnftofe gu leiten 
muptc ! — SBir l^aben maS gefel^en, maS lernen f5nncn. 

25 @iba. 2lud^ l^icr ! 3[ft nic^t afle§ ftiH unb ru^ig, atS 
menu fein 3luf [tanb gcmefen mdre ? 

/ ®omea. 5Run, c§ mar aud^ fd^on meift ftiH, ate mir 
l^crfamcn. 
^ilt^a. ^n ben ^rot)ingcn ift e§ t)iel rul^igcr gemorben; 

30 unb mcnn fid^ nod^ ciner bemegt, fo ift e§, um gu cntfltel^cn. 
Slber aud^ biefcm mirb cr bie SBege balb derfperren, bcnf td^. 
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@omea. 3lutt tDttb ct erft btc ©uttji bcS ftdniflS gc^ 
tDtnnen. 

©iltia. Unb un§ blctbt nt(^t§ angelcgcner, al8 unS btc 
fcinige gu crl^alten, SScnn bet ^5nig ^iel^er fommt, blctbt 
gemife bet ^crjog mtb jcber, ben er cmpficl^It, nid^t unbc* s 
lol^nt. 

®omea. ©laubft bu, bafe bet ^fitttg fommt? 

(Siltia* 6§ iDerben fo t)telc 9ln[talten gcnta(^t, bafe c§ l^fid^ft 
iDa^rfd^eittIi(^ tft. 

®omea. 3Jlt(^ flbetreben fie ttid^t. lo 

<Bilt>a. ©0 rebe tuerngftettg ntd^t bat)on. 3)enn toettn be§ 
Sonigg 3lb[t(^t ja ttid^t feitt follte, ju fommen, fo ift fie'S bod^ 
memgftettS getotfe, bafe man e§ glaubett foil* 

gcrbinanb* (9ltba8 notUrltc^er ©ol^n). 

gferbtnanb. 3ft metn SSater ttoc^ ttid^t ]^erau§? 

(Silna. . SQSir iDarten auf i^tt. iS 

gferbittanb* 3)te ^furften iDerben balb l^ter fcitt. 

®omea. ^ontmett fie ^eute? 

gferbinattb. Dranien uttb ggmottt, 

@omea (leifc 8u ©iioa). ^^ begveife ettoaS. 

^xlt>a. ©0 be^alt e§ fUr bi(^. / ao 

^eijog Don ^(6a. 
(^ie er i^eiein^ unb i^eiboTtritt, tieten bte anbent Sttdbt) 

9((ba. @ome}! 

©omea (^" »or). ^err! 

«(ba. S)u ^aft bie SBad^en t)ertetlt unb beorbett? 

©omea* 9luf§ genauefte. S)ie taglt(^en JRunben — 

5ltta. ©enug. 3)u iDatteft in bet ©alerie. ©ilt)a mirb 25 
bir ben 2lugenblicf fagen, tuenn bu fie jufammenjie^cn, bie 
3ugdnge na(^bem ^alaft befe^en follft. 2)a§ iibrige roeifet bu. 

d^otnea* 3a, ^err! (ah.) 
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%lha. ©ilt)a! 
&it>a. ^ier bin \^. 

Sttba. 9lIIc§; n)a§ i(^ t)on jcl^er an bit gefd^a^t l^abc, 3Kut, 
©ntfd^Ioffenl^eit, unaufj^altfatne^ 3lu§fu]^ren, ba§ jeigc ^cut. 
5 (Bii^a. 3c^ banfe 6ii(i), baB 3>^r mir ©elegen^cit gcbt, 5" 
gcigcn, bafe ic^ bet 3lltc bin. 

5n5a. ©obalb bie ?Jurften bei mir eingetreten finb, bann 
cilc glei(!^, @gmontg ©e^eimfc^teiber gefangen ju nel^mcn. 
S)u l^aft aDc ^nftalten gemad)t, bie ubrigen, meld^c bcjcic^nct 
lo finb, 3U fa^en?^ 

^iit^a. SBcrttau* auf un§. ^l^r ©(i)idffal it)irb fie, n)ie 
eine n)o^Ibere(^nete ©onnenfinftetnig, pUnftlic^ unb fdjrecflid^ 
treffen. 
%lha. ^aft bu fie genau beobad^ten laffen? 
15 ©iltoa. Side; ben @gmont dor anbern. @r ift ber eingige, 
ber, feit bu ^ier bift, fein Setragen nid^t geSnbert ^at ®cn 
gangen Stag don einem ^ferb auf§ anbere, labet ©dfte, ift 
imnter luftig unb unter^altenb bet Jafel, iDiirfelt, fd^ie^t unb 
fd^Ieid^t na(i)t§ jum Siebd^en. S)ie anbern l^aben bagegen 
20 eine merfliche ^aufe in i^rer 2eben§art gemad^t; fie bletben 
bei fid^; dor i^rer 2:iire fie{)f § an^, al§ toenn ein iJranfcr im 
|)aufe iDdre. 
%iha. S)rum rafd^! t^ fie un§ toiber SBiflen genefen. 
(Bilt^a. 3d^ ftelle fie.^ 2luf beinen Sefe^I iiber^dufen mir 
25 fie mit bienftfertigen (5bren. ^ijmn grauf §; politifd^' geben 
fie unS eincn dngftlid^en S)anf, fii^len, ba§ aidtlid^fte fei, ju 
entflie^en. Seiner magt einen ©dt)ritt, fie gaubern, fonnen 
fid^ nicf)t dereinigen; unb einjeln ettt)a§ ,(lU^ne§ gu tun, ^dlt 
fie ber ©emeingeift ai. ©ie mod^ten gem fief) jebem S3er= 
30 bad^t entgie^en unb madden fid^ imnier derbdd)tiger. ©d^on 
fe^' id^ mit ^Jreuben beinen gangen 3lnfcf)lag au^geffll^rt. 
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5(fta. ^^ ftcue mxi) nut fiber ba§ ®cf(!^c]^cne, unb anS) 
ilBcr ba§ nii^t letc^t; benn e§ bleibt ftet§ no(^ ubrig, toaS un§ 
gu bcnfen unb ju fotgen gtbt* S)a§ ©lucf tft ctgcnfinmg, oft 
bag ©cmeine, ba§ 5lic^t§ir)urbicic ju abein unb mol^Iubetlegtc 
Statcn mit einem gemeinen 3lu§gang gu entel^rcn. SScrmctIc, s 
bt§ bic ?Jurften fommen, bann gib ©orneg bie Drbrc, btc 
©ttafeen gu befe^en, unb eile felbft, @gmont§ ©(^reibcr unb 
bie ubtigen gefangen gu nel^men, bie bit bejeid^net fmb, 3[[t 
c§ getan, fo fomm ^ietl^er unb melb' e§ meinem ©ol^ne, ba^ 
er mit in ben 3iat bie 5Rad)ti(i)t btinge. lo 

@iHia. S^ ^off^ biefen 3lbenb dot bit [tel^n gu butfen. 

9((ba (gcl^t nac^ jelncm ©o^ne, ber blSfier in ber ®aterte gcftanben). 

(SUtia. S^ itaue mit e§ ni(!^t gu fagen; abet meine ^offs 
nung fcfiroanft. ^A) fut(!^te, e§ n)itb nidit toetben, n)ie et 
benft. Scf) fel^c ©eiftet Dot mit, bie [till unb [innenb auf 
fc^matgen ©c^alen bag ®ef(i)icf bet S^utften unb dielet is 
Saufenbe magen. fiangfam loanft bag Sunglein auf unb 
ab; tief f(i)einen bie 9ii(i)tct gu finnen; gule^i [inft biefe 
Bdjak, [teigt jene, angel^audit t)om @igenfinn be§ ©d^icffalg, 
unb entf(i)ieben ift'g. {%b.) 

%lha (mit ^erbinanb ^er^ortretenb). SSie faubft bU bie Stabt? 20 

gfetbinanb. 6g ^ai fief) alleg gegeben. 3^ titt, aU toie 
gum 3^itt)ettteib, ©tta^' auf, ©tta^' ah, Sute mo^Idet* 
teilten aBa(i)en fatten bie 3^ut(i)t fo angefpannt, ba^ fie fi(^ 
nic^t gu lifpeln untetfte^t. 2)ie ©iabt fiel^t einen> ^felbe 
at)nli(^, toenn bag ©emittet don meitem leud^tet; man etblidft 25 
feinen Sogel, fein Siet, alg bag eitenb nad^ einem ©c^u^otte 

mha. 3ft bit ni(^ig meitet begegnet? 
fjctbtnanb. ggmont fam mit einigen auf ben SWatft ge» 
ritten; toit gtupten ung; et l^atte ein tol^eg ^fetb, bag iij 30 
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il^m lobcn mufetc. ,,Sa^t un§ cilen, ^pfcrbc gujureiten; loir 
tDcrben fie balb braudien!" rief ct mir entgegen, 6r tDcrbe 
tnic^ nod^ l^eute tDicbetfe^n, fagtc cr, unb fomme auf @uer 
SScrlangen, mit &\xi) gu ratfd^lagcn. 
5 Sttba. 6r tDtrb btc^ toieberfe^n. 

gferbinanb. Unter alien 9tittern, bic xi) ^m fcnnc, gefallt 
cr mir om beftcn. @§ fd^cint, tuir tDerbcn ^rcunbe fein. 

%lha* S)u bift nod^ immer ju fdinell unb tuenig be^ut* 
fam; immcr crfenn' id^ in bir ben fieid^tfinn bciner 3Jlutter, 
lo ber mir [ic unbebingt in bie 2lrme lieferte. 3u mand^er ge» 
fd^rlid^en SSerbinbung lub bid^ ber 2tnfdf)ein boreilig ein. 

gferbinanb. @uer SBillc finbet mid^ bilbfam, 

%iha. 3[d^ dergebe beinem jungen S9Iute bie§ Ieid)tfinnige 
SQSol^ItDolIen, biefe unad^tfame ?Jrol^lid^feit. 5Wur Dergi^ nid^t, 
15 ju n)eldf)em SBerfe id^ gefanbt bin unb ml6)en 2:eil ic^ bir 
bran geben mod^te. 

IJerbtnanb. Srinnert m\6) unb fd^ont mid^ nid^t, mo ^l^r 
e§ notig l^altet. 

20 gferbinanb. 9Jlein Sater! 

%lha. S)ie tJiirften fommen balb, Dranien unb ©gmont 

fommen. @g ift nid^t 5Ri^trauen, ba^ ic^ bir erft je^t ent:* 

bedfe, ma§ gefd^el^en foH. ©ie merben nid^t mieber don 

l^innen gel^n, 
25 gerbinanb. SBaS ftnnft bu? 

mha. eg ift befd)Ioffen, fie feftgul^alten. — S)u erftaunft! 

aOBaS bu gu tun l^aft, l^ore; bie Urfadfeen follft bu miffen, 

menu e§ gefd^el^n ift. 3e^t bleibt feine 3^it/ ft^ auSgulegen. 

aWit bir attein milnfd^f id^ ba§ ©ro^te, bog ©e^eimfte gu be. 
30 fpred^en; ein ftarfe§33anb l^dlt ung gufammengefeffelt; bu bift 

mir mert unb lieb; auf bid^ modjt' id) alleg f}dufen. 5Jid)t 
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bie ©cmol^nl^cit, gu gcl^otc^cn aMn Tn5(3^f iS) bit cinpragen, 
aui) ben ©inn au^jubenfcn/ gu befcl^Icn, au^jufiil^rcn, tDunfd^f 
ic^ in bit fortgupflanjen; bit etn gto^ 6rbtctl, bcm iJonigc 
ben btau(3^bat[ten 3)tener gu l^mterlaff en ; bic^ mtt bent SSeften, 
maS id) 'i)abt, au§gu[tatten, ba^ bu bi(^ nid^t fd^dmen biirfcft^ s 
unter betne S3tuber gn treten, 

gferbinanb. SS3a§ toerb' ic^ btr nt(3^t filr biefe Siebe 
fc^ulbig, bie bu mir ollein gutocnbeji, inbem ein gauges SSeid^ 
Dor bir gittert 

mha. 5Run l^dte, toaS gu tun ift. ©obalb bie 3^iir[teu lo 
eingetreten [tub, toxxh jeber 3ugang gum ^alafte befe^t. 2)a« 
gu l)at ©omeg bie Dtbre. ©iba toirb eilen, @gmont§ 
©c^teiber mit ben SScrbdd^tigften gefangen gu nel^men^ 3)u 
l^dltft bie SSad^e out Store unb in ben $5fen in Drbnung. 
SSor alien S)ingen befe^e biefe Sintmer l^ier neben mit ben 15 
fid^erften Seuten; bann toarte auf ber ©alerie bi§ ©ilda 
toieber!ommt, unb bringe mir irgenb ein unbebeutenb Slatt 
l^erein, gum 3^^^^^ "^^^ f^i" 9luftrag auSgerid^tet ift. 3)ann 
bleib im SSorfaale, bi§ Dranien weggel^t; folg' il^m; id^ l^alte 
©gmont l^ier, al§ ob id^ i^m nod^ tt)a§ gu fagen l^dtte. 3lm 20 
@nbe ber ©alerie forbre Dranien§ 3)egen, rufe bie SSad^e 
an, derma^re fd^neH ben gefdl^rlid^ften 3Kann; unb id^ fajje 
©gmont l^ier. 

gferbinanb. 3[d^ gel^ord^e, mein SSater. Snm erftenmal 
mit fd^merem ^ergen unb mit ©orge. 25 

%lha. 3d^ t)ergei^e bir'S; e§ ift ber erfte grofee Stag, ben 
6u eriebft* 

®ll»a(trtttl^crettt). 

(Biltfa. @in Sote t)on Slntmerpen. ^ier ift DranienS 
Srief ! @r fommt nid^t. 
mha. ©agf e§ ber Sote? 3^ 
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SUtia. 9letn, inir fagf § ba§ C^crj. 

5lrta. 3lu§ bir fprtd^t tncin bofer ©cniu^. mat^hem er hen 

Srlef flctcfcn, tointt er Bet6€jr, unb fte atel^en fic^ in bte QJalertc auriitf. (Sr bteibt 

affcttt auf bem asorbcrtctic.) ©t lommt tiid^t! 33t§ auf ben Ic^ten 

5 2lugenbli(f t)erf(^icbt er, fid^ gu etilaten. 6r tuagt c§, nt(i)t 
gu fommen! ©o tear benn bie^mal totber SSetmuten ber 
^luge flug genug, nic^t Hug gu fetn!^ — @§ tucft bic Ul^r! 
9lo(^ cinen Metncn SQSeg be§ ©eiger§,^ unb etn gro^e§ SBetf ift 
gctan ober bcrfdumt, unmiberbringlic^ t)etfdumt; benn e§ ift 

lo tDcbet nac^gu^olcn, no(^ gu t)er^eimli(i)en. Sdngft l^att' ic^ 
aflc§ xn\lx6) abgemogen unb mir ani) biefen ^aU gebad^t, mtr 
feftgefe^t, toa^ a\x6) in bicfem Salle gu tun fei; unb je^t, ba 
e§ gu tun ift, toe^r' x6) mir laum, bafe nid^t baS gur unb 
SB i bet ntir auf§ neue burc^ bie ©eele f(^tt)an!t. — 3[ft'§ tdt* 

15 l\^, bie anbern gu fangen, mnn er mir entgel^t? — <Bi)W 
xi) e§ auf unb laff @gmont ntit ben ©einigen, mit fo dielen 
entf(i)Iiipfen, bie nun, t)ieflei(!^t nur l^eute noc^, in meinen 
^dnben finb? ©0 git)ingt bic^ ba§ ®t\S)id benn a\i6), bu Un« 
begit)ingli($er? SBie lang gebac^t! SBie n)o^t bereitet! SBie 

2ogro^, ttjie fd^on ber ^ptanl SBie nai) bie ^offnung intern 
3ielel Unb nun int 9lugenbli(f be§ 6ntf(3^eiben§ bift bu 
git)if(^en gtt)ei libel geftellt; mt in einen SoStopf greifft bu in 
bie bunfle 3u!unft; toa^ bu faff eft, ift nod^ gugeroflt, bir un« 

bett)Ufet, fei'S Sreffer ober ^fel^Ierl (©r ttlrb auf mcrrfam, tote clncr, 
25 ber cttoaS ^M, unb tritt anS genftcr.) @r ift e§! — Sgmont! Strug 

bii^ bein ^pferb fo teid^t l^erein unb f(i)eute Dor bem S5Iutge« 
ru(^e* nid^t unb t)or bem ©eifte mit bem blanfen ©c^mert, ber 
an ber ^forte bid^ empfdngt? — ©teig ab! — ©0 bift bu mit 
bem einen 3^u$ im ®rab! unb fo mit beiben! — 3fa, ftreid^r 
30 e§ nur unb flopfe fur feinen mutigen 2)ienft gum le^tenmale 
ben 9ladfen i^m — Unb mir bleibt feine SBa^L 3in ber 
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SSerblenbung, tote l^ter ©grnont nal^t, lann cr bir ntd^t jum 
jipeitenmal \x^ lief em! — ^ort! 

^erbinanb unb Bitt>a (treten eittg l^erbei). 

mha, 3]^r tut, tt)a§ xil) befal^I; \i) dnbre meinen 2BtlIen 
nic^t. 3(^ l^alte, tote e§ gel^n totll, (Sgntont auf, bt§ bit ntir 
t)on ©tida bte 5Rac^rt(^t gebrad^t l^aft. S)ann bletb ttt ber 5 
5Rd!^e» 3lu(^ btr raubt ba§ ©efd^td ba§ gro^e 35erbteitft, be§ 
Soittgg gro^tett getitb nttt etgeiter ^anb gefangett ju l^abett. 
(3u©iit)a.) @tle! c3u gcrbinonb.) @e!^ tl^iit entgegeit! m^ahum 

cintflc Stugcnblldc aCcin unb ge^t fc^mcigenb ouf unb ab.) 

©gntont (trttt auf).* 

@gmont. '^^ fomme, bte Sefel^Ie be§ Somg§ gu t)er= 
ne^mett, gu l^firen, toeldfien !£icnft er t)on tmfezer SEreue t)er* 10 
lattgt, bte il^m etotg ergeben bletbt. 

mha. @r touitf(i^t dor alien S)tngett 6uern SRat gu l^oreit. 

©gmont. liber toelc^en ©egenftattb? ftontntt Crattien 
an^? ^^ oerntutete i^tt l^ter. 

3Wba. 9Kir tut e§ letb, ba^ er un§ eben in btefer tot(i)ttgen 15 
©tunbe fel^It. @uern 9lat, @ure SWetnung toiinfd^t ber 
Sonig, tote btefe ©taatett toieber gu befrtebigen. 3>a, er 
^ojft, Sl^r toerbet frdfttg nttttoir!en, btefe Unrul^ett gu fttHen 
unb bte Drbnung ber ^rooingen oollig unb bauer^aft gu 
griinben. 20 

@gmont. 3]^r fount beffer miffen aU id), ba^ fd^on al(e§ 
genug berul^tgt tft, ja, nod^ nte^r berul^tgt toar, ti) bte Qx^ 
f(i)etnung ber neuen ©olbaten mteber ntit tJurci^t unb ©orge 
bte ©entttter betoegte. 

3C(ba» 3!^r fc^etnt anbeuten gu tooHen, ba§ 9ldtlt(3^fte fet 25 
getoefen, tt)enn ber Sonig mid^ gar ntd^t in ben gaU gefe^t 
^dtte, &nS) gu fragen. 

^gmont. aSergei^t ! Cb ber ^onig ba§ |)eer ^dtte fd^idfen 
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foDcn, oB nxS)i Dtelmcl^r bte 9Ka(3^t feincr ntaic[t(ittf(^ctt 

.©cgcntoart allcin [Wrfcr gctotrft ^dttc, ift mcinc @a(3^c ni(3^t 

ju ficurtcilcn. S)a§ ^en ift ba, cr nt(3^t. 2Btr abcr mii^tcn 

fcl^r unbanfbar, fcl^r bcrgeffcn fctn, tt)enn ton un§ nid^t cr* 

5 innerfen, tt)a§ mir bcr SRegentin f(i^ulbtg finb. SSefennen mir! 
@tc ixa^k hnx^ U)x fo flugc§ al§ tapfcre§ SSetragen bte 
Stufriil^rcr nttt ©ctoalt unb 9lnfe^n, mit iibcrrcbung unb 
Sift jur JRul^c unb fiil^rtc jum ©rftaunen ber SBelt ein rcbeU 
Iif(3^c§ SBoIt in tocnigcn SWonatcn ju fciner ^flid^t inxM. 

10 3rria. 3d^ leugnc e§ ni(i^t. 2)cr 2:umult ift gcftiKt, unb 
iebcr fc^cint in bie ©rengcn be§ ©e^orfamS juriicfgcbannt. 
5ttkr l^dngt c§ nic^t don cineg jcbcn aOBiKfur ai, fie gu ber* 
laffen? 2Ber toxti ba§ SSoK ^inbern, loSgubreti^en ? 2Bo ift 
bie 9Ka(i^t, fie abgu^alten? SBer biirgt un§, ba$ fie fid^ 

15 ferner treu unb untertdnig geigen toerben? ^^x guter SBille 
ift alleg ^fanb, ba§ n)ir l^aben. 

(Sgmont. Unb ift ber gute SBille eine§ SSoIIS ni(3^t baS 
fi(3^erfte, ba§ ebelfte gjfanb ? Sei ©ott ! 2Bann barf fi(3^ ein 
il5nig fid^erer l^alten, aU mxtxt fie aUt fur einen, einer 

20 ftir aHe fte^n? @i(3^erer gegen innere unb du^ere 3^einbeP 
%lha. 2Bir toerben un§ io^ ni(3^t ilberreben follen, ba^ 
eSjefet^ierfo fte^t? 

(Sgmont. S)er ilfinig fd^reibe einen ©eneralparbon au5, 
er beru^ige bie ©emuter; unb balb toirb man fel^en, wie 

2$ SEreue unb Siebe ntit bem 3wtrauen mieber guriicfle^rt. 

mha. Unb ieber, ber bie SRajeftdt be§ iJ6nig§, ber baS 
^eiUgtum ber ^Religion gef(^dnbet, ginge frei unb lebig l^in 
unb tt)ieber ! Sebte ben anbern sum bereiten Seifpiel, ba^ 
unge^eure aSerbredfien ftraflo^ finb ! 

30 (Sgmont Unb ift ein aScrbrecljcu be§ Unfinng, ber 3:run« 
lenl^eit nid^t el^er gu entfd^ulbigen, al§ graufam ju beftrafcn? 
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SefonbcrS tt)o fo ficJ^rc C^oft^^^^Q' ^^ Oemife^eit tft, bafe bic 
iibcl nic^t roieberfe^rcn roerbcn? SBaren cffSntge barum nic^t 
fid^crcr? SBerbcn fie nic^t Don SBe(t unb 3la6)mlt gepricfcn, 
bie cine Selcibigung il^ret 2Burbc dergcben, bebauern, Dcr= 
aci^ten fonnten? SBerben [ic ntc^t cbcn bc^iDcgcn ®ott qUxS) s 
gel^alten, ber t)icl gu grofe ift, al§ ba^ an t^n jebe Sdfterung 
tetd^en fofltc? 

%lha. Unb ebcn barum foH ber J?ontg fur bie SBiirbe 
@otte§ unb ber 9leligion, mir foKen fiir ba§ Stnfe^n be§ 
J?onig§ ftreiten. 2Ba§ ber Dbere abgulel^nen^ berfd^mdl^t, ift lo 
unfere ^flic^t gu rcic^en. Ungeftraft foti, wenn \6) rate, fein 
©d^ulbiger fid^ freuen. 

@gmont. ®(au6ft bu, bag bu fie atle errei(^en roirft? 
^ort man nid^t tdglic^, ^a^ bie tJurd^t [ie ^ie unb bal^in, [ie 
au§ bem Sanbe treibt? S)ie 3ieidf)ften merben i^re ©liter, is 
[id^, il^re Sinber unb 3^reunbe fliid^ten; ber 3trme wirb feipe 
nii^Iid^en ^dnbe bem "^llaifh^x gubringen. 

%iha. ©ie merben, went* man fie nid^t berl^inbern fann. 
®arum ber(angt ber J?onig 3tat unb %at Don jebem 
tJiirften, 6rnft don jebem ©tatt()aUer; nid^t nur grjdl&Iung, 20 
mie e§ ift, toa^ merben fonnte, toenn man afle§ ge^en lie^e, 
mie'g ge^t. 6inem grofeen libel jufe^en, fic^ mit ^offnung 
fdf)meirf)eln, ber 3^it Dertrauen, tivoa einmal brein fd^lagen, 
mie im 3^aftnad^t§fpiel, bafe es t(atfd^t unb man bod^ etmaS 
gu tun fd^eint, menu man nid^t§ tun mod^te: bcipt ba§ nid^t, 25 
fid^ Derbdd^tig madden, al§ fe^e man bem Slufrubr mit S5er= 
gniigen gu, ben man nid^t erregen, mol^l aber l^egen modf)te? 

^gtnottt (im $egTiff oufaufa^ren, nimmt fid^ sufamnten unb fpric^t itac^ 

etncr iieincn ^oufc gcfc^t). 9?id^t jebe 31bfidf)t ift offeubar, unb 
mand^eS 9Kanne§ 9tbfidf)t tft ju mifebeuten. 5Jlu^ man bod^ 
auc^ Don aUtn ©eiten l^bren: eg fei be§ ^onig§ Slbfid^t meni^ 30 
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get, bie ^robtnjcn nai) cinformtgcn uttb Ilaren ©cfe^en ju 
regteren, bie SJiajeftdt bcr JRcligton su fic^ern unb ctnen all« 
gctneinen fyricben fctncm SSolfe ju gcbcn, ate Dielmcl^r fie 
unbcbtngt ju untcrjoti^cn, fie il^rcr altcn SRcd^tc ju bcrauben, 

5 fi(^ 9)tci[tct Don i^rcn Sefi^tilmern ju ntat^cn, btc fd^onen 
SRec^tc bc§ 9lbel§ cmgufciircinfen, um bcrcnttDiKcn bet @ble 
adetn il^m bienen, i^m Seib unb Seben tt)ibmen mag. 2)ie 
SReltgton, fagt man, fet nur ein |)rd(3^ttger SEeppic!^, l^tnter 
bem man jeben gefdl^rltti^en 5lnf(3^Iag nur befto letcJ^ter au§* 

lo benlt. S)a§ 35olf liegt auf ben Snieen, betet bie l^eiligen 
gemirtten 3^i^^^ tin, unb l^inten lan]^t bet SSogelfteHer, 
bet fie beriidfen toxU. 
%iha. 2)a§ mu^ \S) Don bit pren? 
©gmont. 3lxd)i mctne ©efinnungen ! Slur, tt)a§ balb l^ier, 

15 balb ba, don ©ro^en unb don Sleinen, Sflugen unb Soren 
g^fprcc^en, laut Derbreitet tt)irb* 2)ie 5RieberI(inber fiird^ten 
ein boppelteS ^oS), unb totx biirgt il^nen fiir il^re tJreil^eit? 

mha. grei^cit ! ein f(i)one§ SBort, toer'S rec^t Derftftnbe. 
SBaS tooHcn fie fur grci^eit? SBaS ift be§ greieften greil^eit? 

20 — gicd^t JU tun ! — Unb baran n)irb fie ber ilonig ni(3^t 
Ijinbcrn. 9lein ! ncin ! fie glauben \\^ ni(i^t fret, mnn fie 
fic^ nid^t felbft unb anbcrn fd^aben I5nnen. SBdre eS ni(3^t 
beffer, abgubanfen, ate ein foId^eS SBoII }u regieren ? SBenn 
au§tt)drtige ti^xnit brdngen, an bie lein Siirger benft, ber 

25 mit bem Sidc^ften^ nur bef(i)dftigt ift, unb ber ilonig berlangt 
Seiftanb, bann n)erben fie uneing unter \x^ unb berfd^moren 
fid^ gleic^fam mit ilaren gcinben. S3Beit beffer iff §, fie eingu« 
engen, bafe man fie toie ilinber l^alten, tt)ie J?inber ju il^rem 
Seften leiten fann. ©laube nur, ein SSoIf mirb nid^t alt, 

30 nic^t Kug; ein SSoIf bleibt immcr finbifd^. 

(ggmottt. SBie feltcn lommt ein JJonig gu SSerftanb ! Unb 
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foDen fi(^ bie(c nicj^t Ueber t)iclen bertrauen al§ einem? uttb • 
tti(i)t einmal bent einen, fonbern ben toenigen be§ einen, 
bent SSolfe, ba§ an ben 33lic!en feineg |)errn altert.^ S)a§ l^at 
tt)o]^l aflein ba§ 9led^t, flug gu merben. 

%iha. SSielletcJ^t eben barum, mil e§ \\S) nid^t felbft u6er= 5 
lafjen t[t. 

©grnont Unb batunt niemanb gem fi^ felbft uberlaffen 
mb6)k. 5D?an tue, n)a§ man tt)ifl; ^ l^abe auf beine Stage 
geantmortet unb tnieberl^ole : e§ ge^t nicJ^t! 6§ tann nicj^t 
gel^en! ^c^ fenne meine Sanbgleute. @§ finb SJidnner, tt)ert, 10 
@otte§ S3oben }u betreten; ein jeber runb fiir ^id),^ ein fleiner 
Sontg, fe[t, tiil^rtg, fci^tg, treu, an a(ten ©itten l^angenb. 
©(i)tt)er t[t'§, il^r 3iittciun ju Derbienen; leicJ^t, gu erl^alten. 
©tarr unb feft! 3u brucfen finb fie; ni(i)t ju unterbrucfen.* 

SHba (bcr ft(^ lnbe3 cinificmat umgcfc^eit l§Qt). ©Oflteft bU ba§ alleS 15 

in beS Sfonigg ®egentt)art ttjieberl^olen? 

(Sgmont. S)efto fd^Ummer, ttjenn mxi) jeine ©egenmart 
abf(3^rectte! 2)efto beffer filr il^n, fiir fein 35oIf, tomn er mir 
5Jlut ntad^te, menu er mir Sutrauen einflogte, no(i^ mxi me^r 
ju fagen. 20 

3«ba. SSa§ nilfeli(^ ift, fann i(^ ]^5ren, tok n. 

(Sgmottt. 3i<3^ wiirbe i^m fagen: Seid^t fann ber $irt eine 
ganje ^erbe ©c^afe bor fid^ l^intreiben, ber ©tier jie^t feinen 
^flug ol^ne SKiberftanb; aber bem ebein ^ferbe, bag bu reiten 
toillft, mu^t bu feine ©ebanlen ablernen, bu mu^t nid^t§ Un= 25 
fluge§, nid^t§ unflug Don if|m berlangcn. 35arum toiinfd^t 
ber Siirger, feine alte SSerfaffung gu bel^alten, don feinen 
2anb§Ieuten regiert ju fein, tt)eil er mx% mt er gefil^rt 
toirb, tt)eil er t)on il^nen Uneigennu^, SEeilne^mung an feinem 
©d^idffal ^offen fann. 30 

mha. Unb fottte ber JRegent nid^t 3Jiad^t l^aben, biefeg 
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alte ^crlomntcn gu Dcranbcrtt ? Uttb f olltc nid^t ebcn bicS fcin 
f(3^onftc§ aSorrcd^t fein? 2Ba§ ift blcibenb auf btefcr SBelt? 
Unb joflte cine ©taat^einrid^tung blctben tonnctt? 9Ku^ ni(S^t 
in eincr S^itfolge jebcS SSerpItntS ft(^ Derfinbern unb eben 

5 barum einc alte SJerfaffuug bie Urfad^c t)on taufenb tlbcln 
merbcn, mil fie ben gegenmdrtiGen 3uftanb beg aJoIte§ ttid^t 
untfa^t? 3»4) fiitd^te, btefe a(ten 3ie^te finb barum fo angc* 
tte^m, mxl fie ©d^lupfminfel bilben, in meld^en ber iflugc, 
ber 3Jid(!^tige, gum ©d^aben be§ SSoIf§, gum ©c^aben bcS 

10 ©angen, \i^ derbergen ober burd^fc^Ieid^en fann.^ 

egmottt. Unb bicfe millfiirlic^en SSerdnberungen, biefc 
unbefcj^rdntten gingriffe ber ]^5c^ften ©emalt, finb fie nid|t 
SSorboten, ba^ eincr tun toxU, toa^ Saufenbe ni(3^t tun 
foUen? @r mill fid^ atlein frei madden, um jeben feiner 

15 SBiinfd^e befriebigen, jeben feiner ©ebanlen auSfUl^ren gu 
lonnen. Unb menu mir un§ il^m, einem guten, meifen 
ffCnige, gang Dertrauten, fagt er un§ fiir feine 9lad^Iommen 
gut? ba^ feiner ol^ne SRiidEfid^t, o^ne ©d^onung regieren 
merbe? SSer rettet un§ alsbann don t)5fliger SBiUftir, toenn 

20 er un§ feine S)iener, feine 9?dd^ften fenbet, bie ol^ne SfenntniS 
be§ Sanbeg unb feiner SSebilrfniffe nad^ Selieben fd^alten unb 
malten, feinen SBiberftanb finben unb fid^ don jeber SSerant* 
mortung frei miff en? 

SWba (ber fic^ inbcs totcbcr umgcfc^cn l^at). 6§ t[t Uid^tS nattirlid^er, 

25 al§ ba$ ein ^6nig burd^ fid^ gu l^errfd^en gebenft unb benen 
feine SSefel^Ie am liebften auftrdgt, bie i^n am beften derftel^en, 
berfte^en moflen, bie feinen SSiflen unbebingt auSrid^ten. 

%mont. Unb eben fo natilrlid^ ift'§, ba^ ber S3ilrger don 
bem regiert fein mill, ber mit i^m geboren unb ergogen ift, 

30 ber g(ei(f)en Segriff mit i^m don 3ied^t unb Unrei^t gefafet 
^at, ben er als feinen Sruber anfel^en fann. 
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SWba. Unb \>oS) ijat bcr 9lbcl tnit biefen fetnen Sriibcrn 
fc^r ungletc^ gcteilt. 

(Sgmottt. 2)a§ ift Dor Sal^rl^unbertcn flcf(3^c]^cn unb tt)it;b 
ic^t ol^nc Sieib flcbulbct* 2Burben abet ncuc 9Kenf(3^en o^nc 
Slot flcfcnbct, btc \x6) jum jtocttcnmalc auf Unfoftcn ber 5 
Station bcrctd^ctn tooHten, fftl^c man \\S) ctncr [ttcngcn, 
ful^nen, unbcbingtcn ^abfud^t auSgcfc^t, ba§ toiirbc etnc 
©dtung maS)m, btc [\S) nid^t UxSjt in fi^ fclbft auf Ififtc. 

%lha. 2)u fagft mir, tt)a§ ii) nic^t l^orcn foUte; a\xS) ii) 
bin frcmb. 10 

(Sgmottt. ®a^ i(i^ bir'g fagc, jeigt bit, ba^ id^ bid^ ni(3^t 
ntcinc. 

Wha. Unb an^ fo miinfc^t' id^ c§ nid^t Don bit ju l^otcn. 
®ct ff5nig fanbtc mid^ mit ^offnung, ba^ idf) ^iet ben Sei« 
ftanb beS 9lbcl§ finben toiitbc* Set ^onig to ill fcinen 15 
SBiflcn. 2)ct il5nig l^at nadf) ticfct Ubetlegung gcfcl^en, toa§ 
bcm SSoIIe ftontmt; c§ fann nid^t b(eiben unb gel^en toic bt§= 
i^et. 2)c§ iJfinigS Slbfid^t ift, fie* felbft }u il^tcm eigncn 
Scften cinjufd^tdnfcn, xi)x eigeneS ^eil, tocnn'S fcin mufe, 
il^ncn aufjubringen, bie fd^dblid^cn SBiitget aufjuopfetn, ba^^ 20 
mit bie iibtigcn Sluice finben, be§ @Iiid§ einet toeifen 9le= 
gietung genic^en fonnen. 2)ie§ ift fein Sntfd^Iu^; biefen bem 
9lbel tunb }u madden, l^abe ic^ Sefel^I; unb 9lat betlang' id^ 
in feinem Slamen, tt)ie e§ gu tun fei, nid^t mag; benn ba§ l^at 
et befd^Ioffen. 25 

©gmont. Seibet tet^tfettigen beine SBorte bie tJutd^t be§ 
SBolf§, bie allgemeine Qfurd^t! ©0 l^at et benn befd^Ioffen, 
ma§ fein giitft befd^Iiefeen foflte. S)ie iltaft feine§ SSoIfg, 
il^t ©emiit, ben Segtiff, ben fie Don fid^ felbft l^aben, mill et 
fc^todd^en, niebetbtudfen, jerftoten, um fie bequem tegieren gu 30 
fonnen. 6t mill ben innetn Setn i^ret (Sigen^eit Detbet= 
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Ben; gett)i$ in bet 5lbfi(^t, [ic gliicf ticker ju tnac^en. @r mill 
fie bernic^ten, bamit fie etmaS toerben, ein anber 6ttt)a§. D, 
menn fciite 3lbfi(3^t gut ift, fo toirb fie mifegeleitet ! 3lx6)t bent 
ftonige miberfe^t man \\^; man ftellt fic^ nur bent JJiJnige 

5 entgegen, ber, einen falfd^en SBeg gu manbeln, bie erften un« 
glUd licj^en ©entitle ma6)i. 

%iha. SSie bu gefinnt bift, f(i^eint e§ ein Dergeblid^er 93er» 
fud^, un§ bereinigen ju moflen. S)u benfft gering bom 
Sonige unb berd(3^tU(3^ bon feinen 9ldten, menn bu jmeifelft, 

lo bag alleg fei ni(i)t fd^on gebati^t, gepriift, gemogen morben. 
^i) l^abe feinen Sluftrag, jebeg S^iir unb SBiber no(3^ einmal 
burd^guge^en. ©e^orfam forbre ii) bon bem SSoIfe — unb 
bon eu(^, il^r (Srften, gbelften, 3iat unb %aU al§ Surgen 
biefer unbebingten ^flid^t. 

IS ©gmottt. tJorbre unfre ^'dixpkx, fo ift e§ auf einmal ge» 
tan. Db fi(^ bet 9?a(fen biefem 3fod^e biegen, ob er fic!^ bor 
bem Seile buden foil, fann einer ebeln ©eele gleid^ fein. 
Umfonft ^ab* \S) fo biel gefprod^en; bie Suft ^aV x6) er* 
fd^iittert, meitet nid^t§ gemonnen. 

gcrbinanb (fommt). 

2o ^etbinattb. SSergeil^t, ba$ id^ euer ©efprdd^ unterbred^e ! 
^ier ift ein Srief, beffen tlberbringer bie Slntmort bringenb 
madfjt. 
9iiha. (Sriaubt mir, ba^ id^ fel^e, mag er entl^SIt. 

iXxitt an blc ©cttc.) 

gferbinatib (au cgmont). 6§ ift ein fd^iJneS ^ferb, ba§ Sure 
25 8eute gebrad^t l^aben, 6ud^ abjul^olen. 

(ggmont. ©§ ift nid^t bag fd^limmfte* ^il) ^ciV e§ fd)on 
eine SBeile; id) benf eg meggugeben/ SSenn eg 6ud^ gefftllt, 
fo merben mir bielleidit beg ^anbelg einig. 

gferblnatib. @ut, mir moflen fefjn. 
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9ilhn (tolnit fcinem ©ol^nc, bet ftc^ in ben ©runb jurUdiicl^t). 

egmont. Sebt tDol^I! entla^t m\6); benn i6) toix^k, bei 
(Sott ! ni(i)t mcl^r ju fagcn. 

%lha. ©ludflic^ l^at bt(^ bcr 3ufall berl^inbcrt, betncn 
©intt no(i^ ttjeiter ju bcrratcn. Undorficiitig cntmidfelft bu bie 
galten bcine§ ^ersenS unb flag ft bt(^ fclbft mett [trcngcr an, 5 
aU cin 2Biberfa(^et gepf fig tun fonntc. 

©gmotit. S)tefer 35ormurf rii^rt mi(^ ttt(^t; t(^ fcnne mid) 
felbft gcnug unb roci^, tt)ic i(^ bent Sonig angcl^firc: tt)cit 
mel^r qI§ dicic, bie in fcinem Sicnft fi(^ felber bienen. Un=: 
gem \^cxV x6) au§ biefcm ©treite, ol^ne il^n beigelegt ju 10 
fe^en, unb tt)iinf(^e mir, ba$ un§ bet ®icnft be§ ^errn, ba§ 
SBol^l be§ SanbeS balb bereinigen moge. @§ mirtt Diellcic^t 
ein tt)ieber^oIte5 ©efprdc^, bie ©egenmart ber iibrigen 5iit= 
ften, bie l^eute fe^Ien, in einem glucflic^ern 9lugenblicf, tt)a§ 
l^eut unmoglid^ fd^eint. 9Jiit biefer |)offnung entfernMc^ mi(^. 15 

%th(l (ber sugleid^ feinem @o:^n {^eTbinanb ein 3^i^cn S^^^)- C^Ctlt, 

Sgmont ! — ®einen ®egen ! — (SDic mittemt affnct fc^ : man fie^t 

bie ®aleric mlt 3Bac^c Bcfc^t, bie unBctocglid^ Bteibt). 

@gmont (ber ftounenb cine SaSeile gefc^toiegen). S)iC§ tOaX bie 5lbs 
fi(3^t? SajU l^aft bu m\^ berufen? (ma^ bem SDegen gretfenb, qI§ 
toenn cr fic^ bertcibigen tootttc.) 33in ic^ beun ttJel^tloS ? 20 

3trba. ®er Sonig befiel^If §, bu bift mein ©efangener. 

(3ugleid^ treten bon beiben ©eiten ®etoaffnete l^erein.) 

(Sgmont (nac^ einer ©rttte). S)er JJouig ? — Ctanien ! Dranien I 

(JRad^ einer ^aufe, feinen3)egen l^ingebenb.) ©0 Uimm il^n ! @r l^at 

meit ofter be§ Sonig§ ©a(^e berteibigt, al§ biefe SSruft be= 

f d^U^t. ((gr gel^t burd^ bie aWitteltiir aJ) ; bie ®emaffneten, bie im ^imnter 25 
ftnb, folgen i^m ; ingliid^en 5llba8 ©o^n. 5l(ba bleibt ftc^cn. 2)er SSorl^an^ faut.) 



jjiinfter 2lttf?tt$^ 



©trage. !S)ammerung. 

Sraffett^ttrg. Siebd^en, um @otteiS totHen, toad nimmft 
bu Dor ? 

^(ari^en. ilomm mit, Sracfenburg ! 2)u ntu^t bie 9Jlcn« 

fd;en tttdit fcnncn; tt)ir bcfreicn il^n gemtfe. 2)ctin toaS glcid^t 

5 t^rer Sicbc ju i^m ? Sebcr fill^lt, \6) \6)to'6x' c§, in fic^ bie 

brenncnbc Segier, il^n }u rcttctt, bie ©efal^r Don einem fo[t= 

baren Seben abjumenben unb bem i^xtk\kn bie fjreil^eit 

tt)ieberjugeben. Siomm ! @§ fel^It nut an ber ©timme, bie 

[ie jufammenruft. 3»n il^rer ©eele lebt no(i^ ganj \xx\i), 

lo toad fie i^m fc^ulbig finb; unb ba^ fein ma(3^tiger $ttrm aDein 

Don il^nen ba§ SSerberben abl^dlt, toiffen fie. Um feinet* unb 

i^retmiflcn miiffen fie oHeS toagen. Unb n)a§ magen toir ? 

3um l^od^ften unfer Seben, ba§ ju er^alten ni(i^t ber SKiil^e 

tt)ert ift, tt)enn er umfommt. 

IS ©rarfenburg. Ungliicfli(i^e ! bu fiel^ft ni(i^t bie ©etoalt, bie 

un§ mit el^ernen Sanben gefeffelt ^at. 

tlftrii^eu. ©ie f(3^eint ntir nid^t untibertt)inbli(3^. Safe 
un§ nic^t lang Dergebli(3^e SBorte totS)]tln. ^ier lommen 
Don ben alten, reblic^en, toacfern SKftnnern ! |)ort, ^reunbe ! 
20 3laS)iaxn, prt ! — ©agt, tt)ie ift e§ mit (Sgmont? 

aimmenneifter. SSa§ tt)i(I ba§ ^inb? Safe fie fd^weigen ! 

^latd^tn. Stretet ndl^er, bafe tt)ir fadite reben, bid mir 

einig finb unb ftdrter. SBir biirfen nid)! einen 9lugenblid 

86 
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Derfdutneii ! S)ic fred^e %\)xanm\, bie e§ roaqt, tl^n ju fcfjeln, 
gucft fd^on ben S)oI(3^, il^n ju etmorben. D tJtcunbc ! mtt 
icbem ©(i^ritt ber 2)ammerung toerb' td^ angftli(3^cr. ^S) 
filrd^tc biefc 5ia(3^t. ifommt! mtr moflcn un§ teilen; mtt 
fcj^ncllem Sauf t)on Ouattier^ ju Ouartier rufen mix bic s 
Stirger ]^erau§. 6in jcbcr ^rcife ju feincn altcn SBaffen. 
9tuf bem 3Jiarfte treffcn tt)tr uti§ tDtcbcr, unb imfer ©trom 
reifet eincn jeben mtt [id^ fort. S)ie g^ctttbc fe^en fid) umringt 
UTtb ubcrf(i^tt)cmmt unb fittb crbriidt. SBa§ faun utt§ etne 
^QttbDoU^ Srtcc^tc mibcrftel^en? Uttb cr ttt unfrcr 9Ktttc lo 
fel^rt guriid, fiel^t fic^ bcfrctt unb latttt un§ etttmal battfcn, 
un§, btc tott tl^m fo ttef derfdiulbct tDorbett. 6r fiel^t 
t)tcflet(3^t — gcmt^, cr fic^t ba§ 5Jlorgcttrot am frcien ^tmmel 
tt)ieber. 

3immeintteifier. SBtc ift btr, SWdbc^cn? 15 

^(fird^eti. ilottttt i^r mid^ mi^berftel^tt? 33 om ©rafen 
fprcd^* i^ ! ^^ \pxeS)t bott ggmont. 

Setter. 9lenttt belt 5iamctt ttid^t ! gr ift IMx^. 

m&x^tn. Sett 5iamen ttic^t ! 2Bie? 5Ri(it biefett 5Ramen? 
SBer ttenttt il^tt ttid^t bei jeber ©elegenl^eit ? 2Bo ftel^t er 20 
ni(^t gef(3^rieben? 3n biefen ©ternett ^aV \6) oft mit allett 
feinett Settertt il^n gelefett.* 3lxi)i ttennen ? SBa§ foil ba§ ? 
tJreunbe ! @ute, teure Slac^bartt, t^r trdumt ; befittnt eud^. 
©el^t mxS) nic^t fo ftarr uttb attgftli(^ att ! Slidt tti(3^t 
f(i^ti(^tern l^ie uttb ba beifeite. '^^ ruf eud^ ja nur ju, tt)a§ 25 
jeber loUttfd^t. 3fft wteine ©timme nic^t eure§ ^erjen§ eigene 
©timme? S3Ber miirfe fic^ in biefer battgen 5ia(i^t, el^ er fcin 
uttru]^t)olIe§ S3ette bcfteigt, nii)t auf bie ^niee, i^tt mit erttft= 
lidiem ©ebet t)om ^immel ju erringen? tJragt eud) ein= 
Quber ! frage jeber fid^ felbjl ! uttb toer fprid^t mir nic^t nad^: 30 
„6gmont§ tJrei^eit ober ben SEob !" 
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^ttttt. ®ott ima^x' un§! S)a fltbf§ ein Unglucf. 
^iJUxttitn. S3(eibt! SIcibt unb briicft cni) nt(i)t Dor f cittern 
5iamen tt)eg,bem il^r cud^ fonft fo \xoi) cntgccjcn brdncjtet! — 
SBcnn ber 3iuf il^n anlunbigte, tt)eun c§ l^ie^: „@gmont 

5 fommt! @r fommt Don @cnt!" ba l^ielten bie SScmol^ner ber 
©trapen fief) gliicfli(i), burc^ bie er reitcn tnu^tc.^ Unb tDenn 
xt)x feine ^ferbe fc^atlen prtet, toax\ jeber feine 3lrbeit l^in, 
unb iiber bie belummerten ©eficj^ter, bie i^r burd^g g^nfter 
ftecftet, fu^r mte ein ©onnenftral^l Don feinem 3lnge[i(i)te ein 

lo SSIicf ber ^freube unb ^offnung. ®a l^obt i^r eure ^inber 
auf ber Sturfc^melle in bie ^o^e unb beutetet i^nen: „©ie]^, 
ba§ ift ggmont, ber ©rofete ba! (Sr iff§! gr t[t% Don bent 
i^r bcffere Qcxkn, al§ eure artnen 35dter lebten,^ einft ju er« 
marten l^abt." Sapt eure ^inber ni(i)t bereinft cud^ fragen: 

15 „2Bo ift er l^in? 2Bo finb bie 3nten l^in, bie i^r Derfpraci^t?" 
— Unb fo tt)e(j^feln ton SQBorte! finb ntU^ig, Derraten.il^n. 

@ocft. ©(i^dmt @U(3^, Sracfenburg! Sa^t fie nic^t ge=: 
wdl^ren. ©teuert bent Unl^eil! 
©racfcttburg. Siebe^ ^lixx^ml tvxx ttJoUen gel^en! 2Ba§ 

20 toirb bie SJiutter fagen? SSiefleid^t — 

^larii^ctt. 3Jieinft bu, id) fei ein Sittb, ober ma^nfinnig? 
S3Ba5 fann Dielleic^t? — Son biefer fd^recflid^en ©emi^eit 
bringft bu ntic^ ntit teiner C^offnung meg. — Sfl^r foUt ntid^ 
l^oren, unb i^r merbet; benn ii) fe^'S, il^r fetb beftiirgt unb 

25 !5nnt eu(!^ felbft in eurent SSufen ni(i^t tt)ieberfinben. 2a$i 
burc^ bie gegenmdrtige ©efal^r nur ein en Slid in ba§ SSer= 
gangene bringen, ba§ furj SSergangene. SBenbet eure ©e^ 
banfen nac^ ber Si^funft. i?onnt i^r benn leben? merbet 
il^r, toenn er ju ©runbe geljt? Wxi feinem 5ltein flte^t ber 

30 le^te ^aud^ ber ^rei^cit. 2Ba§ toar er eudf)? ^iir men iiber* 
gab er )xi) ber bringenbften ©efa^r? ©eine SBunben floffen 



5. 21 u f 3 u g. 89 

unb l^cilten nut fur cu(i). 2)tc grofec ©eelc, bic tnd) aUt 
trug, befc^rdnlt ein Scr!cr, unb ©dfiauct tiicfifc^en 9Korbc§ 
\^mUn um fie l^cr. 6r bcnit btcllcidit an eu(3^, er l^ojft auf 
m^, er, ber nut gu geben, nur ju erfuHen geroo^nt tt)ar. 

3immermcifter. ©edatter/ !ommt. 5 

^larii^ctt. Unb i(^ l^abe nic^t 3lrme, nid)t SJlarf, tt)te il^r; 
bo(i^ l^ab* x6), toa^ eucf) alien eben fel^It, 5Jlut unb SSeraditung 
ber ®ef al^r. Sonnf eu(i^ metn 5ltem boc^ entgiinben ! fount' 
ii) an metnen 33ufen brurfenb eucf) erwcirmen unb beleben! 
Sommt! Sn eurer Wiik toxti xi) gel^en! — 2Bte eine g^al^ne lo 
tt)e]^rIo§ ein cblc§ ^eer Don if riegern toel^enb anfii^rt, fo foU 
mciu ®eift um eure |)(lupter flammen unb Siebe unb SJJut 
ba§ fc^manfenbe, jerftreute SSolf ju einem fUrditerlic^en ^eer 
bereinigen. 

Setter, ©(^aff* [ie beifeite, [ie bauert mi(^. (surgerab.) 15 

ajracfettinrg. i?Idr(3^en! fiel^ft bu ni(i)t, tt)o tt)ir [inb? 

mat^tn. SSo? Unter bent ^immel, ber fo oft fic^ ]&err= 
lid^er gu tt)oIben fd^ien, mnn ber @ble unter il^m i^erging. 
5lu§ biefcn g^nftern l^aben fie l^erau§gefe^n, bier, funf ^opfe 
iiber einanber; an biefen Suren l^aben fie gef(^arrt unb ge= 20 
nicft, mnn er auf bie 9)iemmen l^erabfal^. O, i^ l^atte fie fo 
lieb, tt)ie fie il^n el^rten! 2Bdre er S^rann gemefen, nio(i)ten 
fie immer Dor feinem gdHe feitmart§ ge^n. 5lber fie liebten 
il&n! — D i^r ^anit, bie il^r an bie SJiii^en griff t, jum 
©dfimert fount il^r ni(^t greifen — Sradenburg, unb toir? — 25 
©(j^elten ton fie? — ®iefe 3lrme, bie il^n fo oft feft l^ielten, 
n)a§ tun fie fiir il^n? — Sift l^at in ber S3BeIt fo Diet er= 
rei(^t — 2)u fennft SBege unb ©tege, fennft ba§ alte ©d^Iofe. 
6§ ift ni(i^t§ unmogli(i), gib mir einen 3lnf(i)Iag. 

ajracfcttburg. SBenn loir nac^ ^aufe gingen! 30 

marii^ett. @ut. 
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Sroffeiitorg. Sort on bet @cfe fel^' i6) Wia^ SBq^; lag 
bod^ bie ©tintmc bcr SBcniunf t bit gu ^txitn bringen. ^filtfl 
bu mic^ fiir fcifl? ©laubft bu nid^t, ba^ x6) urn bcinettDiIIen 
fterkn fonntc? ^kx finb toir bcibc toll, x6) fo gut toic bu. 

S ©ie^ft bu nid^t ba§ UnmSflltc^c? SBcnn bu ix6) fafeteft! 3)u 
bifi au^cr bir. 

mari^eti. 3lufeer ntirl aibfd^ulid^! ffiradcnbutfl, Sl^t 
fcik aufecr @ud^. a)a il^r laut ben ^clbcn bcrclftttct, il^n 
tJfrcunb unb ©d^iu^ unb ^offnuufl nanntct, il^m SBiDat ricft, 

10 tocnn cr lam: ba [tanb ic^ in nteincm SBinlcI, fd^ob baS 
Qfcnftcr ^alb auf , Dcrbarg mx^ laufd^cnb, unb baS ^erj fd^Iug 
mix f)'6^n al§ cuc^ alien. Igc^t fd^Iftflt ntir'S tt)icbcr l^Cl^cr 
al5 cud^ alien! Igl^r Dcrbctgt cud^, ba c§ not ift, bcrlcuflnct 
il^n unb fiil^lt nid^t, bafe il^t untcrgcl^t, -tocnn cr Derbirbt. 

15 ^xadtnfntx^. Siomm naS) ^aufe. 
mikxd^tn. 3ta6) ^aufc? 

Kxadtnhnxq. ^c[inne bid^ nut! ©iel^ bid^ um! SteiS {tnb 
bie ©tra^en, bie bu nur fonntfifllid^ bettatft, burd^ bie bu 
fittfam nad^ ber JJird^e fliuflji, too bu ilbertrieben el^rbar 

20 jiirnteft, toenn id^ ntit einem freunblid^en fltiifeenben SBort 

mid^gu bir gefeHte. S)u ftel^fl unb rebeft, l^anbelft Dor ben 

Sluflen ber offnen SBelt; befinne bid^, Siebe! SBoju l^ilft eS 

uns? 

^riarii^eii. 9lad^ ^aufe! ^a, id^ beftnne mid^. ftomtn, 

25 SSradfenburg, nad) ^aufe! SBei^t bu, too meine ^titnat 

ift? (Kb.) 
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©efangntd 
ttttii <ine Sampe et^eUt, ein IRu^ebett im (Shninbe. 

(SgrnontaUetn.^ 

5llter Sfrcuttb! inimct flctrcucr ©d^Iaf, flicl^p bu m^ antS), 
tote btc ilbrigcn g^^^unbc? SBic toiflig fcntteft bu bid^ auf 
mcin freie§ ^aupt Ifterunter unb fiil^Itcft, tDtc ein fd^finer 
SK^rtcnfrang bcr Siebc/mcine ©d^ldfe! aWitten utttcr SBaffcn, 
auf bcr SBogc be§ 2ebcn§, rul^f id^ Iei(i)t atmcnb, tuic ein s 
aufqucHettber ^nabc, in bcinen Slrmen. 2Benn ©tiirmc burd^ 
3tt)ei8C unb S3(dttcr fauftcn, 91ft unb SQBipfcl fid^ fnirrcnb bc» 
toegten, blicb inncrft bod^ bet JJern be§ |)ergen§ ungeregt. 
3BaS fd^uttelt bid^ nun? 2B(i§ erfd)uttert ben feften treuen 
©inn? 3fd^ fii^fs, e§ ift ber JJlang ber aKotbajt bie an lo 
meinet SBurjel nafd^t^ 5Rod^ ftel^* id^ aufred)t, unb ein innrer 
©d^auer burd^fdl^rt ntid^. 3>a, fie ilberminbet, bie Derrdte* 
rifd^e ©emalt; fie untergrdbt ben feften l^o^en ©tamm, unb 
tf) bie JRinbe borrt, ftilrjt Itad^enb unb jctfd^metternb beine 
iJrone. is 

Sffiarum benn je^t, ber bu fo oft getoalf ge ©orgen gleid^ 
©eifenblafen bir t)om ^aupte meggemiefen, tDarum Dermagft 
bu nid^t bie Sl^nung ju Derfd^eu^en, bie taufenbfad^ in bir 
fid^ auf unb nieber treibt? ©eit tt)ann begegnet ber SEob bir 
ftird^terlid^? mit beffen med^felnben S3ilbern, tuie ntit ben 20 
Ubrigen ©eftalten ber gemol^nten @rbe^ bu gelaf[en lebteft^ — 
9lud^ ift er'§ nid)t, ber rafd)e tJeinb, bent bie gefunbe S3ruji 
metteifernb fid^ entgegenfel^nt; bcr JJcrler ift'§, bc5 ©rabeS 
Sorbilb, bent C^^ben tt)ie bent Seigen miberlid^. Unleiblid^ 
marb mir'S fd^on auf meinem gepolfterten ©tul^Ie, totnn in 25 
ftattlid^er SScrfammlung bie 3^iirften, toaS leid^t }u entfd)eiben 
mar, mit mieberfel^rcnben ©cfprdd^cn ilbcrlcgten unb gtt)ifd)en 
biiftern SBdnben eine§ ©aal§ bie S3alten ber ®edEe mid^ er* 
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briidEtcn, S)a ctif \S) fort, foBalb c§ mfiglid^ toax, unb raf(| 
aufs ^fcrb mit tiefem Sltemgugc, Unb frifd^ l^tnauS, ba too 
totr l^ingepren! in§ fjelb, too au§ ber 6rbe bampfcnb jcbe 
ndd^fte SBol^Itat ber 5Ratur,* unb burd^ btc ©immcl tocl^cnb 

5 aflc ©cgcn ber ©eftirne^ un§ umtoittern; too totr, bem erb* 
gebornen SRiefen^ gletd^, oon ber ffierill^rung unfrer 5Dluttcr 
Iraf tiger un§ in bie^fil^e retfeen; too toir bie 9Benf(|^eit gang 
unb menf(^Ii(^e ffiegier in alien 3Ibern f allien; too ba§ 35er» 
langen, t)orjubringen, gu befiegen, gu er^afd^en, feine gfciuft 

10 gu brau(|en, gu befi^en, gu erobern, bur(| bie ©eelc be§ 
jungen Sdger§ glUl^t; too ber ©olbat fein angeborne§ SRec^^t 
auf aHe SBelt mit raf (|em ©(|ritt fi(| anmafet unb in fiir(^ter» 
IxSjtx gfreil^eit toie cin ©ageltoetter burd^ SBiefe, fjelb unb 
SBalb Derberbenb ftrei(|t uno feine ©rengen lennt, bie 

IS 5!Menfd^en]^anb gegogen, 

3)u bift nur ffiilb, ©rinnerungStraum be§ ©lildES, ba§ xS^ 
fo lang befeffen; too f)ai bi(| ba§ @ef(|ict t)errdterifd^ I)ingea 
ful^rt? aSerfagt e§ bir, ben nie gef(|euten Stob im ?lngefid^t 
ber ©onne xa^6) gu gonnen, urn bir be§ @rabe§ SBorgefd^madE 

20 im efein 2Jlober gu bereiten? SBie f)a\ii)i er mid^ au^ biefen 
©teinen toibrig an! ©(|on ftarrt ba§ Seben, Dor bem 9iu^e« 
bette tt)ie t)or bem ©rabe f(|eut ber gufe. — 

O ©orge! ©orge! bie bu t)or ber 3^it ben 3Korb beginnjl, 
lafe abl — ©eit toann ift ggmont benn allein, fo gang allein 

25 in biefer Sffielt? S)id^ maiS^t ber S^^eifel ^ilf(o§,« ni(|t baS 
©ludE • 3ft bie ©erec^tigfeit be§ SfinigS, ber bu lebenslang 
t)ertrauteft, ift ber SRegentin greunbfii^aft, bie faft (bu barfft 
e§ bir gefte^n), faft Siebe toax, finb fie auf cinmal toie ein 
gidngenb geuerbilb ber 3la^t t)erf(i^tounbcn unb laffen Vx6i 

30 allein auf bunfelm ^fab gurUtf ? SBirb an ber ©pi^e beiner 
tJreunbe Dranien nid^t toagenb finnen? 2Birb ni(|t ein SJoIf 
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[\6) fammcin unb mit anf(|it)cflcnbcr ©ctoalt ben alien 
^tcunb crrettcn? 

D ^altet, 9Jiauern, bte il^r mi(| einf(j^Iie$t, fo bteler ©eifter 
too^Igcmetnte^ 2)rdngen nt(|t don mir ah; unb ml6)tx 5Kut • 
au§ meinen^lugen fonft [id& iiber fie ergofe, bcr fel^re nun au§ 5 
i^ren ^er^en in metne§ mieber. D ja, fic riil^ren fi(^ gu 
Staufenben! fie fommen! fte^en mir gur ©eite! ^^x frommer 
2Bunf(| eilt bringenb ju bent ^immel, er bitiet urn ein 
SBunber. Unb fteigt gu nteiner Steitung nic^t ein @ngel 
nieber, fo fel^' id) fie va6) Canj' unb ©(|mertern greifen. S)ie 10 
3:ore fpalten fid^, bie ©itter fpringen, bie DJJauer ftiirgt Dor 
i^ren ^dnben ein, unb ber fjrei^eit be§ einbrec^enben Sage^ 
fteigt ggmont frol^lic^ entgegen. SBie man6) befannt ©efic^t 
empfdngt mi(| jauc^jenb! %6), Sldrd^en, mdrft bu 2Jlann, fo 
fdl^' ic^ bi^ gemife au(| ^ier guerft unb bonlte btr, tt)a§ etnem 15 
JJonige ju banfen l^art ift, gtei^eit. 



j^(di(^en (lommt mit einer Sam))e uttb etnem @Iq3 iOSaffer auS ber-ftammer; 1!e 
fe^t bag @(a3 auf ben itifd^ unb Iritt anS Srenfter). 

SradEenburg? ©cib 3^r'§? 2Ba§ ^ort' i(| benn? 3loS) 
niemanb? @§ mar niemanb! ^^ mill bie Sampe in§ fjenfter 
fe^en, bafe er fiefjt, i^ mac^e no(J^, id^ marte nod^ auf il^n. @r 
l^at mir 9la(^rid^t berfprod^en. 9la(^ri(i^t? @ntfe^Ii(|e ®e« 20 
mife^eit! — ggmont berurteilt! — SBeld^ ©crid^t borf il^n 
forbern? Unb fie Dcrbammen il^n! 2)er Sonig Derbammt 
i^n? ober ber ^erjog? Unb bie SRegentin entjie^t \\6)l Dronien 

gaubert unb afle feine gfreunbe! 3»ft bie§ bie SBelt, bon 

beren SBanfelmut, UnjuDerldffigfeit \^ inel gel^ort unb ni(^t§ 25 
cmpfunben l^abe? 3ft bie§ bie SBelt? — SBer mdre boS ge«» 
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nug, ben Steucrn anjufcinbcn? SQBdrc SoS^cit mftd^ttg gcnug, 

ben allgemcm (Srfannten \i)ntU ju ftlirjcn? ^oi) ift e§ fo — 

c§ ift ! ~ O ggmont, ft(3^er l^telt ii) bid^ t)or ©ott unb 9Dlen. 

. fc^en, tt)ie in incinen Slrmcn! S3Ba§ mar ii^ bit? 2)u l^aft mid^ 

5 be in genannt, metn ganjeS 2eben wibmete xi) beinem Seben. 
— a3Ba§ bin id^ nun? SJergebenS ftredf' ic^ nai) ber ©c^Iingc, 
bie bic^ fafet, bie ©anb au§. S)u ^ilfloS, unb i(| frei!— C)ier 
ift ber ©d^Iiiffel gu meiner Stiire. 3ln meinet SBiflfiir l&dngt 
mein ®e^en unb ntein Jfommen, unb bir bin i(| gu ni(|t§! 

,0 £), binbet mid^, bamit i(^ nid^t Derjmeifle; unb toerft 

mid^ in ben tiefften Jierfer, bafe t(^ bQ§ ^aupt an feud^te 
2Bauern fd^Iage, nad^ fjreil^eit minfle, trdume, mie id^ il^m 
l^elfen moflte, menu geffeln mid^ nid^t Id^mten. mie id& i^m 
l^elf en miirbe. — 9lun bin id^ f rei ! Unb in ber fjrei^eit liegt 

IS bie Slngft ber O^nmad^t. — 5Kir felbft bemu&t, nid^t fS^ig, 
ein ©lieb nad^ feiner ©ilfe gu riil^ren. Sld^ leiber, auc^ ber 
fleine Steil Don beinem SQBefen, bein Sldrd^en, ift mie bu ge« 
fangen unb regt getrennt im StobeSframpfe nur bie lejten 
ftrftfte. — ^6) ^fire fd^leid^en, l^uften — SradEenburg — cr 

20 iff §! — glenber guter 5Kann, bein ©d^idffal bleibt fid^ immer 
gleid^; bein Siebd^en fiffnet bir bie niid^tlid^e 2;ilr, unb ad^l ju 
ml6) unfeliger Sufammenfunft! 

Stactenburg ttitt aitf. 

Stl^t^tn. SDu fommft fo bleid^ unb fd^Ud^tern, Sradten- 
burg!tt)a§iff5? 
25 ©rorfenitttg. S)urd^ Umtoege unb ©efa^ren fud^' id^ bid& 
auf. Die grofeen ©tra^en finb befe^t; burd^ ©ft^d^en unb 
burd^ SIBinfel l^ab' id^ mid^ gu bir geftol^Ien. 
mati^ett. grjdtir, roie ift'S? 

83raffen(nrg (tnbcm er ft(^ fc^t). 3lc^, 5?l(ire, lafe mid^ meinen, 
30 3d^ liebt' il^n nic^t. 6r loar ber reid&e SBann^ unb lodEte be3 
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SKrmen einsigcg ©d^af gut bcffcrn SBcibe j&criibcr. ^6i ^aV < 
il^n nte Dcrfliic^t; @ott ^at m\6i treu gef(i^affen unb mii). 
3n ©d&mcrjen flofe mein Ceben don tnir nicbct, imb gu bet* 
f(|ma(j^tcn ^offt' xi) jeben Stag. 

matii^ett. aScrgife ba§, Sracfenburg! SJcrgife bt(i^ fclbfl, s 
©prid&mirboni^m! 3ft'§ ma^r! S[t er bcrurteilt? 

©toifettitttg. 6r tff§! i(| toei^ eg gang genou, 

mhx^tn. Unb lebt noc^? 

Sracfeninrg. 3a, er lebt no(3^. 

^(arii^ett. SBie midft bu ba§ berfid^etn? — Die St^ronnei lo 
ermorbet in ber 9lad^t ben ^etrlid^enl 35 or alien ?lugen ber* 
borgen fliefet fein S9Iut. €ngftlic^ im S(i^lafe liegt ba§ be« 
tftubte SSol! unb trdumt bon 9lettung, trdumt t^tes^ o!^n» 
mad^tigen 3Bunfc^e§ grfuHung, inbe§, unmiUig iiber un§, 
lein ©eift bie 2BeIt mlix^t gr i[t bat)in! — 3:auf(|e nii(]^ 15 
nic^t! bid^ n\i)V. 

f&tadtnhnta. 9lein, gemip, er lebt! — Unb leiber! e§ be* 
reitet ber ©panier bent Solfe, ba§ er gertreten mill, ein 
fiirc^terlic^cS ©(^aufpiel, gemaltfam iebe§ ^erj, ba§ nad^ 
tJrei^eit [\6) regt, auf emig gu gerfnirfd^cn. 20 

^torii^cit. ga^re fort unb fprid^ gelafjen aui^ mein StobeS* 
urteil au§! ^6) toanble ben feligen ©efilben fd^on nd^er 
unb ndl^er, mir me^t ber iroft au§ jenen ©egenben beS 
tJriebeng fd^on ^eriiber. ©ag* an. 

93raffett(ttrg. 3f(| fount' e§ an ben SBad^en merfen, au§ 25 
SReben, bie balb ba, balb bort fielen, bafe auf bent 9Karfte 
ge^eintni^boK ein ©d^redfnis gubereitet merbe. ^^ fd^Iid^ 
burd^ ©eitenmege, burd^ betannte ©ange nac^ nteineg SSettern 
^aufe unb fal^ au^ cinem ^inlerfenfter nad& bent 5Kar!te. — 
6§ me^ten ^^adfeln in einem meitcn Sreife fpanifd^er ©olbaten 30 
l^in unb n)ieber, 3d^ fd^drfte ntein ungetool^nteS 3lufle, unb 



au§ b€r ^adji \titq m'xz tin fc^nxir^e^ Qkru^ entgcgen, ge» 
rdumig, ^o4; intr graufte Dor Dent 'ilnbltcf. ©cfc^idftig 
nwren Diele ringeumfier bcmixfjt, roas no4 Don ^^ot^tncrf 
tDfiB unD fiditbar roar, mtt fc^roar^m iuc^ ein^iillenD iju otr« 

5 fleiben. Xie Ireppen Decften fte jule^t auc^ fc^nxtr^.. ^ fa^ 
ta roo^I. Sic fc^ienen bie ©eibc einc* c^rdfeltrf^n Cpfcrs vox* 
bfteitent) ^u bege^n. (?in roei^ee ftru5ifir, ba^ burc^ bit 
92ac^t rote 3tiber bltnfte, roarb an bet etnen Seite l^oc^ auf* 
flefledt. 34 f^ft' 11"^ ffl^ ^^^ fcftretflic^ (SerotBbcit tmmtr 

lo (jeroiffer. 5loc^ roanften 3«cfeln bie unb l)a berum; aflmo^x 
U(^ roic^en fie unb erlofc^n. 3(uf einmal roar bie fc^uBltc^ 
©eburt ber 5lac^t in i^rer 3Kutter 3c^oB juriidcjctc^rt. 

Stiit^tn. Zi\a, Sracfenburg! 5lun ftill! 2at btefe ^ntit 
ouf meiner 3eele ru^n. 3?erfd)rounben ftnb bie ©efpenper^ 

15 unb bu, ^olbe 3lad)i, lei^ beineu ^Hantcl ber 6rbe, bie in ficft 
fldrt; fie trdgt nic^t ldn(;er bie abfcbeulic^ 2aft, rcifet ibre 
tiefen ©pollen graufenb auf unb fnirfcftt ba^ Worbgeriifi 
I^inunter. Unb irgenb einen Gngel fenbet ber @ott, ben fie 
gum 3^"fl^" ^^^^^ 5Sut gefcf^nbet; Dor be» 5Boten ^eiliger 

20 Serii^rung lofen fic^ Sliegel unb Sanbe, unb er umgiept ben 

Steunb mit milbem ©c^immer; er fiifjrt ibn burc^ bie DlaAt 

gur Qfreil^eit fanft unb flifl.* Unb Qwij mein 23eg ge^t ^eim« 

1x6) in biefer Xuntel^eit, i^m gu begegnen. 

f&xadtnhnxa (ricouf^aitcnb). Wein Jtinb,roo^in? roa§ roagjibu? 

2$ Stiaxd^tn. fieife, 2iebcr, ba^ nicmanb erroad^c! bag roir 
unS felbft x\\6)t roecfen! Jlennft bu bie§ i^lai6;)6)tn, Sracfen* 
burg? 3cf) na^m bir'g fdier.^enb, al§ bu mit iiberciltem 3:ob 
oft ungebulbig bro^tcft. — Unb nun, mein gveunb — 
Srorfenbiirg. 3^ ^"c'^ ^eiligen 9lamen! — 

30 fttarii^ett. Xu ^inberft nid^t^. 3:ob ift mein Seil! unb 
fl5nne mir ben fanften fd^netten 2:ob, ben bu bir felbft be» 
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rcitcteft. ®i6 mtr betue .^anb! — 3im Slugcnblicf, ba i^ btc 
bunfle ^f ortc eroff ne, au§ bcr !ein Siuctmcg ift,^ tonnt' x6) mtt 
Diejem ^anbebruct bit fagen: tr)ie fe^r x6) bi(| gcliebt, mic 
je^r ii) bic^ bejammert. 9JJetn Sruber ftarb mtr jung; t\6) 
rvdijlt' x6), feine ©telle ju erfe^etu ®§ miberf prac^ bcin ^erj^ 5 
unb qudlte jic^ unb mi(^, bu berlangtefl^ ^eife unb tmmer ^eiBer, 
mQ§ bir nic^t befc^ieben roar. SSergib mtr unb leb' root)!! 
2a$ mi(3^ bid^ ffiruber itennen! 6§ iji ein 9lame, ber biel 
5Ramcn in fic^ fa^t. 5Rimm bie le^te fc^one Slume ber <Bi)cu 
benbett mit treuem ^erjen ab — nimm biefen 9tu^ — 2)er 10 
%dt bereiuigt atle§, SJradtenburg, un§ benn and), 

fbxadtnhnxfi, ©0 laB mic^ mtt bir fterbett! 3:eile! Stetle! 
6§ i[t gettug, groci Cebeit au§julof(^en. 

matditn. Sleib! bu foOit lebeit, bu fattnft leben. — Stel^ 
meiner 5)lutter bei, bie ol^ite Vxi) in 3lrmut \x6) Derje^ren 15 
rourbe. ©ei xi)x, roa^ xd) tt)r nic^t me^r fein fann; lebt gu« 
fammen unb beroeint nxxi). Seroeint baS SSaterlanb unb ben, 
ber e§ allein er^alten fonnte. S)a§ ^eutige ©ef^le^t roirb 
biefen ^tJntmer nid^t lo§; bie SBut bcr SRa^e felbft Dermag il^n 
nic^t gu tilgen. 2ebt, i^r 3lrmen, bie 3eit nod^ l^in, bie tetne 20 
3eit me^r ift. ^eut ftel^t bie SBelt auf einmal ftitl; e§ ftocft 
t^r ^rei^lauf, unb mein ^ul§ f(^lagt faum nod^ roenige 
awtnuten. 2tV mi}U 

Srorfcttburg. D, lebe bu mit un§, roie roir fur Vxi) aflein! 
S)u toteft un§ in bir, leb' unb leibe. 2Bir rooflen unger* 25 
trennlic^ bir gu beiben ©eiten fte^n, unb immer ac^tfam foil 
bie Siebe ben fd^bnften 3:roft in i^ren lebenbigen 3Irmen bir 
bereiten. ©ei unfer! Unfer! 3^ barf nid^t fagen, mein. 

^Ittrci^ctt. Ceije, Srarfenburg! S)u fiil^Ift ni^t, roa^ bit 
tiil^rft. SBo ^offnung bir erjc^eint, tfi mtr Serjroeiflung. 30 

f^tadtnhuxq. ieile mit ben fiebenbigen bie C>oftnung! 
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SJcrlDcir am 9ianbc be§ 3IBgrunb§, fd^ou' l^inab unb jicl^ auf 

un§ guriltf . 
StlUviiitn. 3(| 'ijaV iibertDunben, ruf m^ nici^t toicbcr 

gum ©trcit. 
5 ^tadtnHta. Du bift bctdubt; gel^iiflt in 5Ra(^t, fu(i^fl bu 

btc Stiefe. 3to^ t[t ni(|t jebeS Sid^t erIof(|cn, no(^ mand^er 

Stag! — 
matclieit. SQBe^! uber bi(3^ aSBc^l SBc^l ©roufam get- 

tci^eft bu ben Sorl^ang Dor meinem Slugc. 3a, er toirb 
10 gtaucn, ber Stagl •J)crgeben§ alle 9lebel um [\^ gicl^n unb 

miber SBiHen grauen! fjurd^tfam fd^out ber ffiilrger au^ 

fcinem fjenfter, bie 3la^t la^t einen fi^margen tJIecfen gurildf ; 

er f(3^aut, unb filriJ^terUd^ tt)d(|[t im St(j^te ba§ 2Borbgerilp. 

5Reu leibenb menbet ba§ entoei^te ©otteSbilb fcin flel^enb Slugc 
IS gum aSatcr auf. Die Sonne tt)agt \x^ nii^t l^erbor; fie toitt 

bie ©tunbe nii^t begeid^nen, in ber er fterben foil. Strttge 

gel^n bie S^^^^^^ i^ten SBeg, unb eine ©tunbe na^ ber anbern 

fd^Idgt. C)ciltl ^ain nun ift e§ 3eit! mid^ fd^eud^t beS 

5Dlorgen§ Sll^nung in ba§ @rab. (ste tritt ana senftcr, ais fai^ p^ 

ftc^ um, uttb trintt l^eimlid^.) 

20 »rorfettitttg. illdre! SIdre! 

^(ftrii^en (gel^t na^ bent Slfc^ unb trinft bad SBaffer). ^ier ift bct 

aieftl ^i) lodEe bid^ ni(|t nad^. Stu, tt)a§ bu barf ft, leb' 
mol^I. S6f(|e biefe Sampe ftifl unb ol^ne S^ui^^^ti, id^ ge^ 
gur 9iu]^e. ©d^Ieid^e bid^ fai^te meg, giel^e bie Sttir nad^ bit 

25 gu. ©tin! SBedfe meine 9)lutter nid^t! ©el^, rette bid^i 

SRette bid^, toenn bu nii^t mein 2Bi)rber fi^einen ttJtflft, («b.) 

»toifettitttg, ©ie Idfet mic^ gum lefctenmale, voxt immer, 

O, I6nnte eine 2Jlenfd^cnfeeIe fiil^Icn, toic fie ein Uebenb ^erg 

gerrei^en !ann. ©ie Id^t mid^ ftcl^n, niir felber ilberlajfen; 

30 unb Stob unb Seben ift mir gleid^ Derl^ajit. — Slllein gu fter« 
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ben! — SQBeint, xi)x Sicbcnben! Sein l^drter ©ci^icffal tft ate 
mem§! ©ic teilt mit tnir ben StobeStropfen unb ]i)xdi mid^ 
tpeg! don il^rer ©eitc toeg! ©ie giel^t mxi) na^, unb fto^t 
tn§ Sebcn tnid^ guriicf. D (Sgmont, todi) preismurbig 2o§ 
fdHt bir! ©ie ge^t Doran; ber cQrang bc§ ©iegS au§ i^rer 5 
^anb t[t bein, fie bringt ben gangen ^immel bir entgegen ! — 
Unb foH ii) folgen? mieber feittr)art§ ftel^n? ben unauSBfci^* 
I^en 5Reib in jene SBol^nungen^ Ijinubertragen ? — 2luf @rben 
ift !ein Sleiben mel^r fiir mici^, unb ^oH' unb ©immel bieten 
glei(j^e Dual. SBie mare ber 95erm(|tung ©i^redEenSl^anb 10 
bem Unglucffeligen miflfommen ! 

Sradenburg ge^t ab ; baS a:^eater BteiBt etnige 3«it uttbetfitibert. @tne aKuftf, 
iJIfird^etiS Sob beaei(^nenb, beginnt ; bie Sampe, tt)et(^e Srodenburfl auSjuWfc^en 
oergeffen. flammt nod^ einigemal auf, bann erlifd^t fte. Salb berivanbelt ftc^ ber 

®(^au)}Ia^ in bad 

® c f a n fl n i 8, 

ffi g tn It t Itegt f(6tafenb auf bem 9tul)ebette. es entftel^t eln Oeraffel tntt ©d^Iflffeln, 
unb bte Xttt tut ftcft auf. S)lenet mit godetn treten tjeretn; ifinen folgt gevbls 
nanb, ^Ihai <Bofin, unb <BH\>a, beglettet toon Q^en)affneten. @gmont fa^rtouS 

bem ©d^taf auf. 

@gmpttt. 2Ber feib il^r, bie il^r mir unfreunblici^ ben 
©(|Iaf Don ben 3Iugen fd^Uttelt? SBa§ funben eure tro^igen, 
unfid^ern Slicfe mir an? 2Barum biefen furd^terlid^en 3Iufs 
gug? SBeli^en ©ci^rectenStraum fommt il^r ber l^albermad^ten 15 
©eele borjuliigen? 

<Bilt>a. Un§ fi^ictt ber C^erjog, bir bein Urteil anju= 
liinbigen. 

^gmont. Sringft bu ben ^enfer aud^ mit, e§ gu Dolls 
giel^en? 20 

©iltia. SSernimm e§, fo mirft bu toiffen, maS beiner 
toaxid. 

egmpttt. ©0 giemt e§ eud^ unb euerm fd^anbUd^en ffie* 
ginnen! 3n 3ta6)t gebriitet unb in 5Rac^t bodful^rt. ©0 
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mag bicfe freeze Stat bcr Ungered^tigteit \\^ DcrBcrgcn! — 
Stritt fiil^n l^erbor, ber bu ba§ ©d^mert berljutlt untcr bcm 
SKantel trdg[t: l^ter ift metn ^anpt, ba§ freieftc, ba§ jc bie 
SE^rannei t)om SRumpf geriffen. 
5 ©iltio. S)u irr[t! SBaS gerec^tc SRid^tcr bef(|Iie^en, toer- 
bcn ftc dorm 3lngefi(|t bc§ Staged nid^t berbergen. 

@gmpttt. ©0 iiberfteigt bie 5rc(|l^eit jebcn Segriff unb 
©cbanfen. 

@t(tia (nlmmt einem 2)a(eiftei^enben bad Urteil al, entfaltet'd unb liefl). 

„^m 9lamen be§ J?6nig§ unb fraft befonberer, bon ©cincr 

10 SDlajcftdt un§ ubertragencn ©emalt, aHe feine Untertancn, 

tt)C§ ©tanbeS fie feien, gugleii^ bie SRittcr be§ golbnen SSIlefcg 

gu rii^ten, ertennen mir — " 

@gmont. Jlann bie ber Jfonig iibertragen? 

@Utio. „6rfennen tuir, na^ Dorgcingiger genauer, gefefe« 

15 lid^er Unterfu(|ung, bid^ ^einrid^^ ©rafen 6gmont, ^rinjcn 

bon (Saure, be§ ^od^Derrate§ fd^ulbig unb fprec^en ba§ Urteil: 

ba^ bu mit ber tJrul^e be§ einbrei^enben 9Korgen§ an^ bent 

fterfer auf ben 9Jiarft gefiil^rt unb bort dorm Slngefid^t beS 

aSoKS gur SBarnung afler SBerrdter mit bem ©d^ioerte bom 

20 2titn gum 3:obe gebra(|t merben fotteft. ©egeben Srilffel 

im" (55atum unb ^af^thafil tocrben unbcutlic^ gclcfcn, fo, baft [it bcr 3u9dier 

ni(§t berfte^t) ,,5erbinanb, ^nioi don Sllba, 

aSorft^er be§ ©erid^ti^ ber 3tt)fllfc."« 

2)u mei^t nun bein ©d^idffal; e§ bleibt bir mentge St\t, 
2$ bi(| brein gu ergeben, bein ^au§ gu befteUen* unb Don ben 
2)einigen 3Ibfd^ieb gu ne^men. 

(@Uba mit bem ©efolge oe^t af>. (£d bleibt ^erbinanb unb iloet Ora^eln; bal 

Xbeater ift ma^ig erleuc^tet.) 

(SgntOttt {fiat eine SBeile, in fic^ berfentt, ftiUe geftanben unb @i(toa, o^ne H^ 
nmSttfe^en, abge^en taffen. (£r glaubt fic^ aQein. unb ba er bie ttugen auf^bt 
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erMtcft cr aibas ©o^n). S)u ftcl^ft unb blcibft? SffiiHft bu metu 
6r[taunen, mein gntfe^en nod^ burd^ beinc ©egenmart Dcr* 
me^ren? SQBiKft bu nod^ etma bie miUtommnc Sotf(|aft 
beincm 95ater brtngcn, ba^ ic^ unmdnnlid^ bergtuetfle? @c^! 
©ag' il^m, fag' it)m, ba^ er tucber mi(|, no(| bie SBelt bcliigt. s 
3i^m, bem SRul^mfUi^tigen, mirb man e§ er[t Winter ben 
©d^ultcrn leife lifpeln, bann laut unb lauter [agen, unb menn 
er einft don biefem ©ipfel l^erabfteigt, merben taufenb ©tim* 
men e§ i^m entgegen rufen: 5Rid^t ^a^ SQBo^I be§ ©taat§, 
ni(^t bie SQBiirbe be§ ^i)nig§, nic^t bie SRul^e ber ^roDingen lo 
l^aben il^n l^ierl^er gebrad^t. Um fein felbft mitten ^at er Jf rieg 
geraten, ba^ ber ^rieger im ^riege gelte. 6r l^at bicfe un=: 
gel^eure Serroirrung erregt, bamit man feiner bebiirfe. Unb 
i^ faUe, ein Dpfer feine§ niebrigen ^ajjeg, feine§ fleinlid^en 
5Retbe§^ 3a, id^ mei^ e§, unb xi) barf e§ fagen, ber ©ter^ is 
benbe, ber tSblxi) Sermunbete !ann e§ fagen: mi(| f)at ber 
©ingebilbete beneibet; mid^ megjutilgen, l^at er lange gefonnen 
unb geba(|t. 

©^on bamaB,^ aU toxx nod^ jiinger mit SQBilrfeln fpielten 
unb bie ^aufen @olbe§, einer nai) bem anbern, Don feiner 20 
©eite gu mir l^erubereilten, ba ftanb er grtmmig, log @e= 
laffentieit, unb innerlid^ Derje^rte il^n bie ?irgerni§,^ me^r 
liber mein ©liidf, al§ iiber feinen Scrluft. 5Rod^ erinnere td^ 
mid^ be§ f unfelnben SJlidfg, ber Derrdterifd^en Sldffe, al§ toxx 
an einem fiffentlii^en Qfefte Dor Dielen taufenb 5Dlenfd^en um 25 
bie SQBette fd^ofjen. @r f orberte mid^ auf, unb beibe 5lationen 
ftanben; bie ©panier, bie Slieberldnber toetteten unb miinfd^a 
ten. 3c^ ubermanb i^n; feine ^ugel irrte, bie meinc traf ; 
ein lauter fjreubenfi^rei ber 5Dleintgen bur(|brad^ bie Suft. 
9lun trifft mi(^ fein ©efd^o^, ©ag' tl^m, ba^ id^'§ toei^, bap 30 
ic^ i^n tenne, bap bie SBelt jebe ©ieg§jeic^en berad^tet, bie ein 
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Ilciner ®ei[t erf(j^lei(^enb ftd^ Qufrici^tet. Unb bu! xomn 
eincm ©ol^nc mfiglid^ i[t, don ber ©ttte be§ S8ater§ gu totid^m, 
ubc beijeiten bie ©cf)ani, inbem bu b^ fur ben f(|dm[t, ben 
bu gerne don flanjem ^ergen berel^ren mfici^teft. 

5 gfetbittoitb. ^6) f)m bi(j^ an. oljne bi(| gu uuterbrcd^cn ! 
2)eine Sormilrfe laften mic Jlcul[(j^ldge auf etnen ^dm; i^ 
ful^Ic bic 6rf(^utterung, abcr ic^ bin bcmaffnct. S)u triffft 
mi(|, bu bermunbeft ni^ nt(j^t; fiil^Ibar ift mir aHein her 
(Bi)mtxi, ber mir ben Sufen jerreipt. SBel^e mir! S3Bel^e! 

lo 3u einem foli^en 3lnbli(f bin \6) Qufgemai^fen, ju einem 
[oilmen ©d^aufpiele bin xi) gefenbet! 

©gmpttt. 5)u bri(j^ft in illogen au§? S35a§ rul^rt, tt)a§ be= 
fummert bid^? 3[t e§ eine fpdte SReue, ba^ bu ber fd^dnbs 
Ii(|en 95erf(|n)6rung beinen ^ienft geliel^en? S)u bi[t fo jung 

IS unb ]^a[t ein glucfli(j^e§ 3Infe]^n. S)u marft fo gutraulid^, fo 
freunblii^ gegen m\6). ©o lang x^ Vxi) fal^, mar x^ mit 
beinem SSater Derfol^nt. Unb eben fo J)erfteflt, J)erfteIIter als 
er, locfft bu mx6) in ba§ 5Re^, 2)u bift ber 2lbfd^euli(|c I 
S3Ber il^m traut, mag er e§ auf feine ©efal^r tun; aber met 

2o filri^tete ©efa^r, bir gu bertrouen? ©el^! ©el^l Sftoube mir 
nid^t biemenigenSlugenblicfe! ©el^, ba^ x^ mx^ fammie, bie 
Sfielt unb bi(^ juerft bergeffc! — 

gfetbittottb. 2Ba§ foH x^ bir fagen? S<^ \i^¥ ^^^ f^^« 
bi(^ an, unb fel^e bi(^ nii^t unb fuljle mi(^ nii^t. ©oil id^ 

25 mi(^ entfd^ulbigen? ©oil x6) bir berfid^ern, ba^ i(^ erft fpdt, 
erft ganj gule^t be§ Soter^ ^Ibfiij^ten erful^r, ba^ x^ al§ ein 
ge|tt)ungene§, ein leblofe^ SSerfjeug fcineS S3BiIIen§ ^anbelte? 
SBa§ fru(|tef§, toeld^e 9Jieinung bu don mir l^aben magft? 
S)u bift Derloren; unb x6) Ungliicflidjer ftel^e nur ba, um bir'S 

30 gu berfid^ern, um bi(^ gu bcjammern. 

(Jgmpttt* S35el(|e fonberbare ©timme, ml6) ein uner« 
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toartctcr SEroft bcjjegnet mir auf bcm SQBcgc gum ©rabc? Du, 
©ol^n meineS erften, meinc§ faft eingigen 5cinbe§, bu be* 
baucrft mxi), bu bift nic^t unter mcincn TOorbctn? ©age. 
rebc! Qfiir men foU i(^ bi^ ^alten? 

gfetbittottb. ©raufamer SSater! ^a, xi) ertcnnc bt(| in 5 
bicfem Sefc^Ie. 2)u tannteft mcin |)erj, meinc ©cfinnung, bic 
bu fo oft al§ grbtetl einer jartUd^en Gutter fd^alteft. 9Jli(| 
bit gleid^ gu bilben, fanbteft bu mi(| l^icrl^er. 2)iefcn 2Bann 
am SRanbe be§ gal^nenben @rabe§, in ber ©emalt cineS tt)tn= 
furltd^en 3:obe§ ju fel^en, gmingft bu m\6), bafe ^ ben tiefftcn 10 
©(|merg empfinbe, ba^ ic^ taub gegen alle§ ©(|ictfal, bafe id^ 
unempfinbli(| merbc, e§ gefc^el^e mir, toa§ moUc, 

©gmpitt. 3d^ erftaune! gaffe Ud)l ©tel^e, rcbe toie cm 
TOann. 

gfetbittottb. D, bafe id^ cin 2Beib tDfire! Safe man mir 15 
fagen fonnte: maS rii^rt bid^? tt)a§ fi(j^t bi(| an? ©age mir 
ein grofeereg, ein unge!^eurere§ ilbel, ma(|e mid^ gum S^H^^ 
einer f(|recfli(|ern Sat; xi) mitt bir banlen, id^ mitt fagen: e§ 
mar nid^ts. 

egmPttt. 5)u J)erlierft bid^. SBobiftbu? 20 

JJetbinanb. Safe biefe Seibenfd^aft rafen, lafe mid^ Io§gc« 
bunben flagen! 3(^ miH nid^t ftanb^aft fd^einen, menu allcS 
in mir gufammenbrii^t. ®i(| fott xi) f)kx fel^n? — 2)id^? — 
e§ ift entfe^Iid^! S)u Derftel^ft mi(| nic^t! Unb fottft bu mid^ 
berftel^en? ©gmont! ggmont! (s^m um ben ^ois faEcnb.) 25 

egmpttt. 2i)fe mir ba§ ®el^eimni§. 

8ferbittOttb. ^ein @e^eimni§. 

Ggmpitt. SBie bemegt bid^ fo tief ba§ ©d^idEfal eineS frem« 
ben 3Kanne§? 

gferbiitottb. 9{id^t fremb! 2)u bift mir nii^t fremb. S)ein 30 
9lamc mar's, ber mir in meiner erften 3ugenb gleid^ einem 
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©tern bc§ ^tmmclS cntgcgcnlcu(3^tetc. SBic oft ffaV i^ nad^ 
bir Q^ffox^t, gefragt! S)c§ ilinbeS ©offnung ift bcr 3flng. 
ling, bc§ 3ungUng§ ber 2Bann. ©o btft bu bor mir l^cr« 
gef(3^rittcn; tmmcr J)or, unb ol^nc 9leib fal^ i^ bid^ Dor unb 

5 f(^ritt bir na^, unb fort unb fort* 9lun l^offt' id^ cnblid^ 
bid^ gu fc^cn, unb fal^ bi(^, unb mein ^erj flog bir entgcgcn. 
^xi) fjatV xi) mir beftimmt unb mdl^ltc bi(| auf§ neuc, ha id) 
hxi) \a^. 3tun l^offf x6) crft mit bir gu fcin, mit bir ju lebcn, 
bid^ gu faffen, bid^ — S)a§ ift nun attcS ttjeggefd^nitten, unb 

10 id^ fcl^c bid^ l^icr! 

©gmpitt. 2Jlcin gt^unb, tt)cnn c§ bir tool^Itun lann, fo 
nimm bie SSerfii^erung, bafe im crftcn 9lugcn6Iidt mein ®Cs- 
/ mut bir cntgegenfam. Unb pre mxi). 2a^ unS ein rul^tgeS 
SBort unter einanber mec^feln. ©age mir: ift e§ ber ftrcnge, 

IS ernfte SBiHe beineS SSaterS, mid^ gu tfiten? 
f)ferbinanb. (Sr iff 3. 

egmpttt. S)iefe§ Urteil Mxt nxdi)t ein leereS ©d^redffiilb, 
mxi) gu angftigen, burd^ tSnx^t unb Srol^ung gu ftrafen, mid^ 
gu erniebrigen unb bann mit IonigIi(j^er ®nabe mid^ toiebcr 

20 aufgul^eben? 

gfetbittottb. 5Rein, a^ leiber nein! 9lnfang§ fd^meid^eltc 
id^ mir felbft mit biefcr auSmeii^enbcn C)offnung; unb f(i^on 
ba empfanb id^ ?lngft unb ©(^merg, bi(| in biefem 3uftanbe 
gu fel^en. 9lun ift e§ mirflid^, ift getoi^. 5Rein, x^ regiere 

25 mid^ ni(|t. SBer gibt mir eine ^ilfe, mx cinen 9iat, bem 
Unbermeiblii^en gu entgel^en? 

C^gmont. ©0 l^ore mi^. S3Benn beinc ©eele fo getoaltfam 
bringt, mid^ gu retten, menn bu bie ilberma(|t J)erQ6f(^euft, 
bie mxi) gefejfelt l^cilt, f o rette mid^ ! Die Slugenblidfe finb 

30 foftbar. S)u bift be§ ?lllgemaltigen ©ol^n unb felbft gemal- 
tig — Safe unS entfliel^en ! 3^ fenne bie SQBege; Die 2Bittel 
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lonncn bit nid^t utiBefannt [ein. 9{ur bicfc 5Kaucrn, nut 
tuenigc 9JiciIen entfernen mxi) Don meinen fjreunbcn. Sofe 
biefe Sanbc, bringc mx^ gu il^nen unb fei unfer. ®tm% bet 
Sfinig banft bit bereinft meinc Iftettung. 3ejt ift cr uber= 
xa\6)t unb t)iellei(j^t ift il^m allc^ unbefannt. S)em Sater ttjagt ; s 
unb bic 5IMajeftat mufe ba§®ef(^e]^ene biHigcn, menn fie fid^ an^ 
babor cntfc^ct 3)u benfft? O, benic tnir ben SBeg ber ^Jtei* 
l^eit au§! ©prid^ unb niil^re bic $of[nung ber lebenbigen ©eele. 

f)ferbinanb. ©(^meig! o f(|tr)eige! 2)u Dermel^rft mit 
}ebem SBorte meinc aSerjmeiflung. ^icr ift fein SluSmcg, lo 
lein 9iat leine fjlui^t, — 2)a§ qudit mxS), ba§ greift unb 
fa^t mix toxt mit Jf laucn bic Sruft. ^i) ^abe felbft ba§ 9le^ 
gufammengegogen; id^ lenne bic fttengen feften Jinoten; x6) 
mx% tt)ie ieber Sill^nl^eit/ jeber Sift bic 2Bege Derrennt finb; 
x6) fiil^Ie mid^ mit bit unb mit alien anbern gefeffclt. SBurbe is 
xi) flagen, l^dttc id^ xxx6)t alle§ Derfud^t? 3u feiuen fjii^cn 
l^abc xi) gelegcn, gcrebet unb gebeten. (Sr f(|idte mxi) l^ier^er, 
urn atle§, mag Don SebenSluft unb ^i^eubc mit mir lebt, in 
biefem SlugenblidEe gu gerftfiren. 

d^gmottt* Unb Icine SRettung ? 20 

gferbittanb. j^eine ! 

d^gmont (mit bem fjufec ftottH)fcnb). Jicinc SRcttung ! 

©ii^c§ ScbenI fd^one, frcunbli(i^e ©etool^nl^eit be§ 2)afein§ 
unb SBirfenS ! Don bit foil x6) f(|eiben ! ©0 gelaffen fd^eibcn! 
3lxi)t im Stumulte ber ©d^Iad^t, unter bcm ©erdufi^ ber 25 
SBaffen, in ber S^^ftteuung be§ ©etummcis gibft bu mir ein 
fliic^tigcS Sebctoo^I; bu nimmft feinen ciligen Stbfd^ieb, Der^ 
liirgeft ni(j^t ben 5lugenblicf ber Strennung. ^6) foil beine 
^anb faff en, bir nod^ einmal in bic 5lugen fel&n, beine 
©d^onc, bcinen SBert rcd^t lebl^aft fiil^Ien unb bann mid^ cnt= 30 
fd^Ioffen loSrei^en unb fagen : ^a^xt i)xn ! 
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gferbittottb. Unb i(| foil baneben fteljn, gufel^n, bid^ nid^t 
l^altcn, nid^t l^inbern lonncn ! O, tueld^e ©timme reid(|tc gur 
klaQtl SBcI(|e§ ^erg floffe nic^t au§ feinen Sanbcn Dor 
bkfem jammer ! 

5 egmpttt. 3^aj|e bid^ ! 

gfetbittottb. 2)u fann[t btd^ faf|en, bu lannft cntfogen, ben 
fi^ioercn ©c^ritt an bet ^anb ber Slotmenbigfeit l^elbentnafeig 
ge^n. SBa§ !ann id^? 2Ba§ fofl id^? S)u Ubeminbcft btc^ 
fclbft unb un§; bu uberftel^ft; xi) uberlcbe bid^ unb ntid^ 

10 [elbji* Set ber ^Sx^u'bt be§ Tlaf)U ^aV i^ mein St^t, im 
©etilmmcl ber ©^lad^t meine tJa^nc betloren. ©d^al/ber* 
morren, triib fd^eint mir bie S^funft. 

©gmpttt. 3}ii^9Ct tJ^^ii^l^r i^^tt ^ i^^^ ci^ fonberbareS 
©(^idffal guglei(| geminne unb berliere, ber fur mxi) bic 

IS Stobe§f(|merjen empftnbet, fur mxS) leibet, fiel^ mid^ in biefen 
2(ugenblidfen an; bu berlierft m'x^ nid^t. 2Bar btr mein 
Seben ein ©piegel, in meld^em bu bid^ gerne betrai^teteft, f o 
fet e§ au(^ mein Stob. 2)ie 9Jlenf(^en finb nid^t nur 3ufam» 
men, menu fie betfammen finb; aud^ ber 6ntfcrnte, ber 3lb« 

20 gefd^iebne lebt un§. 3f^ ^^^^ i^^i^/ ^^"^ ^^tie mir genug gelebt. 
@inc§ jeben Staged ^aV x6) mxS) gefreut; an jebem Stage mit 
raf(|er SBirlung meine ^flid^t getan, mie mein ©emiffen mir 
fie geigte. 9lun enbigt fi(| ba§ Seben, mie e§ fid^ frill^er, 
friil^er, fi^on auf bem ©anbe don ©rabelingen ptte enbigen 

25 !6nnen. ^^ l^fire auf, gu leben; aber id^ l^abe gelebt. ©0 
leb' au(| bu, mein gteunb, gem unb mit Suft unb fd^eue ben 
Stob nid^t. 

gferbittottb. Du l^dtteft bid^ fiir un§ erl^alten fonnen, er« 
l^alten foflen. S)u ^aft bic^ felber getotet. Oft l^ort* id^, 

30 menu fluge 3)idnner iiber bid^ fprad^en; feinbfelige, voofjU 
motlenbe, fie ftrittcn lang iiber beincn SBert; bod^ enblid^ t)er» 
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\ 
ctntfltcn pc \\(S), Icincr tuagf c§ gu Icuflticn, jcbcr gcftanb: 
ja, cr ttjanbcit ctncn gcfdl^rUd^cn aScg. SBic oft ttjunfd^f x(S), 
Hi) ttjarncn gu !onncn ! ^attcft bu bcnn !cinc gfrcunbc? 

@giti0nt. ^i) toax gcttjarnt. 

gferbinanb. Unb tt)ic \i) t)un!ttDcifc allc btcfc S3c[(]^ulbt= s 
gungcn tt)icbcr in bcr Slnflagc fanb unb bctnc Slntroortcn ! 
@ut genug, Vx6) gu entf d^ulbtgcn ; nt(^t trtfttg gcnug, bid^ 
Don bcr ©d^ulb gu befrcicn — 

@giti0nt* I)ic§ fei^ beifcttc gelegt. 6§ glaubt bcr 9Kcnf(]^ 
fcin Scbcn gu Icitcn, \x6) fclbft gu ful^rcn; unb fctn 3nncrftc§ lo 
tt)trb unioibcrftcl^nc!^ na6) fctncm ©d^tdfalc gcgogcn. Sa^ 
un§ barubcr ni(!^t [tnncn; btcfcr ©cbanfcn cntfc^Iag' xi) mxi) 
Uxi)t — f(^it)crcr bcr ©orgc fiir btcfcS Sanb; bod^ ani) bafur 
irDtrb gcf orgt fcin. ilann mcin Slut fiir Dicic flicfecn, mcincm 
SSoIfc gricbc bringcn, fo flicpt c§ millig. Scibcr toirb'S nid^t is 
fo tocrbcn. ^o6) c§ gicmt bcm 9Kcnf(^cn, nid^t mcl^r gu 
griibcin, too cr nid^t mcl^r ttjirfcn foil. Stannft bu bic bcr* 
bcrbcnbc ©cioalt bcincS 33atcr§ aufl^altcn, Icnfen, fo tu'§. 
S3Bcr tt)irb ba§ fonncn? — Scb' mol^U 

gferbinanb* ^i) !ann nid^t gcl^n. 20 

@giti0nt. Safe mcinc Scute bir aufg bcftc cmpfol^Icn fcin! 
3d^ l^abc gute 3Kcnfd^cn gu ©ienern; bap fie nid^t gerftrcut, 
ni(^t ungliidtlid^ toerbcn! SBic ftcl^t c§ urn SRid^arb, mcincn 
©d^rcibcr? 

gferbinanb. 6r ift bir borangegangcn. ©ie l^abcn il^n alS 25 
SKitfd^uIbigcn be§ ^od^bcrrats cnt]^aut)tct. 

@giti0itt. 9Irme ©ccic! — 9lod^ cin§, unb bann Icb' ttjol^l, 
id^ !ann nid^t mcl^r. S9Sa§ aud^ ben ©eift gcttjaltfam be* 
fd^dftigt, forbert bie 9latur gule^t bod^ untt)ibcrftel)lid^ il^re 
SRcd^tc; unb toie cin Jlinb, umiounben bon bcr ©d^Iangc, bc§ 30 
crquidtcnbcn ©d^IafS gcnicpt, fo legt bcr 3Kfibc fid^ nod^ cin^ 
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mat t)or bcr ^f orte bc§ 3:obc§ ntcbcr unb rul^t ttcf auS, al5 
ob er ctncn ttjciten SOBcg gu manbcrn l^dttc. — 3lo(S) einS — 
^i) fennc ein ^Kdbd^cn; bu tuirft [ic nid^t t)cra(3^ten, tt)eil pc 
mein tuar. 9lun id) fie bit empfcl^Ic, [tcrb* x6) rul^ig. 2)u 
5 btft ein ebler 3Kann; ein S3Beib, ba§ ben fiubet, ift geborgen.^ 
Sebt mein alter %Mp^? ift er frei? 

gferbinaitb. 5)er muntre @rei§, ber (Su(3^ gu ^ferbe immer 
begleitete? 

@gitiont. ©erfelbe. 
lo gferbinanb. @r lebt, er ift frei. 

©gmottt. 6r ttjeip il^re SBol^nung; la^ ixi) bon il^m 
fUl^ren unb lol^n' il^m bi§ an fein 6nbe, bafe er bir ben S33cfl 
ju biefem Stleinobe jeigt. — Seb' ttjol^l! 

Sferbinanb. '^i) gel^e nid^t. 

IS @g1tlont (t^n na(]^ bcr 2:Ur brangcnb). Seb' iTDOl^I! 

gferbinanb. O, la^ mxi) no(^! 
@giti0nt. tJreunb, !einen Slbfd^ieb. 

((Sr begleitet ^erbinanben bid an bie XUr unb reiBt [\^ bort toon il^nt loS. 
gcrbinanb, bctaubt, cntfcmct fic^ cttcnb.) 

©gmottt (aiictn). tJeinbfeliger SWann! I)u glaubteft nid^t, 
mir biefe SQSol^Itat burd^ beinen ©ol^n gu erjeigen. S)ur(i^ 

2o il^n bin xi) ber ©orgen Io§ unb ber ©d^mergen, ber gfurd^t 
unb jebeS dngftlid^en ©efiil^IS. ©anft unb bringenb f orbert 
bie 9latur il^ren le^ten 3ofl- 6^ ift borbei, e§ ift bef (i^Ioff en I 
unb tt)a§ bie le^te 5lad^t mxi) ungett)i$ anf meinem fiager 
ttjad^enb l^ielt, ba§ fd^Idfert nun mit unbegroinglici^er ©emife- 

25 l^eit meine ©innen ein. 

(St fc^t ftd^ aufS 9tu^ebett. SWufif.) 

©tifeer ©d^laf ! 5)u fommft mie ein reineS ©lildf, ungebetcn, 
unerfle^t am milligften. 2)u lofeft bie ilnoten ber ftrengen 
©ebanfen, t)ermifd[)eft aHe SSilDer ber tJreube unb beg 
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©(^merges; unge^inbcrt flic^t bcr ^rci§ tnncrer ^armoniccn, 
unb eitiflel^ullt in flefdiligcn SSal^nfinn, bcrfinfcn tt)tr unb 
l^oren auf, gu fein. 

((£r entfd^lftft ; bte tD'^uftl begleitet feinen @(!^tutntner. Qinttt feinent Sager fcj^eint 
ft(^ bte aRauer su er5ffnen, eine glfin6enbe (Srfd^einung a^igt ftc^. 3)ie ^cei^eit in 
l^immlifd^etn ^etvanbe, bon einer 5^(ar^eit umflofTen, rnfit auf einer S8o(fe. @ie l^at 
bte 3"9« bon Slarc^en unb netgt fic^ gegen ben fc^lafenben ^etben. ©ie briltft eine 
bebauembe ©m^flnbung au^, fie fi^eint il^n ju beflagen. ©alb faftt fte ficft, unb 
niit aufmunternber ©ebfirbe jeigt Tw i^ni baS 93ilnbel ^feile, bann ben ©tab niit 
bem ^ute. ©ie t)d^t i^n frol^ fein, unb inbem fie il^nt anbeutet, bag fein Xob ben 
^robinaen bte gveibeit berfd&affen werbe, erfennt fte il^n alS ©teger unb reid&t iftm 
einen Sorbeerfrana. SBie fie ficb mit bem Sranje bem ^au^te nal^et, mo(ftt ©gmont 
eine ©ettjegung, ioie einer, ber ficb im ©(ftlafe regt, bergeftalt, bafe er mtt bem ®e* 
fid&t onfraarts gegen fte liegt. ©ie b«It ben Srana ilber fetnem ^au^Jte ftftjoebenb; 
man l&brt ganj t»on toeitem eine friegertfc^e SWufil bon Xrommetn unb ^fetfen ; bei 
bem leifeften 2aut berfelben berf(ftttJtnbet bte ©rfcftetnung. 3)er ©iftatt toirb ftarfet. 
(Jgmont erroac^t ; hai ®efangnt§ toirl) bom SWorgen mafeig erftettt ©eine erfte 
Setoegung ift, nacft bem ^aubte au greifen ; ei* ftebt auf unb fteftt ficft um, inbem 

er bie $anb auf bem ^aubte f>tfialty 

3Scrf(J^it)unbcn ift bcr ^rang! 2)u ]i)'6r\t^ Stlb, bag 2x^t 
be§ 3:a9C§ ^at Hi) t)erf(i^eu(i^et! ^a, fie maren'g, fie ttjarcn s 
bcreint, bie beiben fiifeeften tJreuben meineS ^ergen§. 2)ie 
gottlic^e i^xtxtjtxt, t)on tneiner ©eliebten borgte fie bie ©eftalt; 
bag reigenbe 9Jldb(^en f leibete fid^ in ber gteunbin l^immlifd^eg 
©eroanb. 3fn einem ernften 2lu9enbUcf erf(i^einen fie t)ereini8t, 
ernfter al§ lieblid^. Wxi blutbeflecften ©o^Ien trat fie t)or lo 
mir auf, bie ttjel^enben gcilten be§ ©aumeS mit Slut beflecft. 
6§ ttjar mein 33Iut unb bieler (Sbein Slut. 5lein, eg ttjorb 
nid^t umfonft bergoffen. ©(^reitet bur(^! Srabeg 3SoIf ! 2)ie 
©iegeggottin ful^rt bid^ an! Unb tt)ie bag 3Keer burd^ cure 
2)dmme bri(^t, fo bred^t, fo reipt ben S3BaI[ ber 3:^rannei gu* 15 
fammen unb fc^ttjemmt erfdufenb fie bon il^rem ©runbe, ben 

fie fid^ anmapt, ttJeg! (Xrommeln nailer.) 

^or(^! ^ord^! 2Bie oft rief mid^ biefer ©d)all gum freien 
©(^ritt na^ bem fjelbe beg ©treitg unb beg ©iegg! SQSie 
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munter tratcn bic ©cfSl^rtcn auf bcr gefai^tltd^cn, tfll^mnc^^cw 
Sal^n! ^ni) ii) \6)xt\k ctncm d^rcnbollcn SCobc au5 bicfcm 
Sitxttx cntgcgcn; x6) ftcrbc ftir bic grcil^eit, filr bic id^ Icbtc 
unb f od^t unb bcr xi) mxi) jc^t Icibcnb opfrc. 

($er 4^intergrunb mirb tnit einer ffiti^t f^anif(^er ^otbaten befet^t, toetc^e ^eOebat* 

bett ttagen.) 

5 3a, fiil^rt fic nur gufammcnl ©d^Ilcfet cure Scil^cn, il^r 
fd^redt mxi) nxi)t 3d^ bin gciDol^nt, bor ©t)ccrcn gcflcn 
©pcerc ju ftcl^n unb, rings umgebcn t)on bcm brol^cnbcn Sob, 
ba§ mutigc Scbcn nur boppcit xa\(S) gu ffll^Icn. 

(2:tommeItt.) 

^\6) fd^Iiefet bcr gcinb t)on alien ©cttcn clnl @S Blinlcn 
10 ©d^iDcrter; S^reunbe,^ pl^crn 9KutI 3m Sildtcn l^abt il^r 
eitern, SBeiber, ffinber! 

(9(uf bie aSac^e aeigenb.) 

Unb bicfc treibt ein ^o^Ie§ SOSort bc§ ^crrfd^crS, nici^t il^r 
©cntilt! ©d^ii^t cure ©liter ! Unb cuer SiebfteS* ju errcttcn, 
fallt freubig, tt)ie x6) t\xi) ein S9eift)iel gebe. 

(Xtotnmein 8Bie er ouf bie SBacJ^e toiS unb auf bie ^intertilr sugel^t, fflfft bet 
tBor^ang ; Die SRufil f&at ein unb fc^UeBt mit einer ©iegesftjuip^onie baS @til(LJ 
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1555 Charles V. abdicates the government of the 
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1563. March 11. Orange, Horn, and Egmont unite in 
a letter of remonstrance to the king. 
December. Fool's-cap livery adopted by noble- 
men. 
x\66, April. The "Beggars' League" formed. 

August. Riots of the Image-breakers. 
i^Sy. April. Last interview between Orange and 
Egmont. Orange leaves the Netherlands for 
Germany. 
August. The Duke of Alva enters Brussels. 
September 9. Treacherous arrest of Egmont. 
December. Margaret of Parma leaves the 
Netherlands. 
<56S, June 5. Execution of Egmont and Horn at 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 



The standard text of Egniont is that edited by Professor Jakob 
Minor of Vienna for the great Weimar edition of Goethe's works, 
contained in the eighth volume of that series. Professor Minor's 
text is based upon Goethe's " final edition " of 1827, though corrected 
by a fundamental study and comparison of the manuscripts and 
earlier original editions. In the case of one or two readings, Minor' 
subsequently recommended changes in the Weimar text, which are 
incorporated in this edition. Minor was unfortunately not in pos' 
session of a reprint of the first Cotta edition of 1807 which contrib- 
uted certain errors to all later texts. These have been amended 
in the present work. For a description of manuscripts and original 
editions, and a list of variant readings, see the supplement to 
Minor's text, pp. 340 ff. 

Goethe's letters (indexed), diaries, and autobiography, all of 
which shed much light upon Egmont^ can be consulted in the Wei- 
mar edition. A useful text of the Italian Journey ^ with index and 
notes, is that of DUntzer in the Hempel edition of Goethe, vol. 24. 
The Conversations with Goethe edited by von Biedermann (10 vol- 
umes, indexed. Leipzig, 1889-1896) offer further original material. 
Among biographers of Goethe, Ileinemann, as always, is a cleai 
and helpful authority for essential facts in condensed form (K. 
Heinemann, Goethe^ 2d ed., Leipzig, 1899. Vol. 2, pp. 14-23) 
Bielschowsky's Goethe (Munich, 1898) discusses Egmont in the 
twenty-third chapter of the first volume. Richard M. Meyer's 
sprightly work on Goethe (2d ed. Berlin, 1898) devotes the four- 
teenth chapter to Egmont, Of interest is also the treatment in 
Herman Grimm's The Life and Times of Goethe (translated by 
S. H. Adams, 4th ed., Boston, 1893). An especially interesting chap- 
ter on Egmont as a stage-drama is found in Bulthaupt's Drama- 
turgie der Klassiker (vol. i, 8th ed., Oldenburg, 1902). Schiller's 

* Also his later edition in KUrschner's D. N. L., vol. 102. 
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review of Egmont is reprinted exactly after the original in the sixth 
volume of Goedeke*s critical edition of Schillers sdmmiliche Schrif- 
ten^ Stuttgart, 1869. Motley's Rise of the Dutch Republic is found 
in many editions ])y various publishers. A useful condensation in 
one volume by W. E. Griffis, The Studenfs Motley , supplied with 
illustrations and notes, is published in New York (Harpers, 
1898). 

Among annotated editions (with more or less extended introduc- 
tion) contained in collected editions of Goethe's works may be 
mentioned that by Schroer in Kiirschner's Deutsche National' 
LitteratuTf vol. 89, by Geiger in Grote's edition (Berlin), vol. 4, by 
Strehlke in the Hempel edition of Goethe, vol. 7, and by Matthias 
in the edition of Goethe's works published by the Bibliographisches 
Institut (Leipzig), vol. 7. 

A number of separate editions of the play, with helpful com- 
mentary, are in existence, among which may be especially noted : 

L. ZUm. Egmont; mit Erlduterungen, 6th ed., Paderbom, 1903, 
containing a discussion of the drama as a whole, analytical ques- 
tions upon each scene, and a list of themes for essays and reports. 
Less complete is Gast's Goethes Egmont, Gotha, 1890. To be noted 
are the elaborate English critical and historical edition by Buch- 
heim (4th ed., Oxford, 1899) and the learned and helpful American 
editions of Primer, Winkler, and Deering. 

For a list of special treatises upon Egmont, see Goedeke's Grund- 
riss zur Geschichte der deutschen Dichtung, 2d ed., vol. 4, pt. i, 
pp. 676-677. This list is supplemented each year by the Goethe- 
/ahrbuch (Frankfurt am Main. Edited by L. Geiger). For Minor's 
careful study of the time of composition of the play judged from 
the style of the various scenes, see Die Grenzboten, 42, 361. An ex- 
tended treatise and analysis is that of P. Klaucke, Berlin, 1887. 
DUntzer's Goethe's Egmont erlautert (4th ed., Leipzig, 1891) con- 
tains much illustrative information. Frick's Wegweiser durch die 
klassischen Schuldramen (Pt. i, Gera und Leipzig, 1892) offers a 
very full analysis of the dramatic structure. VoUmer, in vol. 1 1 of 
Kuenen und Evers* Die deutschen Klassiker erlautert (Leipzig, 1895) 
gives a most convenient collection of original testimony as to the 
composition of the drama, arranged in chronological order. 



NOTES. 

pcrfonett. 
Page 2« — I, 2, 3. Approximate pronunciation: **Soosi**; 

ACT I. 

2lrmbruPf^te§ert. 

Tradesmen of Brussels and soldiers — all in cheerful holiday 
spirits — are discovered at their great annual shooting-match, con- 
testing for the highest prize of the year and the title, " King of the 
Archers." This popular scene must be read in a broad, hearty 
style. 

Page 8« — I. Strmbntftfc^ie^eit ; competitive shooting with the 
crossbow was the most popular of all out-of-door German sports 
during the sixteenth century ; even the nobles came to prefer these 
prize-contests with " citizens " to the more aristocratic tournaments 
of the older days of chivalry. There is a very interesting chapter 
on this subject (X: !Dic SBaffcnfcjlc \it^ ©iirgcrS) in Frey tag's lu8 
bcm 3a^r^unbcrt bcr 9icformatton. 

2. ba^ t^ atte wirb, to a finish! 

3. ^rei 9iiitge fc^tvar^, a shot three circles inside a black en- 
closing ring upon the target. 

4. VXXt 2^age (accusative plural), your life-long, 

5. tuSr' ifl^, / rather think I am. Cf. Curme's Grammar^ 169, 

2, A, (i), c. . 

6. ^titfd^tneifteY, a sort of merry andrew, dressed in fool's cos- 
tume, and carrying a sword of thin wood (^rttfc^c). He bows four 

times to show that Buyck has hit within the fourth ring. In 
Henne am Rhyn's ^ulturgcjdjid^tc (ist ed., 2, 191) is a good picture 
of one Wolff gang Dorsch, a typical $ritj(^mclficr of the 17th 
century. 
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Page 4« — I. 9BiC Cr anltqt, as soon as he aims. 

2. 0^ne $Y&ittbi5, ivithout prejudicing (our customs). Schiller 
thought that this passage was very typical of the . old-fashioned 
ways of the North-Hollanders. 

Page 6.— I. $aben . . . getoeint; a vivid account of Charles, » 
abdication in favor of his son Philip is given in Motley's Rise of the 
Dutch Republic^ Part I, chapter I. 

2. feitt was formerly used as auxiliary in the passive, and is still 
employed, as here, after U^oIIen. 

Page 6. — I. @(aiit)t Cuintin, @(rakieUn(ieit, battles fought 

against the French: the former in 1557, the latter in 1558. See 
Motley, Part I, chapter II. 

2. aKein, i. e., not the English allies mentioned a little later by 
the same speaker. 

3. @gmont, dative. 

4. ^Uttfe tntt ^Uttfe ; nouns not preceded by articles are unin- 
ttected when connected by prepositions. 

Page 7.— I. ttie fie bai8 Gaffer fc^meif ten, as soon as they had 

a taste of the water; cf . page 4, note i . 

2. beiblebtg, used to both land and water, amphibious. 

3. Weggefc^offen Wie bie @nten ; Goethe probably took some of 
the features in this account not found in the histories of the Neth- 
erlands from a sturdy old satirical Swiss ballad about the battle 
of Murten (i477)» describing the defeat of ,,bte SScIfd^ctt/' and con- 
taining the lines: 

(Sin flrojc ©d&aar Ucf in ben ©cc, 
SBtemol)! jtc ni4)t mot^t burflen. 

8ie mateten brin biS an ba§ ^inn, 
^ennot^ f4)o^ man fafl au i^nn, 
^18 ob fie entcn mfircn. 

(Contained in Vol. I of !Dc§ ^nabeu SBunber^orn, 2nd ed.. No. 27.; 

4. bie toelfc^e ajlajeftfit, King Henry II. of France. 

5. bai8 ^fStC^en reid^en, put up his little pa%v (like an obedient 
dog). 

6. 3a, t^ ^at fi(^, ironical, O yes! weUl believe that! (Deering.) 
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Page 8.— I. tiltteftttttbfc^fttteft; there are frequent instances of 
idiomatic rhyming or alliterative couplets in Egmont^ for instance : 
fd^alten unb toalten, ^angen unb bangen^ greunb unb g^inb, 9lat unb 
Xat, Scgc unb @tcgc. 

2. bie neuen $fa(men; the psalmody of the sixteenth century 
was a great factor in the spread of Protestantism, and psalm-sing- 
ing was often prohibited. Richard Watson tells of a French 
tradesman who, when an officer showed him the sweeping edict of 
the king, wrote at the bottom of the act the first lines of the 
version of Psalm xxxiv : 

Jamais ne cesserai 

De magnifier le Seigneur : 

En ma bouche aural son honneur 

Tant que vivant serai. 

3. tl^Vev, object in "partitive genitive," referring to ^fatmcn, 

4. pe=„blcjicnigcn, Don ttjcld^cn 'b^% SJcrbot au«gcgangcn ijt" 

5. eilt geifitUll4(ed) fiicb ; the "good old" neuter adjective forms 
without *cd are very common in Egmont^ e. g.: cin anbfr ©efod^, 
fcin golbcn "^Wt^, bur(^ gut @(u(f, cln fraftig ?icb, ungctoafd^cn HRauI, 
jcln flc^cnb Slugc, ttjctd^ @crid)t, :c., :c. 

6. (ji^t XMiXC^ Kcbcr feilt, one prefers to let it alone. 
Page 9«— I. cilt tiV^ZX @(e!Bll^, another sort of ragout. 

Page 10. — I. ^thlithtn, fallen (on the field of battle). 

2. fcin^ ^agc, cf. page 3, note 4. 

3- 3Sie Wir ♦ . . U$ toaten; in 1561 Margaret of Parma, the 
Regent of the Netherlands, had secured the withdrawal of the 3000 
troops which had been quartered in the Low Countries. Other 
idiomatic accusative constructions in Egmont similar to 55cfa^ungcn 
are: al8 tt)ir fic fouft gcttjo^ut ttjarcn (64, 12); tci9> l^cutigc ©cjd^lcd^t 
tt)trb btcfcn 3ammcr nid^t I08 (97, 19). 

4. %t% I say! 

5. JBejier^ (£t flll^, make a fool of yourself (not of me!). 

Page !!• — i. ^anon, canon^ a form of vocal music in which 
different parts take up the same melody one after another^ some- 
what as in Scotland* s Burning or Three Blind Mice, 
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In this fine introductory scene, cleverly worked up from a state- 
ment of the historian Strada that Egmont was a sure shot, we are 
given a clear idea of the state of public feeling, and of the difficult 
practical problems on hand. We have a direct view of the Dutch 
people, convivial, open, and brave ; we gain indirect impressions of 
Margaret, prudent but bigoted; of Philip, narrow and intolerant; 
of Orange, tenacious and broad-minded; and, especially, of Eg- 
mont's splendid bravery in war, and his immense popularity. The 
hope of better conditions is seen to lie in the younger nobility. 



Palaft ber Hegentitt. 
Pag'e 11.— 2. fcitt = fcten. 

3. Utnftettett (inseparable), to shut in. 

4- Scljircr = ^rebiger. 

Pag'e 12. — I. Sinnen; Goethe prefers the weak plural. The 
form @inne found here in the Weimar edition comes from an in- 
ferior text. ©Inncn is now obsolete. 

2. ttlir ^ro^en, changed in 1807 from ttJir ©rog/J. 

Page 13. — I. !3c^ er^al^Ie, JC; this description is almost a 
literal translation from Strada's Latin history. Our picture is from 
Hooft's Nederlandsche HistorieUy a work studied by Goethe as 
early as 1775. 

2. S^er^ei^ett, ceremonial plural. 

Page 14. — I. This passage is of interest as being the only 
one which we know to have been completed as early as 1776. 
Probably in January of that year Goethe wrote to Frau von Stein: 
„®e^t mtr auc^ trie SJiargreten Don ^^arma : Id^ fel)e Diel tjoraus ba« 
id) nldjt anbern fann." 

2. Sebe; in the eighteenth century jeb« could be used in the 
plural. 

3. fjfticbe \ this old form is still allowed in a few expressions 
without an article, but it is almost always replaced at present by 
grlcbcn. 
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Page 15.— I. bat ^oMf fetten Xnn' ttttb &lmUn t^aUtn 

fantt; compare the remark attributed to a certain legislator: ''The 
Decalogue has no place in American politics." 

2. ben ttftd^fitett beftettSBeg, i. e., the Church of Rome. 

Page 16.— I. ^aS ftbtige • • • geBett, M^ rest would easily 

follow {of its own accord). 

2. SeUne^mttttg, now replaced by Scltiial^mc. 

Page 17. — I. (Sgrnont; from the town of the same name (Eg- 
mond) lying on the coast northwest of Amsterdam. 

2. ^tVbtXVif Gelderlandy the district to the east of Utrecht. 

3. bie netteit Sbveeit, see introduction, page XXV. 

Page 18.— I. @eitt Q^ettliffen • . • @)liege(, his conscience has 
an accommodating mirror^ i. e., it reflects everything in the most 
agreeable light. 

2. t^ merbe flli^ flJ^on ge^en, it will follow of itself in due 
timey he thinks, 

3. bai^ aHeiS SBid^tige (eld^t be^anbett; the kernel of Egmont's 

" tragic guilt." 

4* feitt golbeit ^X\Z^\ this order, considered the highest in 
Christendom, had been bestowed on him by Philip's father, Charles 
the Fifth. In the last scene of Act Third, Egmont tells of the 
privileges and immunities which went with this decoration. 

Page 19. — I. emflfutbUli^, sensitive (as to any harsh criticism 
of his public acts). 

In this scene is the first appearance of Margaret of Parma, whose 
words increase our respect and sympathy for her. Her own "in- 
tolerance" is of the better sort, based on deep religious feeling. 
Under the stem authority of her half-brother, the king, she is 
forced to use harsh measures which her best judgment disapproves. 
The lawlessness of the mob causes her the utmost agitation and 
concern. Margaret's private secretary Machiavell (not to be con- 
founded with the Italian statesman Machiavelli) serves as mouth- 
piece for public opinion, in opposing the aggressions of Spain, and 
demanding religious liberty. We are given a deep and tragic im- 



\ 
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pression of Egmont's frivolous irresponsibility, overweening confi- 
dence, and reckless imprudence in furthering public disturbances, 
all of which is in striking contrast to the prudence, silence, and 
firmness of William of Orange. 



Biirgerttaus. 

Page 19» — 2. fefttttbiert, sings a second part. 

Page 20* — I. Seibftitff, favorite piece; 2cib* often indicates 
that which is especially " near " to one. 

2. geril^ret ; gef^iclt, note the participle in sharp commands. 

3. ttttttlinig, as usually, angrily. 

Page 21.— I. aidft Wti ilBel bran, I feel badly. 

Page 22. — I. $((l^, )»a» ift^d eitt SRantt, Ah, what a man he isi 

Page 28* — i. S^yringindfelb, one who acts on sudden impulse. 
Madcap, 

2. 3^^4f^ bu • • • an ? the Eternal Feminine asserts itself here, 
in spite of scruples and protestations. 

Page 24. — i. bon feinen Seutcn = einige Don {etnen SeutetL 

2. ntid^ flberlicf ^S, I felt creepy all over. 

Page 26.— I. lieberUd^, disreputable, 

2. ^iftOtie, story; pronounce $Hsto'*rl=C. 

Here enters Klarchen, with her energetic will, unbridled spirit, 
and boundless Infatuation for Egmont. With moderate compunc- 
tion she deceives Brackenburg, her devoted and gentle-spirited 
lover. His susceptibility proves a source of wretched torment, and 
leads to the utter paralysis of his best energies. The mother has 
a mother's natural scruples against her daughter's reckless attach- 
ment, but is too weak to assert any strong moral protest. In the 
background rises the rapidly gatliQring storm gf poUtical revolution. 
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ACT II. 

plafe in Bruffcl. 

Page 27. — I. $ta^ in SSrilffet; this scene, showing an excited 
crowd being changed into a wild mob, owes very much to the 
second scene of the third act of Shakespeare's /«//«j Casar, 

2. auf ber ^Vitl\tf at the guild. The trade-unions were highly 
organized in the middle ages, and had their regular places of 
meeting, often magnificent buildings of their own. 

Page 28.— I. Xobaf, now Xabaf. 

2. Sht^BStte, mustaches^ contemptuously of the Spanish soldiers, 
who cultivated this military ornament. 

3. fo tOOtten ♦ ♦ • tragett, we will take the very best care of her, 

4. ^0 . ♦ ♦ ©ried^enlattb, here come the Seven Sages of Greece 1 
(Ironical.) 

5. @elit eu4 tnit bem ttili^t aB, have nothing to do with that 
(fellow). 

Page 29.— I. (ifttf^t • • • 9(bt)ofatett ittiS $attbttierf, makes a 

cheap botch of lawyers* business, 

2. SSrantttWeinsa^f, lit., "brandy-bung"; trans., sot, 

3. Retire, older form for ^crr. 

4. er ^iett auf bie rarftett ^M^tX, his heart was set on {getting) 
the scarcest books, 

5. (^^rfurd^t fftr i^rett %^x^tn, usually (Sl^rfurd^t oor ll^rcm 
gftrpcru 

6. fiber bie 84nur l^auett, ^<fw i?z/<fr M<f line; exceed his 
authority. 

7. ^ie ^idditn, the Estates: a parliamentary council made up 
of representatives of the nobles, the clergy, and the cities. 

8. £anbft&ttbe, synonym for ©taatcit. 

Page 80.— I. ^erfommett, usages ; traditions, 

2. fiber bai^ ^erfSumttid ; where the idea of time is combined 
with that of cause, iibcr usually governs the dative. 

3. itl 3^^^^ = beijcitcn, betimesy before it is too late. 
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Page 81.— I. start ber SHifint, etc. Charles the Bold, Duke 
of Burgundy, died 1477; Emperor Frederick III. of Germany (died 
1493) came to the rescue of his beleaguered son Maximilian, but 
was for the rest a peaceful character; he is represented otherwise 
by Vansen for demagogic effect; Emperor Charles the Fifth, 
1519-1556. 

2. S9iCr whenever; cf. page 4, note i. 

3. galien • * * l^erattiS ; for instance, the citizens of Bruges made 
a hostage of Maximilian, the son of Frederick III., in 1488. 

Page 82. — i. ben ^iaaX, the constitution, 
2. ^jinbel, (as usually) disturbancesy a row. 

Page 88. — I. ©ela^rten, older form of ©clel^rten, with some 

color of that traditional deference which is generally accorded to 
the "scholar" in European society. 

Page 84. — I. @Utei$ ^zM^zn^^ adverbial genitive, of -what 
trade {are you) ? ^tx6)tXi is the emblem of a trade ; cf. the opening 
words of Shakespeare's y«//« J Caesar. 

2. :34 bcrgeffe niemanbett Iciti^t ; this gift is also emphasized in 

Goethe's Gotz, Schiller's Wallenstein^ etc. 

3. ilbcl ♦ ♦ ♦ angcfii^neben, " in the black-list:' 

4- ftftttfern, kick up rows, 

5. ffi^arrcn . ♦ ♦ naii^, scrape up. 

Page 85. — I. ^ai? (ftgt ber ^iJnig tuo^I fein, the King takes 

good care to keep clear of that; cf. page 8, note 6. 

In this important Shakespearian scene Goethe succeeds in the 
hard task of bringing the whole Dutch people, so to speak, on the 
stage, giving a lively impression of the growing ferment of rebellion 
which is at work all over the land, and which the lawless classes 
are eagerly helping along. While the crowd is typical of the en- 
tire people, each person is a clearly drawn individual : Vansen, a 
cheap demagogue, whose low appeals soon work up the " easy " 
crowd into a tornado of violence; the carpenter, conservative and 
decent; Soest, discontented and talkative; the soap-maker, timid; 
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Jetter, cowardly. Egmont comes in against the background of 
disorder and violence, like a rainbow upon a black sky. His 
splendid imposing presence, as well as his well-known interest in 
the Dutch people immediately quell the rising mob. (Compare the 
passage in the yEneid^ I, 148-153.) Equally effective are the vivid 
touches at the end, by which an idea is given of the appalling 
horror which overhangs the whole country. 

€gmonts IDotjnung. 

Page 37*— I. Sent mag^i^ ttOd^ l^ittgel^tt, Ut it pass in his case! 

Page 89.— I. ©nabettgel^alte ; bcr %^^\if pi. bic ©exalte, which 

was the usual form in the i8th century, is not infrequent in South 
German now, but is elsewhere replaced by baS @e^alt, pi. bic 
@e^dtter« 

Page 40,— I. ®iB mir bctt SJrief ; it is generally believed that 
Goethe had in mind the fatherly advice given him by the poet 
Klopstock in regard to his wild pranks during the early months of 
his life at Weimar. Goethe's rather sharp letter in answer to 
Klopstock's reproofs is printed in the Weimar edition under the 
date May 21, 1776. 

2. bai^ ift meitt ©lilcf, note the "tragic irony": what Egmont 
believes to be his "good fortune" is the very thing which is to 
wreck his life. 

3. ber neuett (ebSii^tigett $of^^abett§, the new-fashioned, 

cautious tempo set by this court. 

Page 41, — I. bic altCtl SRard^en, see introduction, page XXV. 

2. nttttamett, absurd name ; i. e. " les Gueux" the beggars. 

3. beiS 3ltt* ttttb %Vl^^\tlitn^f dressing and undressing. Goethe 
tells somewhere of an Englishman who committed suicide in order 
to get rid of this tiresome everyday routine. 

Page 42. — i. Sd^enfe mir, dispense with, ^Uutout.^^ 

2. ^itb ? ^ittb ! . . ♦ WOl^er cr fam. This passage forms the 
close of Goethe's autobiography. According to the (somewhat 
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doubtful) account which he gives there, he quoted these words 
(which he says had been written a short time before) in taking 
summary leave of Demoiselle Delf, a managing elderly friend 
who insisted on preventing his removal to Weimar early in 
November, 1775. 

3. Cltt fct&ft tieirfel^Iter Sd^ritt, a misstep of my own. 

Page 48. — I. frci, disengaged, 

2. getaffett, calmly; a favorite word of Goethe's, especially in 
his mature years of " classic serenity/* 

Page 44* — i. S^vMit^^ Hercules^ doing menial service for the 
Lydian queen, Omphale, spun wool for her, while she wore his 
lion's skin. 

2. ^Uttfetl^of, spinning-circle. 

3. Unterl^attett = aUiSl^alten, ertragett, endure; rare in this sense. 

4. itl aftctt f^amilieitkierpitniffett ; Margaret was connected with 
the Italian families of Medici and Famese, which lived in continual 
strife with each other. 

5- %^t fle'l^aBt prUlftretett fcl^tt, notice the syntax. 

6. $(aneu, the plural of $Ian is now $tdne. 

7. iene ^inbetnii^; in the i8th century this word was also 
neuter ; now regularly so. 

Page 46* — i. ^attiet, standard; pronounce in two syllables. 
Page 49, — I. tlttgteifltr unfairly; unjustly. 

Page 60.— I. eitt frettitbtid^ SRittet, i. e., the society of 

Klarchen. Schiller was much scandalized at the unconcern shown 
here by the " hero " at a time of supreme national peril. It is easy 
to sympathize with Schiller's view. 

The "demonic" element (according to Goethe, the central 
feature in this tragedy), by which Egmont is borne along, in blind 
and reckless confidence, to surrender his will to his easy natural 
instincts in spite of plain and frequent warnings, is fully developed, 
as well as the fact that Egmont's natural instincts are generous and 



P 62-66] NOTES. 125 

good-natured. The latter part of the scene (based on fact) gives 
the only appearance which Orange makes on the stage, and furnishes 
a clear impression of his insight, courage, devotion, and friendship. 



ACT III. 

Palafi ber Hegenttn. 
Page 62. — I. bcr gar feitie 9iaifon imttiinittt, who will not put 

up with any argufying. 

2. fertig ttierbett, set things to rights. 

3. ttttb if^ mddtte mid^ tieirftelKett, and I (you think) wish to 

dissimulate I 

Page 68.— I. atif bicfer %alfttt gettiirft fSl^e ; it is conceivable 

that Goethe took the hint for this passage from Letter XLIII in 
the first volume of Richardson's Clarissa Harlowe^ where the 
heroine gives a description of an imagined family council. 

2. Sotebatter, i. e., Alva; his title was Ferdinando Alvarez de 
Toledo. 

Page 64. — I. fd^ief, crooked, i. e., not straightforward. 
(Buchheim.) 

Page 66. — I. ttier^i^ l^ergeBtaii^t l^at, one who has made it a 
second nature by habit. 

Margaret is irritated, wounded, and sensitive at the judgment 
passed in Madrid, that she has failed in her government of the 
Netherlands. She knows how conscientiously she has carried her 
responsibilities, and believes that any lack of success is due to 
ignorant interference. She shows political foresight and dignity 
of character. Philip's narrow policy of hard repression is fore- 
shadowed, as well as the appearance of the Duke of Alva, and his 
method of gradually crowding the Regent out of her place of 
authority. 
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"Kl&td^ens IDoI^nttng. 

Page 56.— I. ?Jrctlbt»0tt . . . fcnt; this airy song, which has 
no particular grammatical " construction," is a lyric phrasing of the 
delights and torments of romantic passion (like Emerson's " Love, 
red Love, with tears and joy"), plus the comment that "all other 
pleasures are not worth its pains." Professor Curme has pointed 
out the similarity to a beautiful passage of the Minnesinger Wal- 
ther von der Vogelweide: 

trdren unde wesen frd, 

sanfte ziirnen, sire siienen, dels der minne 

reht : diu herzelSebe wil als6. (Lachmann, 70, ^S.) 

The facsimile is from Goethe's manuscript of the play in the Royal 
Library in Berlin, from which is also taken the manuscript title to 
this book. 

2. Sattgett, yearning; this old infinitive is very rare alone, but 
familiar in the compound, k)er=Iangeiu 

3. ^eio^O^eiO, ^' Sleep-baby-sUep song'^ 

4. ff^Iafen, note the infinitive depending upon kuiegeit, which 
seems to have escaped the notice of grammarians; it is probably a 
corrupted present participle. 

Page 68, — I. ^Vi%t\iZ% at times; cf. page 30, note 3. 

Page 59. — I. ftcl^t in cincm ^rai^ttgett ^(eibe ba; this whole 

scene was closely imitated by Walter Scott in Kenilworth^ chapter 
7, as Goethe himself easily detected. 

2. flltttttfll^ )tt fOQIinftt^ to come in Spanish court-dress ; in the front- 
ispiece, which was prepared in Rome by Angelika Kauffmann, Eg- 
mont's costume is much plainer than is usual on the stage. 

3. ^affetnentarbeit, passementerie ; elaborate trimmings of braid 
and beads. 

4. mit 9Jlil^^ ttttb ^fcift ; the motto of the Order of the Golden 
Fleece was, Pretium laborum non vile. 

Page 60.- 1, fftr fie = fflr ba« 5!?ot!. 

Page 61.— I. 3<ft Wnntc ♦ ♦ . nii^t ftnben, / coitld never get 

to feel at home in that world. 
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Page 62. —I. 3rttet QEgmottt, i. e., the Egmont who has to bear 
the burdens of public office. 

2. ij^m . . . Beifomittettr get the better of him, 

3* b e i tt C^gntont, i. e., the Egmont you are aquainted with. 

4. auf, after, 

Klarchen confidently asserts the "natural rights" of the 
emotions; the magnificent Egmont responds to the claim, in spite 
of any established codes of conduct or differences in social rank. 

ACT IV. 

Stragc. 

Pago 68* — I tlOlt 9{ettem, about anything new; "de novis 
rebus," (Minor.) 

Page 64.— I. eiite anbrc 9[rt kiott ^eBfett, lit., "another sort 

of crabs"; trans., an altogether different thing. The expression 
(used elsewhere by Goethe) is said to be taken from a Dutch 
proverb: "*Here*s another sort of crabs,' quoth the farmer, as he 
carried bull-frogs to market." One naturally recalls the passage 
from Trilby: "But then, there's Alice's papa — and that's another 
pair of sleeves, as we say in France." 
2. attdgegrJItfllttett, straddling. 

Page 66. — i. fiirBa^, (old {orm) further; away; tOtlUx, 

2. ^ndt @ttClft ber $ndPe( ttlieber, is your back itching again (for 
a flogging)? So in !2)cr bofc Sffaudf} of Hans Sachs: 

%\!^\xi bi(^ ber Sutfel miber jutfen. 

3. feilt^ %ti^tf as stereotyped phrase, used here for mclltc 2^agc, 
my life long; cf. page 2, note 4. 

Page 66.— I. (irgenb) too anberi^, i. e., am @atgetu 

2. OOr XOit ttai^, usually nac^ toic OOr, hereafter just as before, 

3. ©eOOtter Xrojlf, about equivalent to thanks awfully, my dear 
blockhead! 
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Page 67. — I. fflth^t 3^r, Aawyou talk! 

2. (Sottrage, pronounce as in French. 

3. ^ fd^ttettsett, being snuffed out, 

4* ben 3tt(ntifltett, the one who is being examined. 

Page 68.— I. an bett man (fomnten) nioUte, that they wanted 

to get hold of , 

2. pm Sf^elmen ; ^d^elm is now a strong noun, although the 
older weak form survives in such compounds as ^C^elmenflreici^. 

3. frifdi, sturdily, stoutly; cf. "*Tis a quick lie, sir." Hamlet, 
V,i. 

4* mix, i. e., the inquisitors. 

5. einen • • liBogelfii^en, now eiite ^ogetfc^eud^e. 

6. menn * * * fel^en ; the whole of the passage has suggestions 
of the long list of captious questions addressed to Egmont and 
Horn after their arrest ; see Motley, Part III, chapter II. 

7. 9{a4bent bie @^tnnen {Inb, lit., "according as the spiders 
are"; trans., that depends upon what sort of spiders you have. 

Page 69, — i . gel^angen, now more often ge(Sngt ; the preterites 
l^ing and l^angte (transitive) are both used. The im^fiuisitivw* ^erb 
is strong throughout. 

2. aniSge^ili^te, lit., *' smeared with pitch'* (as a cask); hence, 
tough, seasoned, hardened. 

With the report of Alva's arrival we have a hint as to his plans, 
and a heightened sense of the helpless terror which is fast settling 
down upon the people. Vansen's sly shrewdness, Jetter's horror, 
timidity, and "Innocence," and the Master Carpenter's grave 
concern are given striking expression. The ways and means of 
tyrants are also held up to view. 

Der Culcnburgtf^c palafl. 

Page 09. — 3. tSgtid^e; Goethe's usage varied in the employ- 
ment of strong or weak forms after aKe in the plural. 

Pagre 70. — I, ber SKtC, the same as of old, 

2. einent frozen frennblid^^n SRenfd^en, i. e., Egmont 
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3. ^dttigliii^ett unb ^e^er, in apposition with bie grangofen. 

^C^cr refers to the Huguenots, who were frequently at war with 
the Catholics. 2)ic S^erbunblicn are the people of Geneva, who were 
allies of the Swiss Confederation. 

4. gUifi^ffint, as it were; so to speak. A favorite word of. 
Goethe's for lessening the boldness of a strong expression — here 
burc^fc^micgtc. 

Page 71. — I. f^erbinanb; for the most part Ferdinand is a 
creation of the poet; for the historical original, see Introduction, 
page xviii. 

Page 72. — I. fa^ett, archaic for fangcn, 

2- 3*^ f^ctte fie, ril halt them; ftctlcn when used in hunting 
means, to bring a wild animal to bay. 
3. ^OfUifd^, for reasons of policy. 

Page 73. — I. SWba . ♦ . l^erklOrtretettb ; in Goethe's diary 
(W. Ill, I, 72, 73) we find the following under December, 1778, 
showing the date of working upon this act: 
5. Sllba imb ©ot)n . ♦ . 

Page 76. — I. ben ©intt au^i^nbettfett, to reason out the intention 
(which underlies any ^ven command). Minor restores au^^Ubeufeit 
from Goethe's manuscript, in place of au^gubriicfcu of the printed 
texts. 

Page 76. — I. bet5^(ttge ♦ . ♦ HugSUfein, the prudent man was 
prudent enough to abandon his prudence. According to everyday 
rules, it would have been the " prudent " thing for Orange to have 
obeyed Alva's order. This time he was prudent enough (in a 
higher sense) to risk the "imprudence" of disobeying. 

2. Seigcri^, archaic form for "^tX^tX^, hand {of a clock). 

3. ff^eute ttor bcm S3ltltgeru4c; the Germanic belief that the 
shying of a horse is an omen that he is carrying his rider to 
misfortune, is very old. So in Shakespeare's Richard III.^ Ill, 4: 

Three times today my foot-cloth horse did stumble, 
And started when he look'd upon the Tower, 
As loath to bear me to the slaughter-house. 
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In Goethe's Gotz von Berlichingen^ II, 3: 

SDad ipferb fc^eute, toie'd an bie IBr&tfe !am, unb teollte ni((t t)on bet @teUe. 

In Kleist's Prinz Friedrich von Homburg^ 1. 379 : 

Setn iRappe f(^eute an ber SJl&^Ie fl((. 

In Felix Dahn's Kriemhilde: 

Sic^, cS bfiumt fi(ft/ iJSnifl ©untl^cr, tt)ilb bein ©engjl Dor mclner Srild' — 
iJtopf' il^m nur ben Sladcn munlcr, — ntemalS trfigt cr bi(^ aurfidt ! 

Page 77. — I. @gmout tritt auf ; the following dialogue was 
probably (after the opening exposition of the drama) the first scene 
which Goethe attacked in 1775. 

Page 79, — I. aBptel^nett, lit, "to parry"; trans, to resent 

Page 80.— I. mit bem 9{ft(l^ftett, with his own immediate 

concerns. 

Page 81.— I. bud an bett ^ticfett feined $emt altttt, L e., the 

tribe of courtiers, which does not become prudent (att) through its 
own experiences but uses all its intelligence in studying how to 
humor the whims of the king. (Geiger.) 

2. ntttb filt \\6)f complete in himself; cf. Horace's 

. , ,et in se ipso totus teres atque rotundus {Satires^ II, 7, 86). 

3. untetbrilffen, accent both prefix and verb; — why? 

Page 82. — I. biefe aXitn SReti^te * , « burii^fii^teiii^eti famt; 

compare certain safeguards of personal liberty in our Constitutions 
which are used to protect greed and selfishness. 

Page 88.— I. flc = ba« SSotf ; cf. page 60, note i. 

Page 84.— I. t^ ttieg^ugeben, to dispose of it. 

The machine-like Spanish organization by a sudden well-timed 
snap secures the capture of Egmont, the hero and idol of the whole 
people. Here, at the close of the Fourth Act, is introduced for the 
only time the steel-hard Duke of Alva, who overbears Egmont's 
liberal views, and makes a plausible defence of despotic theory and 
of the crooked ways of "practical" politics. "Perhaps the whole 
modem Science of Government has produced nothing more 
important than this dialogue ", says a respectable authority. 
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ACT V. 

Stragc. 
Pagre 87.— i. t>on Quartier gtt Quartier (pronounce Ouar^tic'r 

in two syllables), one might translate, y"r<?»? ward to ward, 

2. eitte ^attbkiott, note that the gender is taken from ^anb. 

3. 3tt biefett . . . gelefett ; many passages, in this part of the play 
are in "blank verse," which is taken as an indication that they be- 
long to the latest parts of the composition. 

Page 88.— I. ba l^ieltett . ♦ . rciteit mttfite ; compare Marullus'g 

speech in the first scene of Shakespeare's y«//«j Caesar. 
2. XthttVLf transitive, in sense of ertebten. 

Page 89. — i. ^ebatter, lit., "fellow sponsor in baptism"; say 
neighbor; mate. Cf. page 66, note 3. 

Klarchen, in her utter devotion, is carried to the very limit of 
personal and patriotic daring, but her appeals are in pitiable 
contrast to the timidity of the people. The helplessness of 
Brackenburg, who is of better stuff than the common crowd, is no 
less tragic. 

(ScfSngnts. 

Page 91. — I . ^gmottt attciu ; the " blank verse " is very notice- 
able in the following monologue. 

Page 92. — i. 8egett bcr ©efHrne, allusion to the astrological 
belief in the favorable working of certain planets. 

2. bem erbgebomett 9Hefett, Antaeus, who could not be over- 
come as long as he touched the earth. 

3. IfUflOi^, the reading of Goethe's manuscript, adopted by 
Minor. 

Egmont, the fresh-hearted, free "child of nature," feels the 
horrible oppression of the dungeon-trap into which he has fallen, 
lie revives his sinking spirits by the tragic delusion that he is to 
be rescued soon. 
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KISrcfyens Qatts. 

Page 93. — i. ^ihxtt^tu^ ^an§; an entire day lies between the 
last scene and this one. 

Page 94. — i. (Sr ttiar ber rei^e ^antt, allusion to Nathan's 

parable of the ewe lamb, //. Samuel xii, 1-4. 

Page 95. — i. i^rci^ = fcinc«, referring to SBott; cf. page 60, 
note I, and page 83, note i. 

Page 96.— I. cr fiUrt Hn ♦ . ♦ faitft unb fKII^ allusion to 

Peter's deliverance from prison, Acts xii, 7-10; Goethe drew largely 
from the Bible at all periods of his career. 

Page 9 7.— I. tiVi^ bcr fein 9tilcfttieg ift; cf. from Hamlet's 

soliloquy, Act III, scene i : 

The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 
No traveller returns. 

2. beitt ^cr5, subject. 

3. bll kierlangtcft ; „ bu " disappeared in an unauthorized edition^ 
after having been apparently inserted by Goethe in the carefully 
prepared text of his works, 1807. 

Page 98. — i. bie ^tX^tt^ the hands {of the clock); cf. page 76, 
note 2. 

Page 99. — I. ^Ol^nungcn, abodes (of the blessed). 

The drama goes over into sonorous melodrama: even the sorry 
Brackenburg takes on the organ-tones. Along with Klarchen's 
frenzied outbursts comes the foretelling of Egmont's sure doom. 
Brackenburg, most a lover when without hope, fully realizes, for the 
first time, his helpless inferiority to his rival. Klarchen's life goes 
out amid plaintive chords. 

(ScfSngnts. 

Page 100. — I. ^eittrif^ ; (ioethe had a fondness for this Ger- 
man name, as shown in Faust Egmont's first name was really 
Lamoral. 
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2. ^erili^td ber 3wBIf C, Council of Twelve^ the so-called " Blood- 
Council"; see Motley, Part III, chapter I. 

3. bein $aud gtt beftetten, to set thine house in order; another 
' Biblical allusion, Isaiah xxxviii, i : ^BefieKe bein ^au9 ; beitlt bu 

ttjirjl ftcrbcn, unb nid^t (cbcnbig blcibcn. 

PagrelOl. — I. 84ott bamad^; the following story is taken 
directly from Strada*s history. 

2. bic ^rgemii^, note the gender here. 

Pagre 106. — I. Ml^nl^eit, dative of reference. 

Page 107. — I. fci, although lucrbcn is the usual auxiliary of 
the passive, the older conjugation with fcllt survives in the second 
and third person of the imperative; cf. page 5, note 2. 

Page 108. — I. dCborgen, sheltered ; provided for. The short 
and easy way in which Egmont passed Klarchen on to Ferdinand 
was a great offence to the cultured ladies who belonged to Goethe's 
intimate circle in Weimar. 

Page 109. —I. @r entfc^rSft . . . bc^filt; Goethe had his own 
grounds for introducing this fantastic symbolism upon the stage, 
where a hard-and-fast naturalism must fetter the expression of the 
poetic ideal. Schiller found grave fault with it here, although later, 
in the preface to his Bride of Messina (1803), he pleaded eloquent- 
ly for delivering the stage from the bonds of reality. The deepest 
truths of nature, he argued, are not those which are perceived by 
our senses in their everyday experiences. The creative 'imagi- 
nation of the poet must reveal to us the higher moral laws of the 
universe. 

Page 110. — I. ^reunbc : Egmont*s fellow-countrymen outside 
the prison. For a moment he imagines himself back upon one of 
the great battlefields where he had led his own people to victory, 
and now he shouts to them to follow him in a glorious attack. 
2. Cttcr Siebftei^, i. e,, civil liberty. 

Egmont*s doom is irrevocably pronounced. A new episode brings 
in the tyrant's son, whose love and admiration for the hero prove a 
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satisfying moral victory at the very moment of the ruin of 
£gmont*s material fortunes. Death is bitter to one who has drunk 
so deeply of the joys of living, and he rebels against his unjust lot, 
but he is helped to meet it by his noble, new-found friend- Before 
the end comes, the lovely, sympathizing face of Klarchen appears 
in a shining vision, and she makes the hard sacrifice easy by show- 
ing that his death is to bring deliverance to the commonwealth. 
The hero's bravery reasserts itself, and he faces death, as he had 
so often faced the enemy on the battlefield, with a soldier's light 
hearted joy, which rises almost to hilarity. 
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